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may be certainly known, will the: diſtine | 
| Suiſhed from what is doubtful, and of lefs 
importance. But as the attention of the 
mind is not to be fixed too long on intri- 
cate ſubjects, ſuch converſation is happily | 
_ diverſified with various reflections on this 
or the other writer, whoſe ſentiments and 
compoſition are particularly conſidered. Men 
. pronounce upon theſe according to their 
different abilities and taſte: neither is it 

eaſy for them to throw off that bias, which 
1s ny from their own preconceĩved o- 


pinions, and from their favourable or un- 


favourable thoughts of the main deſign 
3 4 wo Se to have had in 


2 "ey wound}, 


_ G 
w "oe o bv on 
4 - 
#5 4 x 


that company of your friends, 
you introduced me; where, after an hour 
or two had been ſpent in other matters, the 


manner of — was s the . inſtructive 


_ view. | , — 5 N * —— 8 a7 i -- | * | 
N will W Se 7 


. porbuity to ſee all this fully exemplified in 
to Which 


/ 


merits of a certain hiſtory began to be can» | 
vaſſed. The r who ſpoke firſt, 
gave it as his judgment, that VoLTAIRE's 


* 


Let. I. Mr Hus knen v. © 


and agrecable; that a minute detail of par- 


ticular incidents was of little ſignificancy in | 


hiſtory ;/ and as it perplexed: the mind, and 
overloaded the memory to no purpoſe, ſo 
it was impoſſible for one to keep up the 
ſpirit of a narrative, who ſhould write in 
this taſte: he therefore approved of diſtinct 
and comprehenſive views of things, inter- 
ſperſed with lively deſcription, wich peri- 
nent reflections, and an exact delineation 
of characters. This he thought was pee 
liarly proper, where the ſubject of che? hi- 
ſtory was well known; and he wis of the 
mind, upon the Whole, that the compoſi 
tion of Mr Hu's hiſtory was elegant; 
the diction gencrally clear and correct, and 
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any? — other Gan] whole turn it was, 
talked of this author's declining the trouble 


of inſerting any new materials, with which 


he might have been Une from er 


fon years: he repreſented the conſequence. 
of being thoroughly acquainted, with the 
hiſtory of our OWN country, and mentioned 
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e 
—ů— Fabok/eceatioit 
tofay, might be apparent to all who would 


to put in order: you'd pained my ptome: 
and I now ft down — the'obliz -* 
gation. The two paſſages do which 1 8 
an . — 
real wheel, 0 rn > 19097 Hi . 4 
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before HO1gUIT t9 29128qt » > ES 
Tut firſereformers," who ina, n 
E end and ſueceſsful attacks on dheC RO. | „ 
miſni ſuperſtition, and ſhook! it to its 
ce loweſt foundations, may ſafely be pra- 
. nounced to hase been — _— 
c eg of religions) — oo 
and fanatical, ſtand in diamletrieu — 
« poſition to each other; and a large — 4 
' tion of the latter muſt . 
10 * ; 4 c t 3 Ml 


eee eee 


World. Hence that rage of diſpute, 


— ookls of ————— it 


_ <,controul authority, and. ſo aſſuming as to 


<.obtrude his own innovations upon the 


«which every where ſeized the new reli- - 


1 6e, gioniſts; that diſdain of eccleſiaſtical ſub- 


c jection; that contempt of - ceremonies, 


and of all the exterior pomp and ſplendor 
ccf worſhip. And hence too that inflexi- 
e ble intrepidity with which they braved 


orments, and even death it- 


«<: dangers, 


i ſelf; while they preached: the doQtring 
bree and carried the tumults of war 


«, through every part of Chriſtendom, 


However obſtinate and uncomplying this 
“ ſpecies of religion, it neceſſarily received 


un alteration, — the differ- - 


met with in its progreſs. In the elector- 


« ates of Germany, in Denmark, and in 

Sweden, where the monarch was early 

te converted, and, by putting himſelf at the 
te head of thereſty mers, acquired authori- | 

6 ty amongſt them; as the ſpirit of enthu- 

| A was * by 2 ſenſe f 


(7 TD I of 


8 with add decent e HG in 
e ſerved in the new eſtabliſhment. In 
« Switzerland and Geneva, which were po- 
pular governments; in France, Scotland, 
« and the Low Countries, where the peo- 


<< ple reformed themſelves in oppoſition 


«£0; the prince; the genius of - fanaticiſm 
« diſplayed itfelf in its full-extent, and af. 


e . — eat — 


in which this author delivers en 
ments es grout — tos! * 
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he, in a few words,” to give ſome ac- 


count of the Roman-Catholie religion, its 
« genius and ſpirit. Hiſtory addreſſes itſelf 
to a more diſtant poſterity than will ever 
<« be reached by any local ot temporary the- 
<«. ology ; and the characters of ſects may 
be ſtudied, when their controverſies ſhall 
45 hs be forgotten. Before che refor- 


lad | " mation, 


„ hwy ty 
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N «cations al er of enſe and vitwe widh- 
«« e impatientiy for ſome vent, 
SY 1 
= 6 4 60 the e eee me 
_ «tenſions of the Roman Pontiff but wen 
K che doctrine of Luther was promulgated; 
„ they were ſbme what armed at the 
«ſharpneſs of the remedy ; and it was ca- 
. ſily foreſeen, from the offenſive zeal of 
. r 
« church, that all Chriſtendom muſt be 
© xx4ing Nate of ignorance and tranquillity | 
into vhich mankind were lulled, the at- 
e tachment to ſuperſtition; though without 
& reſerve, was not extreme; and, like the 
ancient Pagan idolatry, the popular reli- 
gion conſiſted mote of exterior practices 
* and obſerrances, eee e Th 
=p * or influericed the donde might | 
| have been hoped, that learning and 
8 5 „oledge; as of old in Greece; ſlealing 
(6% in gradually, would have opened the eyes 
ANF Ret, 3 5 
eM a « fiaſtical 


n 


ce ſiaſtical abuſes, as were tlie: graſſeſt and 
te moſt burthenſome : At had beencabſer» 
*, vd that, upon the reviyal f letters 
= generous and enlarged ſentimtnts 
rr AU Arras. = 1 nf 
hoe nn ern ien of Le 
court of Rome itſelf, 11n imitations 
1—— dir — — 
wanting in a juſt iſenſe of freedom. But 
evchen the enraged>and>fanaticalcreform# 
ers toom arms againlt cheaters 
| 1 d fro 

—— — 
5 * — . —— Heide = 
ä ardo6}in defend of anch 

ancient and invaluable ent 
ce tllecſame time: that Ae — | 
« ſtake and-gibbev-againit-her avomieds &: 
— — — 
45 her ſupine — | 
8 pine - ſhe had former 
* 6 overlooked:as harmleſs . 

1 ———-— 
2 received in Italy; hence its tütat 
tinction in Spain; and hence the-flow 

cer progreſs n | 


fly | 
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rp | 1 N 
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% many, and England. From the admi- 


< quiry after new: diſcoveries, the minds of 


«the ſiadious/-were every where turned 
emical ſcience; and, in all ſchools 

e 
&, of theology took place of the calm diſ- 
«-quiſitions of learning. Mean while the 
rage of diſpute and the violence of op- 


< poſition rivetted men more ſtrongly in 


< malignant influence. The Roman Pon- 
66 : tiff, not armed with temporal force ſuffi- 
<«-cient- for his defence, Was 3 to 

</ point ane w all his ſpiritual artillery, and 


4. to propagate the doctrine of rebellion, 


c and even of aſſaſſination, in order 1 


«due or terrify his enemies. Prieſts jea 

te lous and provoked, timorous and uncon- 
</ trouled,.. directed all the councils of that 
« ſe; and gave riſe to ſuch events as 
<< ſeem aſtoniſhing amid the mildneſs and 
<« humanity of modern manners. The 
t maſſacre of Paris, that of Edna the 
. mender of the two > Henrys of Aan 


- 
& q | « the 
* * * I ws 
% : * 
% 
4 * 


Fd 
p — 


* L . i * . * 4 * » 4 
<<. every intercourſe | — with their 


\ 


Ms mou E rankt. 11 


re memorable; — 0% 
<.: ſtances of the bigotry: of that ſuperſti- 
. tion. And the dreadful tribunal of the 
865 dtn, that utmoſt inſtance of hu- 
man depravity, is a durable monument 
to inſtruct us, what a pitch iniquity 
4 and cruelty. may riſe to, when . 
< r eee, wy irt 
fir iff} 
— tend MENS two bange 
ati'whichs at your deſire, I am to beſtow 
ſome remarks. If there is found in them 
a peculiar and extravagant train of thought, 
it needs be no great ſurpriſe to thoſe who 
this extraordinary author. He ſeems will- 
ing to inform us, that his ſentiments and 
expreſſions have been fully weighed, as this 
laboured deſcription of the genius of Pope: 
ry, and the ſpirit of the refurmation, is, 
in effect, addreſſed to a diſtant poſterity. 
Diſtant indeed they muſt be, whom no 
knowledge of the capital articles of diſtine- 
tion betwixt the Popiſſ and Proteſtant 
churches ſhall be able to beach and wh - : 


0 B 2 ann ente 


"XY 


but ſlightly gratified by theſe general de- 
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are to be whotly: indebted for their inſtruc- 
tion to thoſe ſhort ſſtcetches, vchich are pre- 


hiſtory; that is in- 


tended to v outlive the wtreck of ages. A 
dee om SPA ras might be ex- 


thoſe writers af eminent merit, 
— — by ſuch pleafing pro- 
ſpects; as they may well conelude; that if 
this diſlant poſterity, of which we ſpeak, 
ſhall have any reſemblance of their fore- 
fathers; in the features of the mind, their 
curioſity and thirſt of knowledge will be 


ſcriptions and ſuccinct memoirs. But are 
they at leaſt juſt and — * 
far as they go or, if there are miſtakes 

are /they but bf a l nature, e 
affecting the main ſubject, and ſo inconſi- 
derable as not to deſerve a particular re- 
gard? wi eee 
Tabea u n n ITED 

"ADA 4: n 

| e dat. . 
flections on this abje®; w uld proceed to 
obſerve, that the diſtinction which he eſta- 
bliſhes betwixt r Roman- 
543 Hf Catholic, 


{ 


wa 
"4 


1 ——— Hisrexr. "7 


—— — — 
all his fpeculations; or rather, it is dhe aden 
upon which they are all founded · Superſti- 
tion; woe are told, is the characteriſtic of 
che former, and fanatieiſm or enthaſiaſin 
of the latter. In his account alſo, & thele 
** two ſpecies of religion, the ſuperſtitidus 
<, and fanatical, ſtand in W 
* alen to Cach other.” tte , HAN Bie 


A115 "01 LL 156 CCC No 
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— and degrees — 
may be infinitely varied. Among the Hea- 
thens their dacduh⁰νẽ˖ included in it a ſel 
cret dread of inviſible powers, in conſe. 
quence of their wretched ſentiments con- 
cerning the objects of their falſe wor hip; 
by which ſentiments they were led into all 
chat medley of infignificant, © abſurd, and 
very oft barbarous rites, which made up 
ſo great a part of their eſtabliſhed religion, - 
In-general; mean and unworthy notions of 
God, and of that ſervice which is accept- 


able to him, ſeem to be the ſource of all 


ſiuperſtition. Hence its irrational fears and 
— of mind, which may be further 
L e 


22 


r 


"IO — K * 291112 771 Wee EW) 5 bk 
TnAr this character 0 of f 


fuſive influence through the whole . 
: "BOD * | =. > 
| — in ſome of its moſt ſolemn ala 
Hence an air of empty pageantry is 
| : * 2 the attention is with- 4 | 
3 the ideas and ſentiments of a 
ad manly piety. But this is not 
| 8 || 
| | 14 8. 


8 e God by mages in he 
dap f dhe hoff in tlie ſadrament of the 
virgin Mary, of ſaints and angels; ad in 
the adoring and burning incenſe before 
their images. It is added; you Ekn⁰ο⁴Ʒ4.d that 
as all this bears a near reſemblance to Pau 
— os ſo the plea 
e eee n — 
ee diſtin&ions; inch that: method 
„ incient » 
lefe albino 

to Sen 5113: no Pix 21 5 acheter K Btis 
— — be fur- 
ther traced in moſt of their public rites ? 
Do but reflect, for inſtance, on all the ap- 
paratus of ſacred veſtments, „on tfieir ſo- 
lemn proceſſions, and carrying About with 
them the images of tlieir ſaints: on tlie 
annual feſtivals ſet * for their ee 
their canonizati ty do but think 1 the ex- 
orciſms, Hafan NINE 
8 — An: NO une 


= 1 | 0 


— — fie at: the t 
vewd' epioonn bas ahi 3G: tn nipiy 
PTY OI zemrnd us Ah oil 
Sa queens: tenets; of ſuperſtitiorri too 
will ever» have a baleful influence on liſe 
ws 9 ——— 


— — — 


A ies 2 nay, 9 — highly-meritorions - 


——— of their eſtabliſhed . 
concerning the effect of the mere outward 
participation of the ſacraments. — Ooncerning 
8 —— or voluntary auſtetities, 


— private 


quent repotition of prayers, "which. e 
them do not "underſtand, —pilgrimages to 
this or the other celebrated ſhrine or image 
of ſome eminent fait? Are not their doc- 
trines on theſe and the like ſubjects of the 
moſt unhappy influencę o vital religion 
and Chriſtian omorals ; on purity of heart 
. and manners? Do they not tend to excite 3 
| a facred regard to what is either quite fo; 
reign" to religion,” or of no great value in 
— — is only corruption of it, and 4 
is perhaps inconſiſtent | with! its cleareſt and 
-moſt ſalutaryiprecepts? And art they not © 
apt to miſlead the ſubimiſſive and credulows - ' 2} 
| devotee," and w encoùrage hav: deluſiwe ; N 
traſt in things of little vr no cDnſeijuence, 
which numbers of tnankind wmv e 


1 
3 
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— ful fag et hperttiom 0 
Thus does its genius exert itſelf in the Po- 1 
piſh plan and by cheſe means hag rue 
dure res amend nee its genuine 
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Err 


ve ſpeak of che ſuperſtition of che Roman 
church, let this complete view of it be 
ſent to our thoughts. Then, indeed, ſhall 
than if AC TORIES: 
33 of worſhip whatſoever. ren 


% - 
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are its trueſt ſons; who»receive all-its dictates 


in humble reverence, 


and comply with its 


x f Wy 
of and a 


Burr is it alſo to be granted, that ihrs 
two ſpecies of religion, the ſuperſtitious 
oo fanatical, ſtand in diametrical mY 
3] n to each other? Our author is 


„ SY poſitive 


11 


poſitive on this head: but as he is no great | 


dogmatiſt in moſt things, perhaps it might 


Tn ron own him 


eee ſos N 3" 


| * 
: So 1 * N 
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2 nee of erthetieagr acidic 
ſeems to lie in the ſtrong deluſion. of an o- 


ver- heated imagination, which prompts to 
wild exceſs in what reſpects the principles 


and practice of religion. The weak mind; 


ſo deluded, flatters itſelf with the conceit 


of extraordinary illumination, and of its ha- 


ving an immediate intercourſe with heaven. 
ride, ignorance, and blind zeal, are 
mingled in the character. If theſe meet 
vrith a moroſe temper, we have the idea of 
à ſullen and obſtinate fanatic; if with a 
quite different diſpoſition, we have that of 
a lively and bold enthuſiaſt. This irregu- 


lar principle muſt, of courſe, afford but an 
unſteady direction; and be alſo naturally 


Productive of extravagant effects as in all 


its operations it diſelaims an alliance with 


reaſon; and diſdains a ſubjection to her 
concluſions. Accordingly, we. have heard 


of the high conceits of foe, who ratk of | 
ry C2 TH an 
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— 


a9 


— ſober and Jaſb ſetiamdns 
of things; than the habit of a. pious and 


— quinn; — ba- 
naticiſm on the other. Unhappy they ( 


cr 


LETTERS! L 
an internal light, as the guide of cheit con: 
duct, very different from the: light of rea- 
ſon and the word of God we haye heard 


of the dark and unintelligible jargon ef 
ſome of the myſtic tribe, and of the more 


— pretenſions dl others 60 extraordi- 


| 18 eeſtaſies, and pro 
phetic dreams, And eee 


well· regulated mind, properly influenced 
by the wiſe and worthy principles of true 
religion? In theſe; my friend, there is a 
native truth, mn Ame 


rere are any ſuch) who would blend them 
all ogethedin one promiſcuous ruin. The 
wiſe and good muſt abhor che impious de- 
ſign. Even a ſober Heathen has recom- 
mended to us , .ſo to fly from farts: 5 

he noEBady:” ooh nds ones X 

p eee ft eee eee Hoy rei . 
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| HAS to fall into the oppoſite ex- 
</tremecof Atheiſm, while we vero 
/ true picty, that is ſeated between them 
The ſenſe is plain and ſtrong, and theicaus 
tion of no ſmall importance in every age. 
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Bum our author ſtates a diametiral op- 
— —— | 
for what purpoſe; he beſt knows; but with 
tutte us now inquite. Ibeſe 
two ſpecies of religion (to uſe this ſtyle) are 
oident iy diſtioct: the one. from the other: 
but they do mot appear ata: me do be Jas 
e metrically. oppuſite· 4 can pęrecixe no 


abſurdity in ſuppoſing,: that ond may em- 25 


- . 


brace the tenets, andi practiſe the rites of 
ſuperſtition, Who notwithſtanding ina he 
poſſeſſed of no inconſiderable portion f 
the fanatical ſpirit. Nay, I can eaſily wnas 
gine a plan of religion;::which,:iin':forme 

of its doctrines and inſtitutions, may be ex- 
tremely favourable to ſuperſtition; in p- 
8 eee ur en, ue e bo 
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more, I do not ſee why this later mer oe 
prompt one; in many inſtances, to a com- 
pliance with the dictates of the former: .o 
that inſtead of enmity and diametrical op- 
poſition, they may very often afford mu- 
tual aſſiſtance to each other. All this I can 
eaſily ſuppoſe; and account it no difficult 
matter to explain. But, inſtead 'of entering 
into abſtract reaſoning, give me leave to 
confirm what I have now ſaid by a palpa- 
ble proof, with which we are furniſhed by 
the preſent ſubject. For is it not true in 
fact, that this ſame ' ſuperſtitious Roman- 
Catholic church is not a little — for 
given encouragement rand: ſupport to this 
principle, and its operations? and that 
ſome of its moſt ſuperſtitious bigots have 
nn ys eee eee 


5 1* 
4 


aa 
4% 


vided with very nie . 1 5 
Aurea Legenda, as it is called, and in the 
voluminous records of the A#a Sanctorum, 
publiſhed with all the proper marks of au- 
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whacity⸗ But, without prejudice to the 
cauſe, | one may ſafely; confine. himſelf to 
the lives of ſome of their maſt iſti 
ed ſaints, and in particular of thoſe we 
3 ˙˙ẽ 62 


not unacquainted with this) biography, I 


| 1 into thoſe —.— he 


whether there are not, in the lives and cha- 
racters of theſe ſaints of theirs, perfect ex- 
amples and exhibitions of the fanatical ſpi- 
rit, in all its forms of extrayagance,. from: 
the moſt childiſh. and ſillieſt reveries of a 
diſordered fancy, to its elevated conceits of RY 
inſpiration, —of peculiar intercourſe. with 
heaven, ſaints, and angels,—and'of ecſtatic 
_ viſions, and prophetic illumination. To 
give particular inſtances under each of theſe 
heads, were to go about to confirm what 
no body will conteſt. And yet ſome of 


theſe very perſons, as St Francis, Dominic, 
and Ignatius, are known to have been the 


moſt determined bigots, the moſt zealous 
devotees to the ſuperſtition of the Roman 
church in all its branches, and to have e 
erted all their power in its ſupport... Theſe, 


38 f | 5 Were 
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* 


the eourt of inquiſition, and by. having its 


bear agalnſt all; ho, In 
preſumed to differ in their ſays | 
timents 4213 practice from eſtabliſhed doe- 
trines and rites: Ons of them isl 
ly diſtin 


dreadful power committed to him and ls 
aflociates : (and with their ſueceffors it e-. 
mains to this y). 'Anoth 
er of an order, whoſe” diſciples: have done 
infinite miſchief to human ſociety $f and 
whoſe barbarous and ſanguihary zeal is as 
well known, as are their ſchemes of diſſo- 
lute morals, and their 


Pied 7 5 12 


2 


whoſe pro- 
foſſion rerun are, aß no reprouch 


to be derived to it, on their account: Thus 
all reaſonable men Will judge! But what 
if peculiar marks of reſpect ate beſtowed 


D- ©»: * 


aon them by the church of Which 


Let, L. Me Hunz HrgTory. 23 
are memibets : if. credit. is given to their 
pretended revelations, a ſanctity ſuppoſed to 
belong to their character, and the. utmoſt 
deference be ſhewn to their opinions and 
dicctates if their examples are, by the 
public a V of the church, recom- 
mended to imitation, and their names 
_ tranſmitted with honour t . poſterity? 
By all this, one would, think. a pretty 
fulb ſanction were given to, their deluſions, 
4nd: 0 dhe ſpitit with. which _ were 
ee OO [11 221000 cdx on 
163} cbaifler bah niet oc ian 
La u eee eee and 
inſtitutions of the monaſtic life, which has 
been ſo fayoured by the chuꝛch of Rome 
| In every age. What high cncomiums of - 
| that Nate, and of the manner of, deyotion 
that is practiſed. in it? Has not the idea f 
ſpiritual perfection been annexed to it, and 
the title of religiaus, in an appropriated 
ſenſe, - conferred on thoſe who embrace it, 
as though they only merited the appellation? 
Wich what various colouring has it been 
and tempers, W | 


\ 
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taries to the monaſtic ſtate might be enlar- 
ea? Vet what more proper to cheriſh:a 
gloomy turn than ſuch an abſolute retreat 
from the world? from all its "buſineſs, 
— and ſocial intercourſe? e | 
inciation of theſe is profeſſed; perhap 
it is hon y intended: but e. 
ſoon reclaim againſt the force that is put 
pon her, and dejection of ſpirit! become 
the conſeque uence of a choice that cannot be 
emedied. The rules that are preſcribed 
to them, the books in which they are con- 
verſant, the reſtraints under which they 
ate laid, abſtinence, penances, and other 


laticholy matt and muſt be gteat ine. 
ence in produeing a difordoted ſtate of - 


imagination. The pecullar practices 
their devotion, and the general patterns of 
it chat are ſet before them, in the lives of 
this and the other eminent faint of their 
reſpective orders, are obviouſly: of the ſame 
tendency. Adder mills tecehee⸗ the tine - 
ture] which all theſe are apt to convey; 'the 
fanatical ſpirit will be \ſtrongly imbibed. 

| How * more, if they are RE 
27175 C3 ed 


ed with the. reveries and viſions of St-Frans 
cis and St Dominic, of St Bridget and St 
| Thereſa; and if thoſe wonderful tales ac 
believed and affectionately \ntertined 


| . pa * a ee of vi- 
1onary extravagance. may ;ruſh;jin, upon the 
human mind? Thus may it be hurried a- 
long by every deluſion, and retain at length 
but little force to reſiſt any fanatical impreſs 
| fions whatſoever: the effects of which may 
be perhaps miſtaken for the evidences of a 
ſeraphic devotion, and conſidered as — 
of the extraordinary favour of heaven. As 


viſions, dreams, and prophecies have been 


long familiar to their imaginations, they 
may now, in their turn, lay claim to theſez 
and with as good. reaſon, alſo; (to do them 
juſtice), as ever thoſe friends of theirs had, 
who have . before hone in n 
en IN 6x AS of 


815 


e ee, 


which is ſo zealouſly ſupported by the church 
of Rome; and which yet in its ãnſtitution, 
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1 that is peculiar to it, hath deen ata 
ways fo favourable to fanaticiſin, and is in- 


| deve ſo natbrally-produtive of it, Bur Ras 


Oo . 
"baniſhed: from the 
4 ak | « T\AZ 


pr to it? Let me rather aſk, 
elſe ſhall we find perſons fo warmly atrach- 
ed to alf the fuperſtitions of that church 


There are its moſt ſubmiſſive votaries, hom 


s and applauds: an air of 
fanctity is, in the eyes of the vulgar, ſpread 
or” — —_ ha tence nated oc 
does. From cytes nd ek. 


ent of weir own ſins bes have — 


ſtitious and opulent been prompted to the 
erection and endowment of religious houſes, 


a8 a work of eminent merit; While thoſe e- 
unn ſuperſtitious and lefs wealthy are di- 
rected to the treaſures of the church, to the 
werte of ſaints, to neee and private 
52 | * | maſſes. 
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maſſes. Thus ate the vitals ny 
deeply wounded by the combined influence = 
of thefe'two/principles;7 of which we ſpeaks: 
thus fanaticiſm is rendered ſubſervient to the 
intereſts of ſuperſtition, and, on many o 
caſions, is made uſe of to bear up the un- 
wieldy fabrie. All: the world knows, that 
eee, thus upheld, 
and that they are ſo to this day! | Nay; 
ſome of their learned doctors are ready to 
appeal to the viſions of their ſaints, to voices 
from heaven, and I know not what; not 
to mention the tales of cures performed by 
means of relics. In this manner, and by 
theſs' ſubſidiary proofs, do they endæarour 
to ſupport the adoration of the hoſt,. that 
moſt profound doctrine from which it is de- 
red, — the whole ſyſtem of the worſhip f 
ſaints and images, and the peculiar excel- 
lence of ſueh worſhip at ſome noted ſhrine. 
Theſe and the like are the ſubjects into 
which this ſort of proof has been adtmitted⸗ 
and thus are ſuperſtition and ſanaticiſm com- 
bined and complicated in the Popith model. 
— Shall I mention one inſtance more; chat 
deem de merit our 9 notice But 
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| \»ligle-goT hinted-t their giving marks of 


| whom the latter af theo principles or ſpecies, 
of religion was ſignally diſplayed: but all 


this is nothing, in compariſon of their ſet⸗ 
— — — * of mib. 


| —gᷣ— - 
 dervice.into;ſo perfect a reſemblance of the 
cor operate in promoting the deluſion? The 
1 forms of canonization do indeed exhibit a 
_ - moſt extraordinary ſcene. In the ſteps 
= chat ate preparatory to it, they ſhew; them- 
ſelves well affected towards all that is told 

or recorded concerning the viſions and mi- 
racles of the ſaint; for theſe are the two 
1 | main pillars on which the fabric of canoni- 
ner e e ane ben 
ee ee 2 proper een is 
made to the court of Rome, din en- : 


2 — — 24 


cipal miniſters: their conſent is obtained: 
public prayers and proceſſions are appoint- 
| ed: the day is fixed: and at length the de- 


[2 
E 
* \ 


4 * * * . * o ha | * * it ©, £ a 8 n 4 
A ("90 A r 
* oy \ of Ai 4 * * I 
. - » * 
"7 * 4. - Sg * y 
- ; g 1 - 
a ; 9 - 5 
* 0 , : . 
' - af, * „ JT - by A i 
6-4." +4 * 7 * £4 $ 
8 3 3 T7 
4 % „ 7 ** * 1 0 * * — Y 
5 * s * 
. * 
» 


| Teil My Koa His TRV. It 


n 
— rich ——— manner, 
according tothe authority, Which, as hes 
vers; he has received from God * What 
folly, or rather what impiety is here #— 
But it is moſt to our preſent purpoſe to ob- 
ſerve; that if one reads the account of the 


preparatory proceſs, and of the lives of thoſe 
canonized ſaints, he will ſoom perceive, that 
what relates to viſions and revelations, is no 
inconſiderable part of the ſubject, and is one 
of the r cauſes that is afligned for this 
, n nie Sk fog lowly od. bot 


There is now bean copy: of one of. thoſe/bulli. ü 
1 that of the late Pope Clement XI. Tbe wards 
« Ad honorem, &c. beatos Pium Quintum N n. 
&« dream Avellinum, Felicem à Cantalice — 
« Catharinam de Bononia virginem, ſanctos et ſanctam eſſe 
© decernimus, definimus, atque ordinamus, ac ſanctormm i: 
« talogo noftra divinitus tradita aubtoritate adſcribimus : 
« ftatuentes ac jubentes illorum facratiſfimani memo fam ub 
<<. eccleſia univerſali quolibet anno die eorum natali; 
© -nempe, &c. ſancta ac pia devotione recoli ac adorari de- 
© pere ”——The following prayer too was pronounced b 
him on this occaſion- % Mapnificantes, Dome, tle 
c mentiam tuam, ſuppliciter exoramus, ut illorum, quos 
© hodie nofra divine auferitate ſanctiſeavimuz, praſidie, 
« nos ſalves ſemper ac munias per Chriſtum Dominum no- 
10 kram. -Sbch! 18 Nr e of the 18 and 1 


11 15: 11 LBC] * $1.97 l FE . 31 My; ML 


vi ? 1 233 canonization. 


— 


2 D ER $11 on// etal: 


ization: Thus has che ſpirit of fana- 

——— — that church and 
1 have ſuperſtition 

daticiim Deen: an 
2 Rwy 111 org 15003 om A 1 20 
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Mar 1 be allowed therefore, upon the 
whole, to reject out author's favourite ma- 
vim on this head; and to ſuppoſe, that 
what lias bern now remarked ãs ſufficient 
to diſertdit it? The reaſon af the thing 
and the plaineſt facts are againſt it. After 
. 
of Joitie ancient and modern 
i: but there is one authority of. uch 
diſtinction that I eannot well omit it; an 
auth. y that mut needs be of the great 
yeight. with Mr Hume, and, with. A bis 
allmirers>—in one word, n ls bib ohn. 

N e of it by what 1 am now to 
pk 10 the 27th page of his hiſtoty, 
in Which he gives us a ſhort e 
e herſtition of the Roman ſyſtem. 


ind ſybmiſſion,”\ ſays he, Which 

= hag — all ſuperſtition, * 

.noitaxinons Bn = by 
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« ly by that of the Catholics; che abſolute 


0 reſignation of all private judgment, des- 


4 ſon, and inquiry; theſe are Gipalitions 
«yery advantageots to civil as well as to 


4 © eccleſiaſtical authority.— ——The . plen- 
dor too and pornp of worſhip, Which that 
« religion carefully ſupports,” are agreeable 
4 to 4p taſte of magnificence that prevails 
« in courts; and form a ſpecies of devotion, 
« which; while it flatters the pampered . 
0 ſenſes, gives little pet rplexity to the indo- 
« Tent underſtandings of the great. That 
delicious country where the Roman Pon- 
te tiff refides, was the fource of all modern 
att and refinement, and diffuſed on its 
ſuperſtition an air of politeneſs, which | 
« diſtinguiſhes it from the groſs ruſticity | 
« of the other ſects. And Gough policy 
made it aſſume, in ſome. of its * 3 
«" ftic orders, that auſtere, mien Which is 
* acceptable to the val; gar; all authority till | 
« refided' in its prelates 220 ſpiritual prin- 
« ces, whoſe, temper, more cultivated. and 
« humanized, inclined them. to every de- 
cent pleaſure and indulgence. Like all 
Be es other ſpecies of — it rouſes the 

. 2 9 vain | 


34 L ETA E RS: on 1 
e vain fears of unhappy mertals; but it 
« knows alſo the ſecret of allaying theſe 
43 « fears, and by exterior rites, ceremonies, | 

« and abaſements, though ſometimes at 
| * the EXPENCE « of morals, it reconciles the 
_ pegitent to his offended. Deity.” Elſe- 

where he ſpeaks of .: 4 * ſuperſtitious regard ; 

3 & to days, Faun meats, and veſtments.” 


: 5 chis portratture.of Popiſh ſition, 

| i would ſeem, | he intends to mark its ſtri- 
king. features. They are, blind ſubmiſſion 
to civil and eccleſiaſtical authority ; the ab- 
ſolute reſignation of all priyate judgment, 
reaſon, andi inquiry; ſplendor and pomp of 
worſhip, which gives little perplexity to an 
indolent underſtanding its rouſing xain 
fears in deluded mortals, and its allaying 
theſe by exterior rites and abaſements, 
though ſometimes at the expence of morals ; 
to which he adds a ſuperſtitious. regard ta 


| 5 10 mens meats, and veſtments. 


Now. a plan of religion that ; is diredtly 
oppoſite, to this, will be one, I preſume, that 
W no ſuch blind r to eccle- 
95 fiſtical 
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fiaſtical dictates; that admits and aſſerts the 
right of private judgment in all matters of 
religion; that doth. not affect an empty 
ſplendor, and littering pomp of worſhip; 
nor injoin a ſuperſtitious regard to meats, 
days; and veſtments; that doth not intend, 
and is not calculated to rouſt vain fears in 
the breaſts of men; and nous nothing"of | 
the method of allaying them by exterior 
rites, or any rm be. means whatever, at 
the expence of morals. I would aſs; tflen; 
if this plan, and the temper adapted to it, 
to be called fanatical? If not, Our author's 
favourite maxim falls to the ground. | 
if it is fo affirmed; I would Hot chaſe further 
to conteſt this matter; and would only beg 
leave to put the aſſertion into other words, 
1 is darkneſs; nme een 
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good genius, to reduce a complica- 
2 red ſubjec: to a few plain principles, or to 
exhibit a juſt repreſentation of it, in ſome 
Za one ſteiking point af view. But many, we 
know, are apt to fail in ſuch attempts, * 
they have not meaſured their on ſtrength, 
f their minds are warped by ſtrong preju- 
dice if they are extremely fond of new or 

= uncommon ſentiments, and adventure to in- 


3 terpoſe their deciſſons in matters which 


ly eonſidered. -Where-ever: this is the caſe 
1 to any coffiderable degree, the cauſe f 

truth will proportionably ſuffer, the ſubject 
itſelf be miſunderſtood, or perhaps groſsly 

miſrepreſented ; as the principles, the rea- 
= foning, the concluſions, concerning it, will 
a take the tincture of thoſe ſources pre. | 
= whack _y ow | os 


6 We hes PR n this author has fail- 
8 edi in _ gencral and fundamental propoſi- 
1 A 8 2 00; 
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der what he has connected with it. This 
now is nothing leſs than a charge of fanati- 
ciſm againſt the Proteſtant profeſſion, and 
af the higheſt: degree of it againſt the firſt 
reformers. Fanaticiſm is made the charac- 
teriſtic of that religion, and of thoſe worthy 
perſonages who promoted and defended 
it. The Proteſtant fanaticiſm, more rapid 
in its progreſs The Catholic ſuperſti- 
«tion, as uſual, had ranged itſelf on the 
ec fide of monarchy ; the Proteſtant enthu- 
« ſiaſm on that of liberty—The' ſpirit of 
e enthufiaſm—The-genius of fanatic 
Leen 7107s churches The firſt © 
* ccefuI anacks en che Romiſts perl 
tion, and ſhook it to its loweſt fbunda- 
tions, may ſafely be pronounoed to have 
been univerſally inflamed with the high- 
_ < eſt enthuſiaſmn. Theſe two ſpecies of 
r 
«< ſtand in diametrical appaſitiak\ x to each 

e other; and a large portion of the latter 
i muſt tg, * Who is 
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on this ſubject: 5 be al- 
lowed . to obſerve, that although this in- 
' temperate and cine. ſtyle had met wih 
no check from any regards to religion it- 
ſelf, yet a ſenſe of decorum might have 
been = ſome avail to reſtrain it even but 
a ſlight conſideration of what is due to the 
pubhe, to the eſtabliſned religion of one's 
country, and te that numerous and reſpect- 
able body of men, reſpectable in euer 
diew, who. heretofore, embraced. the Prov 
teſtant profeſſion of Chriſt, ty. and who A 
now adhere to that eommunion. Zut fince 
this polite writer has ſo far brake through 
- theſe reſtraints, let us now attend to the 
in which the bold accuſation is 


this high and peremptory charge main- 
tained i 17 _ wee agar 
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principle, which he ſeems! to think cannot 
be well accounted for in any other Way. 
This is the ſum of the evidence: the laſt 
part of which ſhall be fully conſidered in 
the courſe of theſe letters: the other points 
may be more eaſily. diſcuſſed; As a pro- 
portional ſtrength of proof had need to ac- 
company a continued peremptory form of 
expreſſion, ſo this might well be expected 
in the writings of thoſe authors, who ſhew 
themſelves to be generally well co 9mm to 
the ſceptical ſpecies of philoſophy; That 
ſuch perſons ſhould give way to baſty and | 
preſumptuous concluſions, is ſurely quite 
out of character, and not a little inconſiſt- 
ent with their profeſſion of perfect freedom 
from prejudice, and with their pretenſion 
to the ſpirit of calm and candid inquiry. 
But to take vn as we find wh Py” 
8 wit u 
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"Tax argument bk 18 leg fromthe 
| gppoſition of fanaticiſm and ſuperſtition, c 
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- Poſte - and therefore the application which 
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li ben dy in part dere; und 
what remains may be finiſhed e 
words. I was proved, as I apprehend, in 
e fotmier letter, that theſe ww Proves of 
religion are far from being diametrically op- 


he would make of this maxim to the re- 
5 proach of the Proteſtant cauſe, moſt fall of 
eourſe. The principle itſelf, and the de- 
duction from it, muſt equally and at once 
be rejected. It was alſo obſerved bi 
that, in his particular deſcription of Ro- 
miſh ſuperſtition, he has unwarily furniſh- 
ed us with a ſtrong argument againſt his 
main poſition,” and in — of the plan 
and ſpirit of f ntiſmm. But I would 
not chuſe to reſt the defence here, in in uling 
his own authority againſt himſelf.” The 
ſubject is of the greateſt co quence, 'and | 
merits the utmoſt” attention of thoſe who 
bear a due _— tour r Cheikh and Pro 
teſtant 1 *y 0s 4 ne 45 05 
Tux charge, you he is laid | againſt the 
Proteſtant religion, againſt the firſt reform- 
ww and againſt all the Proteſtant churches ; 
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{ome af which, however, are titated with 
+lefs degres ob reproach:and-infalt; Now; 
if this charge were well founded; 
might, no doubt, expett ta meet Win 
frong diſcoveries of fanaticiſm in _—_ 
| neral tenflency of the neforination; i in 
leading principles, by which" it as — 


ducted. and upon which it was ſupported 
ced; in the charattersand\cohdu@#of thoſe 
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who were moſt | diſtinguiſhed by their geal 


fror its intereſts ; "and in the writings and 
tenets of its avowed friends, in every age. 
Theſe, as I conceive, are the chief topics, 
from which the proof,” if proof were to be 
had, ſhould — and according to 
the ſame plan may one proceed in the re- 
neee 


o huqqocimn gtd d 4 50; 47 
Is is not my intention, to enter into a 
long detail of particulars relative to the groſs 
carruptions and-ſpiritual tyranny:of Popery. 
To oppoſe theſe, you know, was the ge- 
neral purpoſe, of the reformation; to give 
a check to this tyranny; e ee 
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wh e eee woke Lord 
— and) by his apoſtles. Are theſe, 
my friend, matters of light concern to one 
ho has che ffir ef A Chriſtian; and who 
- wiſhes well eee 


— 

ght have been reaſon to talk ef 
Si an faraticiſm : but if the reverſe of 
this is the truth the grand ſdope, at leaſt, 
Was wiſe, ene e, W eigen 
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900 Was it not, for i a gen wan af 
to be offered. to the Grantor 10 Oed ane? 


or whether creature · worſhip Was not like - 
wiſe to be admitted, though in oppoſition 


to the pure dictates of reaſon, and the ex- 
preſs prohibition of the divine la? Was it 
not of conſequence to determine; Wbethet | 
were to preſent their ſpiritual ſa- 
| crifioes of prayer and thankſgiving; «through 
the one Mediator betwixt God and man? 
er whether they were to be directed alſo to 
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was carried, with all its apf ppendages ? to the 
derogation. f the 'worſhip ade to chie trut 
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public forms = dne not very favourable to 
theſe diſtintions, how much ſoever their 


doctors may attempt to- diſguiſe and con- 
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w 1 Mi mater gratie,, mater miſericordiz, tu nos ab 
| et! hora morti: eps. Sub tuum 
3 ſancta Dei genitrix : noſtras de- 
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_ Accipe quod eſſeri mas, redona quod terme, enk 
ue timemen : qui tu es ſpes voica peccatorum. - Per 
veniam delitorum, Þ Aras beatiſſima no- 
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flalſe and unworthy repreſtntatiom of its ſpi- 
nt and precepts and weakeningthe force-of 
religious andraorat obligations? while, in- 
Read of the atniable views: of divine mercy 
heart and tife which it 
werbe and Piomotes che minds of men 
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| other pürtbeg the md Pen, that / the 
public ſervice of the chureh ſhould! be im 1 
„57 
all thoſe" who Joined"in that ſervice, and td 
a rest homer uf cbeſe cube hetetofors: 
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moſt arbitrary Wanner 5 
cleſiaſtical authority, and 
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Ko - How amazing oh the 

and ſtrength" of that ſpiritual monarchy; 
— had been erected in the Chriſtian 
church? f its” unbounded dominion” "its 
numberleſs op 
tion? how: the foundations of it weed: laid - 
im the moſt xtra manner, and the 
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many a time complained of the appreſſive 
i of this power, yet they ſtill conti- 


ion to it. But the principles 
of "he: — had much. influence in 
| ſcattering the miſts of ignorante and ſuper 
ſtition. How beneficial mente 
very reſpect ? hile it contri 
tereſts of religion, and e bod of Wa. 
kind 3 to the deliverance of Chriſtians m 
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indeed would they have been Known to be 
of the enthuſiaſtic kind. But did the firſt 
reformers ever ſpeak of any new revelation 
6 oF the” vine , chat had been made to 
cet Horn BEAVER > did they ly Claim to 
pot iüllpiräation ? and, th conſeq querice 
uch dai, df yhey nee 5 any 
byes of religion on che Credit of their 
n teſtimony and the weight bf their own 

aitthotity 556 Wile "theſe" 815755 retenſions? 
prin Wi ce manner of their addreſs? - 
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em 2 it not r — 
inciple, Tpat the faith of Chriſtians was 
it n the word of God, and on this a- 
and 1 ; that ay dbetrine or -- | 
Pale & whatever jor do grounded] date 
not to be received with religions' regard; 
and if it was condemned by Holy writ, that 
bo og kit to to be "rgeded, "even *thoug! ch long 
prſeripion, a and the fan&tion of echo 
09 e I! Gow authority, | 
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neither of which can Kamp ae £ 


ror and folly, nor change the internal na- 
ture, though they may indeed the outward 
attite of truth and falſehood. Thus did 
they proceed in rejecting Popiſh errors, and 
in propounding and confirming the oppoſite 
truths. They objected; they argued they 
drew their; concluſions from reaſon and 
Krim they called upon their adverſaries 
to try their doctrines by this teſt; and they 
exhorted. Chriſtians to judge for themſelxes, 
to ſearch the ſeriptures, and to be on their 
2 all t. the influence of ſpecious 
forms, of crafty arts, and timorous n 
tion. They had themſelves ſhaken off the 
prejudices W were ſo apt to intangle 
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a —— ſearch, of truth ; they led. the 
way to others in the noble path, and inci- 
ted them to follow their example, and to 
aſſert their religious liberties, to which. they 
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had. a native, an unalienable right, as men 
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| $o8binie” ef che goſpel, as" contained in G. 
ere wr. Novam quod appellant d. 
inam noſtram, ſays one of the firſt re- | 
Fbormners, in his elegant apology addreſſed tio 
—— fr ant vehementer 
ur; cujus facrum vefbum novitatis in- 
— non merebatur. Illis quidem 
eben ee minime abend 5 
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« [Quid fa intogits putt — 2 
* man impietatis crimen-eft : nunc cum 
De ee eee rob redditur, 1 
here de, EI, 24) Ag 21 412 B roll: , 
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Bur as the plea ane ſtre- 
nuduſſy urged, and the fame of the ancient 


doctors 'of che Chriftian'chwrck' was foudly | | 
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uad de uber which den ielded-cto a, e 
ſeripture), and to the doctrimes and pracz 15 
tices of an, * of the three dt 
even Gia — lf knowing | 
. marks. 
— 5 undertook 
jr ery — 4 
might be traced backwards to the fifth ur 
perhaps the fourth century; but what they 
were at chat time, was as much to be dif- 9 
tinguifhed from what they were become in 
he fourtecnch and fifteenth centurzes) ug 25 
the {mall ſtream of a river near its  fitives, | 
From its deep and overflowing waters when 
i is pouted into the oc nun. LH 
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4 — NN as thay | 
were not wantingtin a proper reſpec to an- 
ttiqquity, ſo they adhered to the word of 
8 eye of Chriſtian faith 

ious doctrines w be dict, u by 

ferminied. 1: — ſeriptures 
into different languages, they carneſtly re- 
commended the ſtudy of them, and they 
generouſly aſſerted the right of private judg- 
ment, in the maſt important of all con- 

- -cerns;; Religion. alu © Ref 29983) Sd, trig; 
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denn now, my. fend, the waer of - 


theſe? Or gather, Joes it aot fly the 

reaſon, and fal in the reverence that is due 
do holy writ? whilſt, in their ; fiead. it fir 
peals to interngl. light and perception, to 
ſtrong impreſſior sor impulſes on the mind, 


in a word, to en extraordinary and 
, ral. Is this the ſpirit of Pro- 
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teſtantiſm? Are theſe its principles ane ung 
tenfions? Was Mus the f 1 of "the" firſt 
_ reformers? "and this the lien 
they ated? How abſurd; will you fay, t 
think of fr in Mad reh Owen 
to add, how abſurd therefore is it to ffn 
the general character of enthuſiaſts andif 
riitics*to thoſe, ohe, pen Mis fügte d 
tention, muſt be fully and at once acquit: 
ted as to the eſſential part of this charge? 
and how" much mote abſurd to ſpeak of 


profeſſion of religion; -which'is {oi ravwidlhy | 
grounded, and which, according to its ori- 
; Zinal conſtitution, 41 ought ever to maintairi 

a friendly regard to the freedom of inquiry 
| and the righits of conſcience, theſe capital 
articles eue ſcheme? 
FFP 
Tur — 1 pen will not 
bear a diſpute; and therefore I hall g on 
| to obſerve, that, after having ſaid ſo much 
of the general deſign of the efor W 
and its leading principles, 5 
— wo 2 4 


this irrutionui principle, as the ſpirit of that TW 
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do the pur poſe of our preſent argument to 
take notice what in vain are the marks of 
the peculiar di- 
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remark the moſt bfſential — this | 
ject. Public ſervice had been long performs = 
ed in an unknown tongue: the reform 
ers rejected the practice; und the plaineſt 
dictates of reaſon condemn it. A num 
ber of rites had entered into divine worſhip, 
_ and a variety of ornaments had Been a Dee 
ed: che Hiſt reformers wire ger | 
opinion, that 4 great part of cheſe oug — = 
be removed, as fuperſtitious, and 


means conducive” to „ Fo 


piety ; or rather; as" plathily obſtructive ef 
the worſhip of the heart and underfiand- 
ing. And in this mattef of ettencing Hes | 
and ornaments; dome of their Gent funke 
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This kind of rn — a 
- had been long recommended to the world; 
and long had it almoſt entitely:ablorded-the 


_ devotions df the vulgar: but as it was ifra- 
tional in its on nature, and directly con- 


trary to the divine law, it was unanimouſſy 
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| rated, are but as the ſounding braſs and 
| tinkling abe Theſe are the ſenti- 


choughts: . defires die abs ung 
with a peculiar reſpect to the language of 
holy writ.” And an acquaintance with thie 
ſcriptures, it may be obſerved by the way, 
is to be aſſiduouſſy cultiuated in an eſpeciall 
manner, by all thoſe who are not injoined 
the reading of eſtabliſhed forms of prayer 
in their ſacred miniſtrations; that they may 
as the public miniſters of religion. But 
whether we may approve of the one or the 
other ſcheme; of that which would con- 
fine public worſhip to the regular uſe of 
ſtated forms, or of that other, AD 
go no further than a general director) 2D 
a recommendation of uſeful — of 
gevotion, | above all, of thoſe in facred- 
nien ſcripture; 
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things of leſs conſequence. And were not 
tlie doctrines in which they perfectly a- 
greed; moſt important, and moſt excellent? 


e. 


ſeripture; this, 1 fa. eee e | 


might differ in their opinions about ſome 


were they not grounded on the nature of 


Chriſtian worſſip, and of the plaineſt 


truths of the word of God? They were 


apparently ſo grounded; and, I truſt, will 
fill remain firm and unſſiaken, notwith- 
ſtanding the unwearied and combined ef- 


forts of ſuperſtition and cee 
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r you of what has been already hinted 


. particular profeſſion of religion, will, in one 
degree or other, diſcover itſelf in the writings 
2 its 65 ee who have all along 
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at before, namely, that the genius of any 
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maintained it principles and inteceſta. It 


auy one to me — @bils 

worth and a Tillatſon are marked with 
the character of enthuſiaſm? If the ſcheme 
of the Proteſtant religions; which they o 


wh muſt; not — hive left its 1 
traces, but have impreſſed — 4 
ture on their writings: a ſignature this, 
however, that hitherto hath not been viſi- 
ble, and) I ſuppoſe, will neyer hereafter 
become ſo, in the writings of theſe great 
men, or in the works of thoſe authors, who, 
ſince the æra of the reformation, have been 
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2 ho 5 1 rl n 044 
* W Sir, oth has 1 ute 
to remark on chis ſubject, in relation to the 


genius or ſpirit of the Proteſtant religion. 


We have conſidered it as it is exhihited in 
the general tendency of the reformation; in 


the great principles on-which it mw —_ 
ed an the peculiar: C 


@ £2 143 


— 


* 


—_ * 


red) and zealous friends. Upon t. 
whole, then, che, falſity,” the folly of the 
uſtaſm or fanaticiſm is, I 


: — — The true ge- 
nius of — char ror is as winches 


truth from error, wiſdom from wild extra- 
vagance, and as what is great, and good, and 
worthy, is to be diſtinguiſhed from what is 
mean, hurtful, and contemptible. Dark 
colours indeed may be thrown over the fair- 
eſt objects, or they may be preſented to our 
view in a falſe light, and be likewiſe blend- 
ed with objects of deformity; by which 
means their native grace and luſtre may be 
ſullied or impaired: but an attentive eye 
will ſoon perceive the deviation from truth 
and nature, which proceeds either from 
groſs miſtake, or from unworthy artifice. 
Thus alſo it is with reſpect to the objects 
of the underſtanding, and to the intellectual 
eye, uy beholds and judges concerning 

00 them, 
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them. And whoſoever,” my friend, has a 
right ſenſe of God and religion, muſt þe ſo- 


«434 


| icitous to know the truth; and to guard a- 
gainſt thoſe deceptions, Which may be. 
gangene conſequenceto dare abel 
may roam at large, e e 
and objects with light indifftrence, Which 
others, taught by the: puteſt reaſon and by 
heavenly wiſdom, are diſpoſed. to conſider 
with reverend regard. Mey chef benign 
and ſalutary dictates be ever: rightly attend- 
ed to by us. The ir importance, their ex- 
cellence is baſt known to thoſe.who. feel 
their amiable, influence; on their: hearts anα 
manners. ll rogqs . it 
o n gin V 0g 226:9"0t; (2Yy0rDa59% 
Aer ii 28 1 r 1941 V Aorftgion! 
SHI Reid 0 Sn b 09 . bes 01 No 4H 
O Otta n TER a H booyetiteriw 


3 


— 15 of ot eworrs: PRO 10710458 FAY 2087 


Zutritt N non ne SAU fam ors. 
19h n9v9 yeblogy 10 m0 Nn eke 


ondiſio d eg 12 Romo ban: 4 eee 
hanioogitothlento bois ig e ii b 
1. t op whit tb onmrſtinient ere lnb 00 


7 * 


k * f | » 2 Y 
&@ _ rf 6 #245 HoM I 
rr bt vrctt e BE l 


4 2 M. 1 E 2 10 II. rhe 


e Deng M’ Du ονẽe.οẽ 07210414 
TF. is true e ee woll affirm, 
chat not one article of che Proteſtant 

a can be feed b) whiar"Gonoefiw die 


on. It appears alſo to be not a tte un- 

generous, to exaggerate every failing, and to 
heighten every harſh feature, as it is nei- 
ther juſt nor candid” to diſguiſe or disfigure 
what is good and amiable. Ori ſore occa- 
ſions this author well knows how to give 
the moſt favourable repreſentation of things, 
and to admit every ſort of apology even for 
groſs defects, and the moſt culpable actions. 
Neither is this exceſs of mildneſs gw xm 
to the malcadminiſtration of princes : it 

reaches 


655 
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gots; in: particular to theiſe devuted tu ti 
Roman ſuperſtition, and in ſome medſure 
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Bur che firſt-refeirrhers) are treated in 4 
manner entirely differelt; nay, in a mah 
ner, IL am ſorry to ſay, that is by no means 
agreeable to the dictates of trutii and can 
dor: We have ſeen how: they ate charac 
teriſed as · enthuftaſts in the higlieſt degree; 
ab; fatratics, and as fanatics: of the worſt” 


graceful principle of enthurſtaſm or fanati! 
ciſm their Whole conduct i is aleribed:' 
Hence that rage of diſputè which every 
<« here ſeized: the newy religioniſts; that 


diſdain of ecclefiaſtical' fubjedtion 3" that 


« contempt. of ceremonies, - and of all 
ce. the exterior pomp and ſplen dor of Wr - 
hip. And hence too, tliat inflexible in- 


trepidity, with which they: braved dan- 
“gers, torments, and even death itſelf; 


© while they preached the'doEtrin&of piace," 
<< and carried the tumults of War through 


5 rg part: of Cbriſtendom. The very 
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reaches non / and then th the conduct of bi- 


kind}: furious and enraged: and to tiiis diſ- 
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fiſt deduction in this paragraph does not 


appear to be rightly formed; ſince à fana- 
tic; I ſuppoſe, is rather inclined to peremp- 
tory dictating, than to an eagerneſs of re- 
ſoning and diſpute. But be this as it will, 


Whatever is included in this ſame rage of 


diſpute, ſeems to belong in an equal 1 
according to our author's on account. 
ti - CIC rai er that he has ſtated in c D N mat On 
to fanaticiſm: for of the ſuperſtitious Ro- 
wen Cathelis be ſays, No wonder the 
church was animated with equal zeal and 
<<: ardor; in defence of their ancient and in- 
ce valuable poſſeſſions.” And he adds a 
e e nee ae rage of diſ- 

_— and the violence of oppoſition, ri 
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K 3 7 
8 * — disdain (eccleſiaſtical ſubjection- 


is the next mark of fanaticiſm. That the 
firſt reformers would not yield obedience to 
the rulers of the Popiſh church, is confeſſed 
and that they withdrew from their ſubjec- 
tion, or, if this author plcaſes, that they diſ- 
dained it. And does not he . 
Hah , noch 
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never once ſuſpected himſelf liable to tile 
charge of fanaticiſm on that account.. A 
ſlaviſh ſubjecticm to the dictates of men in 
matters of religion, is, in truth, wholly 
inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of Proteſtantiſm: 
but is it not equally ſo with the principles 
of the cleareſt reaſon, and with the natural 
rights of mankind? How ridiculous the 
f To refuſe ſuch blind and im- 
wich cit ſubmiſſion; is a charaQteriſtical mark of 
fanaticiſm? leave it with you to deter- 
mine, whether this propoſition is not here 
in effect affirmed by this author. 
wow bas one: v0 den ee eee, 
III muſt it fare with the reformers, if 
they are to be judged by ſuch a rule; and 
very hard it is, if they could not declare a. 
gainſt the ſervice in an unknown tongur, 
pobliclivectibi) Ads being. 
n . a e 4 88 IST TL "OY 
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k nad is ah m. ral 
LID Prey? condiration, 0 | 
dne to 3 motives that are 
n — A fenſe of duty, 2 
— A AE avon | 
the cauſe is good, mee Where 
1 „ Intrepidity bf ſpirit in its 
ence n | honourable th Hiftindtion. * Bue 


| of bezigion it 2 
by the TRE may be-cxertod 
by tin bigot, and fie wild en- 
de as wall as by the vile and wer- 
'< y-iricnds of tenth: Here ts ant _ 
——ů— Kof enthuſiafin, which win 
— ambigyous, and from which 
| — — 
and-< e t the d doctrine af | 
wards mor _ as come wilt 
l W md e, 


ane is the evidence attained ies | 
important 


{IF 
we 
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immporfant pauagraph; an evidence much too 
ende to ſupport the weighty charge thats 

brought againſt the firſt reformets. Butt 
to reſt in theſe general ſtrictures, let us pro- | 
ated a little: further in this ſuect. and take 
EE abel. aun 
255 uu 


ed amotigh the firitgrinuſes and: ſchelew f 
ey md eee hey tet 


to the introduction and .advincement , 
ancient literature. In their writings they 

0 toon diſcovered a Rrength of genius, 2 fai 
in the learnod lengnages, an arquainitariee 
with dhe oly-deriptards; and 4/knowlidge 
of Heathen and Chriſtian antiquity, greab- 
ly above the rate of thoſe who were ac- 
counted eminent doctors in the Raman 
church: and in ſome of their compoſitions, 
about which moſt care Was e | 
ta ſtyle were to de dit. 
1 bh cerned, 


ſeliolatiie learatight: anden 0 


. 
„ 
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; together with a manly and perſpi- 
manner of reaſoning; little known to 
thoſe mes: N of) Tings UO «| 


20 i a4 [1 il 181 190154! Saif tri r G: 


A weir niabiral tempers chere was ob- | 


ie and Inerepid ſpirie 
Jonge tc — Red Ovkellawha: 
cus und Bucer „0 Calvin? Peter Martyr, 
Kern rn EH Pp Somie of them 
s to their moral chin! weit! nic 
nouglh to ſay that it was irreproachable: 
: heir des were holy: and eremplary: they 
8 | influence of religion; and they 
a "ated" according to its dictates! Being 
pPowerfully animated by the faith and hope 
I. of Chriſtians,” they ſtudied to live up to 
their ſacred ere to approve 
themſelves 1 GD bag nals; SEL to 
terer odor-ivtoth- to Ge ce Sade 
* Alx, let it be remembered, chat vi- 
ſions, "revelations, and the pretenſion of 
immediate 1 are the higheſt de- 


b * — he very ſummit of fa- 
natical 
| 


— 
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natical phrenzy. Say; my friend were 
| ſuch things ever heard of amongſt thesfirſt 
reformers? Their works are open to o | 
inſpection: is there any thing of this kind 
to be found in them? Did they not ſtre- 
nuouſſy oppoſe and refute the wild and fe- 
ſtructiye principles of the enthuſiaſtie ſoct 
| which aroſe in Germany, and which, was. 
indeed the diſgrace of the Proteſtant name? 
And yet they muſt be charged with en- 
thuſiaſm, even in its higheſt. agree. It 
was obſerved. in the preceding letter, that 
fanaticiſm flies the teſt of reaſdn, | and Halls 
in the regard due to holy writ; Whilſt it 
appeals from them to internal light 'and - 
perception, to ſtrong impreſſions vr "ings 
pulſes on the mind, to ſomething Xtraor- 
| dinary and ſupernatural: add to-this whit N 
has been now hinted at concerning its bigh- 5 
eft - degree ;\ and let the matter be reſted 
here. Has this author any Where ſhe wn, 0 
or will he undertake to ſhew, that the fitſt = 
reformers ſo pretended,; and fo” appedled'®— 4 
If not, why is this character, to the xclu- | 3 
fion indeed of every other; affixed to thoſe 
plank: to. e in its diſtinctive on | 
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nr applitablocin itveflentiab partʒ liowrab- 
turd to ſpeak ah at n ders | 


bailed 10 Nd Tas 2001; ei noise 29161 


| --BoT, you wil fer, was-there nothing in- 
; texmperats, in their b nn — 
great gnds.they, had-in- 2 . 
ret n 
3 * eis and an- 
nM” zeal! is, not enthufaſm. They a" 
AQ eis QUURCT 
ther does che effect here 8 
dom che canſe; for we bave many a time 
* 1 mor id it an 
12 0 this cauſe-alone,, as it may be! at — 
leaſt, equally derived. from credulous and 
blind bigotry. Nay, I will venture to af- 
firm, that furious and deſolating zeal hath 
been f | in alliance with the ſuperſti- 
tious „principle more frequentiy than with 
che enthuſiaſtic one; and that its ravages, 
when thus allied, have era gau geplo· 
rable and d dreadful. 
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Leer us now cakes diſmiſs theſs'two 
 confuriigiterinsy! Entbufafſm and Fanati- 
u, which are fo familiar to this Hiſtö- 
rian, and with the help of which he has 
thought himſelf able to perform ſuch 
mighty feats. Suffer me, however, to re- 
mark a few things further as to the charge 
of intemperate zeal 1 
e eee ee 45 aber 
bt EAST HG fo 5 N ole 
4 have "atready: ee what in 
this reſpect they are not blameleſs. The 
particular conduct of one amongſt chem, 
whoſe natural temper was the moſt apt to 
hurry him into this extreme, ſhall be con- 
ee eee, ä Ry. 8 In 
Y by che Rand oO relighnn; that an indiſcreet 
and exceſſive zeal has been too often em- 
ployed to advance its intereſts. It is pity, 
ſure, that ever it ſhould be ſo; as this ſort of 
zeal has a tendency to hurt and to diſgrace 
any cauſe into which it enters. But when 
one gives evidence of an integrity of heart 
and purpoſe, favourable conſtructions are 
to be admitted, and the cenſure of hat is 
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an open generous honeſty of heart may be- 
tray: one, inthe 'warmth of oppoſition, in- 


perſons and things; as he will not, and can- 
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— coupe which this Teal 


e moment,” whether in algen or cn 


1 men to 2 — 


bounds of what is right and fit; and even 


s, and ſuch expreſſions about 


e ran 


prove, but Wee Aeg 1 we! may en 
demn, but with reluctance, and with all . - 
favourable abatements. Moderation and 


candour will dictate an apology for human 
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3 15 ever ſuch — is to „ber nne, 
ſurely ee eee in the mat 


ter now before us. Grant that the public 
conduct of the reformerꝭ 


ſtances was not unexceptionable and that | 
N 1225 74 their 
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in God, and commending themſelues to his 
protection; animated by a good conſcience, 
and —— Bore proſpetts 
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ſtrengthened them. 
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| Wer 7 well | that 
known, the objections 
which they raiſed at firſt: ——— 
Denen n. —— received 
I The —— 5 
— . itſelf, and as it 
ow objections. [Theſe —ͤ—ͤ—ͤ— 
any: Anme de ag menb of 
2 earned. At the ſame time, they who 
it in. their power to redreſs. what was 


complained of, 
were properly ſupplicated 
r 4 ae 


che groſſeſt errors are obſtinately-defended. 


However, - thoſe who: had fo 
well | 
po henna ate, 
e prejudices, and in cultivating 
. ſcripture, - of Chriſtian an- 
tiquity, the writings of the moſt ap- 
. inthe church. What light 
ie from theſe| was imparted. * 
—_— 3 till at laſt the errors of Popery 
— —— 
important inſtances, from the ge- 


nuine 
doctrines and _— * our holy. reli- 
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a ; 28 | —_ 


4939 
E 8 


ad 


Let. HI. Mo Huſz% Hitroxy. 7 
— —— R 
dominion were laid: open f that Homi⸗ 
nion, which} was ſo ahſiirdli claim, un⁰j,ẽ 
had been ſa widely extended and fo bold: 
Iy exerciſed-. If we have à right ſenſe 1] 
fliend, of the piteous ſtate raf the Chriſtian 
church,  ami:all-1this-degenetdcyrahdiops 
ve muſt admit, that the cauſe in 
| which-the — of 
the kigheſt moment, in ev 
the alarm was ſoon taken by! 
gets, and by thoſe whote intereſt it Ws 
that things ſhould remain as they were, 
They began ta be more; afraid, hen they 
underſtood that the doctrimes bf liberty am 


truth were liſtened to withyptedſore and ap- 


probation, | Various countits art held; df 
ferent meaſures are propoſeil for” giving a 
check to the progreſs of theſe e- 
and for enticing or inti 


. 18 


the fight of Oed and man? or elſe, were 
they to fit don tamely and paſſively,” tilt 
they ſhould be dragged to priſons, 0 tor- 
ttires, and a" cruel death? How ſhockin 
0 aaute Merkatter dhdten? dd, is not « the 
3 


oben, dr e 
os entithe violence afthethentunids;tey 
| belappaſeds! r 
gainſt wary to pronouNes; hemp guilty of 
1 and blaſphemy, 1. to expoſe them 
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to the hatredcand- eee, blind 
"ih inflamed. Nr en awed 0p HAIG mauoo 


09! 1443. 00} crate ogy mtnrucionte 1 
eee the great importance of the 
cauſe might well allow af an ander of ſpirit, : jo 
and did indeed require it; is it any wonder, 
if, in ſuch difficult and dangerous circum- 
ſtances, the weakneſs and perturbation of 
human paſſions mingled ſometimes with 
their religious zeal? They did ſome- 
times mingle with it, eſpecially in one f 8 
them, who was naturally of a m ee 
per, who was obliged 10 paſs, tough a 
turbulent ſcene, and againſt whom the re- pt 
ſentment and malice, of 3 5 
reformation were chiefly pointed. But ſure- 
ly a candid judge will be ready to make all 2355 
reaſonable allowances, in ſo peculiar a, caſe, £ 
Nay, - I do not know, whether they. may 5 4 
not be entirely acquitted with relation to 
ſome things which have been e to an | 
N neee 40 
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vi at” my end, 1 am Shao * A 
own, that heretofore, in reading ſome paſſa- . 
ges of their . . the 28 1 ; 
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| | ing irapiety;'and flagitious manners of the 
court of Rome, I was apt to ſuſpect a height 
of colouring in the deſcriptions, - till I found 
that fimilar — giver-by. 1 f 

"rabaon 7 Aus n 42 RES 3: Dt "Even 


_ «FALINS. e 1 Toles mib 1. 2 
? . « Poteſt. in one of his 2 
: 1 era = non D 4 blaſphemiis in 
Deum, ſed in hos horrendis ſuppliciis animadvertitur. At 

« ego-Rome his auribus audivi quoſdam abominandis blaſ- 
4, phamiſs didacdantny in. Chriſtum, : et in illus apoſtolos, 

« jdque multis mecum audientibus, et quidem i impune. I- 

4 bidem multos novi, qui commemorabant ſe dicta horren· 
” da audiſſe, a quibuſdam ſacerdotibus aulz pontificiz mini- 
« ſtris, idque in ipſa miſſa, tam clare ut ea vox ad multorum 
t aures pervenerit. Bayle's die. art. Calvin. 

v Memini eum aliquando,“ fays the writer of Caſtellan's 
nie, cum pontiſicum Romanorum ſupinas libidines;- a- 
7, yaritiam, et rapacitatem, religionis contemptum, ſuper- 
* biamque cardinalium, luxum, et ignaviam, nundinatio- 
r Beſqwe, cauponationes, et flagitia reliqua aulicorum Ro- 
« manenſum deſcriberet, et cætera quæ tunc vidiſſet com- 
4 memoraret, ita animo concitari et indignatione com- 
cc moveri conſueviſſe, ut ei non modo in facie color, ſed et 
4 toto corpore geſtus motuſque i vmutarentur; ut etiam 
. © mihi frequenter diceret, ſibi eſſe perſuaſiſſimum, ne pont 
« tifices quidem Romanos religionis et ſacrorum antiſtites, 
cc tot ſuis ſvorumque flagitiis ſceleribuſque contaminatos, 
10 vere et ex animo Chriſtum colere ; quæ autem in reli- 


« gione facerent, retinend=z ationis cauſa, _ | 
«larva ad fallendum appoſita, egregie iimulare.”” / 1, art. art. J 
* 6 Scimus 
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ve en Pope Adrian himſelf had h much ho- 
belly) as fairly and publicly to acknows 
ledge, that, for ſome time paſt, many ab- 
F ominable things had prewailed in the 
% Roman court; that che diſcaſe had been 
« derived: from the head to the members; 
<4, and that all was changed to the works.” 
A politic Cardinal, it is true, thinks but 
meanly of his prudence on account of this 
open confeſſion: ('Thoppo. aperto, as I re- 
member, are Pallavicini's words). But we 
may be well aſſured, that the diforders of 
that court were extreme, and the marks of 
the diſtemper flagrant, when fach confef- 
fion was made of its maligaity b the Ro- 
man Pontiff; However, after this declara- 
tion, bis days were but few, andhis ſuccef- 
„„ RP 


* 


ker ig be eber roguarked on the whole. 


"fins in hac ſanta ſede, aliquot jam annis, multa tho. 
% minanda ſuiſſe ;—et omnia denique i in perverſum mutata. 
© Nec mirum, 6 zgritudo a capite in wembray g fupowiy 
« pontificibus in alios inſeriores przlatos, deſcenderit.” 3 
Inftrutlio Alriani os D, F. ech N faſcicule 1 Perc 
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. this age chat the n Which is 
8 in their behalf, may likewiſe 
be reaſonabiy urged in the caſe of thoſe-who 
are liable to the fame charge, for their con- 
duct in advancing the intereſts of the refor- 
mation, in thoſe countries where the princes 
adhered to the Roman-Catholic religion. 
In ſome of them the reformation at laſt pre · 
vailed; in others it was aer; and borne 
down by eccleſiaſtical tyranny, unworthily 5 
abetted by the civil power. It is obſerved 
by a celebrated hiſtorian, in ſpeaking of the 
reformation in Scotland, that in the me- 
« thods by which it was advanced, there 
e was too great a mixture of the heat and 
«.-forwardneſs that is natural to the genius 
« of that country.” Be it fo, if you will: 
but let it not be forgot, that ere things came 
to a criſis in the year 1558, and during the 
. ſpace of thirty years preceding, | many of 
. thoſe who eſpouſed the Proteſtant principles, | 
had felt the weight of perſecution in one or 
other of its various forms. Beſides impri- 
ſonment, baniſhment, and different. ſpecies 
of rigorous treatment, there had been but 
| too many inftances of inhuman violence 


and 


__— 
> one 


i 
| and bloody cruelty. Every. one knows by 
whom theſe meaſures were carried on, and 
how little the civil power interpoſed, in or- 
der to control this tyranny. of the Popiſh 
clergy. The caſe of extreme neceſſity at laſt 
took place; and a great many of the nobi- 
| lity and - barons aſſociated themſelves for 
mutual defence, in their profeſſion of the 
Proteſtant religion. In a ſhort time after, 
the parliament approved of the confeſſion 
faith that was preſented.” to chem; z and 
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this diſtance, to ſit down. in great tranquil- | 5 


lity, and ſagely to pronounce, that this or 
the other meaſure was too precipitate; and 
chat the zeal of certain perſons, at ſuch a 
time, and of the multitude; at ſuch an- 
other, was quite irregular. But if we look 
backwards, and impartially conſider the ge- 
neral ſtate of things at that period, and the 


different cen nen affecting It, our cen- 8 or 


tall a find 1 inclined to ng. 
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ren Me 8 1 met oY 
4 \ from ſeme neceſfery avooutions,' I 
fe go Gn e confider What is/comtainied lin 
the fecend paſſage concerning the referma- 
tion, Which I wanſcribed in ty firſt der 
e Before the reformation, all men ef ſenſe 
and virtue wiſlied impatieniiy for ferne 
ebert, "Which fight repreſs the-exothi. 
tant potyer of the cergy All over Herepe, 
— and put · an end to the ufbounded ufur- 
e pations and pretenſions of the Roman 
% Pontiff. But when the dectrine of Lu- 
« ther was protrtulgated, they were ſume- 
ee What alarmed at the ſharpneſs of the 
e 'retniedy,” Gr:. It had been obſerved, 
« "that, upon the tevivdl of letters, very 
* genetqus und enlargetl ſentiments I 
<« gion prevailed throughout all Italy; _— 
and that, during the reign of Beo, He 
“ court of Rome itſelf, in imitation of 1 
« their illuſtrious Prince; had not been 
7 2 — 3 
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Tux general meaning of the whole paſ- 
. ſage ſeems to be this, That men of: ſenſe 
and virtue longed for a reformation of thoſe 
eccleſiaſtical abuſes which were extremely 
grievous; that they waited for ſome eyent, 
which might be happily improved to this 
| that the attachment of the mul- 
titude to the Romiſh ſuperſtition was not 
very ſtrong; that the revival of learning, 
in all probability, would have been of in- 
fluence, by itſelf, to have corrected what 
was moſt complained of; that in fact Pope 


Leo and the court of Rome were not want⸗ 


ing in a juſt ſenſe of freedom; and there- 
fore it would appear, that it was by no 
means neceſſary for the firſt reformers to 
ſtir in that matter, and far leſs to be ſo 
deeply engaged in it. Very probably too, 
had they proceeded more leiſurely, much 
might have been granted, and ſome thing gs 
extremely W r never have 


1 | 
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1 my friend, is the general. train 5 
ebe is ſet before us in the a- 
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- our review. Nothing can be more? certain; | 
rr before the age of Luther; 
many wiſe and good men had expreſſed 

their ſenſe of the degenerate ftate'of- the 
Chriſtian church, of the corruptions which 
prevailed, and the oppreſſive tyranny that 
was exerciſed in it. In the fourteenth and 
fifteenth: centuries, to go no further back, 
their complaints were loud and frequent. 
They who conſidered things in à religious 
light, were much affected with the depra- 
vations of Chriſtian doctrine and worſhip, 
vith the prevalence of ſuperſtition in its 
noxious and extenſive influence, and with 

the groſs ignorance and corruption of man- | 

ners which were ſpread through all the 

orders of eccleſiaſtics. But they who. co t 
dered things in a political light, were 

cbiefly attentive to what regarded the ex- 
ternal government of the church, and the 
exerciſe of that unlimited power to which 
the Roman ſee laid claim. Againſt this the 
princes: of Europe had, from time to 


remonſtrated, and ſome attempts had 
made to. ANON: 115 . however, "for. | 
"of 1 10411711155 e 
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82 en + win Ws „Mer * 
both in England and Germany, there Were 
dme eminent doctors, who declated a- 
gamſt many things that bore the marks of 
© flate of religion exceedinghy vitated; and 
whoſe- writings art to be conſidered. 50 
fort of dawn of the niorning, breaking out 

after a dong and diſmal night ef Gothic 
_ Garknebs. This dawin was joyfully behold 
dy many; and ita progreſs was gradual to- 
wards the age of the reformation, in which 
che more perfect li light of religious kn.] 
bedge began again to fine on the Chriſtian 
World. The books of Wickliff, and of his 
Wlowers, had been diſperſed through Eng- 
land, and afterwards' they found their way 
into foreign parts.” The doctrinęs contain- 
ed in them were highly reliſhed by not a 
few; both at home and abroad; to tlie irl- 
dignation of all wha' choſe to retain” their 
primitive ignorance and ſubmiffion; and of 
thoſe too whoſe intereſt it was to deſend 
the cauſe of da and ſlavery, to ſup- 


1 


port every ancient error, all tenets of what- 
ſoever kind. which had been he | 
| embraced by the church; and to guard a- 
ainſt dan innovatior 000 Ke, - 


34 


Lr us now attend to our author's a0 
count of this matter. What is it that «alt 
4 men of ſenſe and virtue wiſhed for im- 
ow Ki2-9ng94 £4 Hs the: foro og 


EN Fer oat We the un- 
e bounded uſurpations and pretenſions of 


1 the Roman Pontiff. And was this all 
that they wiſhed to ſee. redrefied: ?. Were 
| the views. of the wiſe and 
confined. to the reſtraint of the p 
the clergy, and of the Pontiff's uſurpations ? 
Was this the whole of what was intended 
by the firſt: reformers ?/ and if *;ſuch-of 
the eccleſiaſtical abuſes as were the groſ- 

& ſeſt and moſt cee Ccor- 
$6, would this have ſufficed 7. 
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Tus I no doubt, was fanour: 
ed by man on account of its influenge 5 
the political intereſts of the ſeveral 


but there was another, and a moſt i important 
view: of-it-- The very name of reformation 
Meli gion points. to/this different; and high- 
_erview. | 'To.cemone its deplorable rrup- 
tions, to teſtote the knowledge 
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truth,-to:diſcloſeithe Galſchood and fatal ten- 


dency of thoſe tepcts and practices o ſuper- 
ſliton which, had ſo baleful an aſgecd . on 
worſtip, life, and lee 
the Qhriſtian church. might aſſume a better 
and/a puter ſotmn; this, L ſay, wasn god 
aud noble aim, and this was the ow the 
e. 213.10 iris ahn o. bonn 
: * Pan e Bino och to o Da r 5 off; 
Jer e too bad/thc-warkl. to oom 


ach they ne in vr oi the 
power, is: which! they\ had been 16; Jong 
ſubjected. If the reformation prevailed, it 

would 
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c treme.· And therefore it it might have 
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been concluded, that it pould, he no diffi- 


cult matter, to. diſengage them; the rather 
chat learning and knowledge began to be 


introduced. This, I think, is the copſe- 
- quence that is meant to be infinuated. But it 


»-< 4 


is oppoſed by hiſtory and experience ; by the 
| Hiſtory of the reformation, and by. the ſtats 
of the Roman-Catholic religion at this day. 
as. the. great. progreſs, of learning in Eu- 
E during the two laſt centuries, has not 
ced any conſiderable change to. the 
43:24 in many nations, which till retain - 
their warm affection to ancient ſuperſtition; 


ſo is not this a demonſtration, in fact, that 


our author's reaſoning is fallacious? The 
truth is, the knowledge of arts and ſciences 


way flouriſh, where the knowledge of true 


religion makes but flow advances; eſpecial- 
I if means of every kind are uſed to in- 
terrupt its progreſs. That this was the caſe 
here, we certainly. know; and the conſe- 
quences are in our time manifeſt in Popiſh | 
countries, where ignorance and bigotry are 
orally allied in the 10 5 oh | caſtitares, 
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a, TAPES, can 1 aſſent w.the propoſition 
dels, That, < in the preceding ſtate of 'ig- 
« norance, the attachment to ſuperſtition, 
« though without reſerye, was not extreme.” 
It would ſeem, that attachment may well be 
called extreme, which is accompanied 
with a full and implicit reſignation of the- 
underſtanding and will to the doftrines and 
dictates of ſuperſtition. Can it be faid,” 

the attachment to Seek and its ſuperſti- 
tions was not extreme, ”, when, in the hi- 
ſtory of ſome preceding centuries, we read ſo 
often of the furious efforts, of the multitude 
in their defence, and of that outrageous. bi- 
gotry of theirs, which even monarchs dread- 
ed, and whoſe terrors added ſo mighty an 
efficacy to eccleſiaſtical menaces, and ; papal 
thunders ?. Was not the attachment ex- 
treme,” which ſo frequenth prevailed 

the reſpect and ann 2 ſubjectz = 
ed to their natural princes, and which arm- 
ed. them againſt. thoſe princes, of whoſe 
conduc towards thenlelves. they had, not 


1 PP an Dor f 


8 E G. 97 N 
che Mean real r to CORR?! May bt ki 
epithet © extreme” be WH HATES to wat 
ſort of attachment and zeal, e - 


_ WR Pt in ExBhution the 
dels of the Nom — ng „ 0 
- gecco pee Win The . of 
. pefitidcn,” And Er wie Kröte 
neuss in "We" Aae | 
Ages. T d bot EDT 25 
Fons irt dhe eilt, lieh 15 
o che kth of* "ili; der 


de Aftef Wards " NT ver 


po. 

| n the eities, ſtates, ot pine Be e 
kaufte, den tee Ame, Bus 848 7 5 

Noam ee. AI dil, 1 think, Will go far 


töwärde eviifiteithy the negative 8 
bove 90 


öh. 1 109009 Say x0 * 
ne Wen of Lobhe #102759 Sr Dog 
Ir might hae Fr Weh. = a6 be. 
that "Jearnih lg” and Ktiowledgt Wolfe 
Peted ene Eyes of en, an Go 
uch f We deli fticat" ables 
wy Were HE gröffeft a a ock buen. 
*Oitihe.” It Rad peen Gbſttwe We. He 
ers wecken Wi Ele dae A. 
» ledge 


BY 
1 


52 


; bet: 55 0 W PRESS 6 
1. dae, 
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to, this, that they ſhould, know. they 
n link, dan a ih d chain Ade | 
wrong. merely: theo! ignorangs:and; miſtake? £ 
Ang) was it to be hoped, that ſo ſoon aaithay 

were appided. of what was juit and d. 
_ thipgsweuldibe-reduced: t9.4; regulariiatder | 
enough? and; that, asl the e UnhLur 
by ambition, pride, and intereſt; thay u 
be ready, toi comply,; with, the dirsctions of 
equity and. n Teaſgn,?-+ According to 
_ this ſcheme, I cannot poſſibl aſſign any 
reaſon, why they ſhould have been ſo ent- 
ged at thoſe "who honeſtly: endeavourei to 
et all cheſe matters before them in the dear 
_ eſt light, and to hold up to them tho glaſs. of 
reaſon. as well as: that of holy ſcripture and 
prixbtiys antiquity; in which they! might 
view. the ven deformed. natuge of thoſe, core 
ruptions which! Had a brasil 
: Rm ings? Tug 0 (cl [dof 
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3 . — 4 of its Lott is to be — 
in che proceedings of the Lateran council, 
| chat was aſſembled during his pontificate. 
_ _ On che contrary; he was not only folicitous 


1 to retain, but he ſtrove to enlarge the P | 
2 power, and to get rid of ſome reſtraints 

- 7 which had been laid on it by the council of 
hai, about ſeventy years before. Neither 
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pearance of reformation in the as of this _— 
Lateran council, relates, fbr the; moſt par 
to matters of ſinall conſeſquenee; and vhert 
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that che learning of this 
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LN us; now . 
_ *lenſe of a OI 
re; blended. Wun 

*< very. generous and rote ſe 
religion. The me ing 1 9 8 
Words, according; to bis ſenſe of things, 
gel be 8 eaſily aſcertained. . That 


<. philoſophical ſect, .who haye of late re- 


ne dhe of freethinkers.*,” 
was not firſt, heard of in our age. The Pope 
K bom we ſpeak, and ſome of ; his chief 
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a Chrillanh nationibus, decent. 
ec ptata reformatio: vel, ut 
＋ Romanæ ineruſtatio r in volutio. Aud n, in 
Den of the court of Rome, © Cum ;gitur morbi, ivjurig. 
« atque corruptelæ illinc unde medicina juraque falutaria 
< debebant promanare, ſcaturiunt ; quotuſquiſque et de ec 
4 eleſir in melius inſtauratione, et de publica ſalute, ſpem 
« omnem non merito abjiciat ? ?? Richerii Biß coneil, gener. 
Bb. 8 Vale, Chriſtiane lector,“ ſays another Roman 
dofr,” « et eccleſiaftice diſciplinz ad deteriora prolaban- 
4 ti quotidie, quoniam aliud nihil fere * e 
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word, it was-ſaid that they had no great be- 
- gard to ſome of the eſſential principles of 
* and abe Chriſtian Sach and che 


n lla eig nfidelic 
AIRED TIRE Italy. 
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doctrine as it was exhibited in the teneti uf 


not poſſibiy pield their afſent. Thus, with: = 5 
aut entering into a mn 85 5 


form their concluſions on the fide of infide· 
lity. Theſe received an additional force 
from their knowledge of the licentious 
manners of the eccleſiaſtics, from their at- 
tention to the frame of worſhip that was e- 
ſtabliſhed, to the variety of gainful tenets 
that were ſtrongly inculcated, and of ſhame- 
eee were publicly __— 5 
1 a word, to thoſe pretenſions a 
tone 8 N > op N maxims 
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Nes Ae de by Mid whine 
was called the government of the church 
had bean converted into a mere fecular em- 
pire, hoft concerns were managed ac 
gr os the uſual methods of conducting 
the ſchemes of intereſt and ambition. When 
they :thought'of. all this; and did mot make 
proper iſtinctidns on the ſubject, ihey were 
ſtill further confirmed: in thei prejudices,” 
and cncluſions, againſt the Chriſtian religion 
tlc Pity indeed: that it fnould have been 
ſo disfigurbd; and that a hideous phantom 
ſhould hate beten preſented to view inſtead 
oft angelie form! But no great oompli⸗ 
ment, however, is due to their diſternment, 
Who did not perceive the fallacy and gros 
impoſture ; or to their love uf truth, who 
Were not r eee its delullve ret 
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of a better ſpirit, and of juft diſcernment; 
who ſoon favoured: the doctrines of the re- 
formation, and in a little time after embra 
ed them. with pleaſure ; although, on this 
ara ſeveral of them were obliged to 
aint ak aban ow 


dame. Mo Huss HiTronr: 1 


| abandon thein native county, de they 
— 0 vi very pen. 
fons who 9 had a gaſti | 
*+ſenſe/ of freedom? of bows noon ng - 
Nin d bin notbAtbi 00 1 22907 ach 
be Drs: fame illuſtrious Pontiff; with alk is: 
«juſt ſenſe! of fr * exerted him 
in the manner of tho Toft determined, bi- 0 
| got, in many inſtances; particulatly ſo | 
— ns Wes firſt! reformers in.Gen: 
ws 2 r — 
theiſt, if you will;ivdothibynomeangfels | 
low, that he would allow others to eſpouſe 
what opinions they pleafed, to judge for 
themſelves; to declare their ſentiments and 
to act according to the dictates of conſcience} 
; NIE reaſon i 
been fatal tos hate intereſts Which rn 
preme in his affection. Some of the moſt 
 irreligious and profligate of his predeceſſors 
had ſhewn themſelves,” upon occaftohs, to 
be the moſt violent perſecutors of all thoſe 
who refuſed their aſſent and ſubmiſſion to 
| 2 * and rites. Whether 
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Popes Leo and Adrian d the firſt 
_ Alanis; ——— is 
fully ſuffeient to confirm it. In cheir out- 
treatment of them, the honeſt bigot 
and the illuſtrious ſceptic moſt: cordially 
agree; however widely they „ eee 
their own private ſentiments abdut religi 
There is then no ſort of connection 
Lean perceive, betwixt the Deiſtical reins 
ciples of Spells: and his courtiers; and 
their bearing the leaſt good- will to the refor- 
mation of the church. Had there been any 
ſuch connection, a change would have com- 
menced long before, as this vas not the firft 
Pon f echo was ſuſpected of theſe principles. 
Some others had been accuſed; af them, in 
ene 1 and in the face of 
councils. -, To fay truth, it is ſome- 
whis 2 author, to talk of any 
hays of reformation, or even of indul- 
to it, from that quarter: and in fact, 
this fame « juſt ſenſe of freedom,” which 
n | 18 
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bende, did not b hk Goa R 
into all meaſures of ſeverity and raue 
againſt thoſe who honeſtly and N 6 
| feſſed their opinion w_ belief. 1 babe 2 
"lt 21. Ul. MAV. 2 eb, 4645332 
As to what he — < generous" and en- 
arged ſentiments ol region,” —— 


to the principles of eepticiſm and/infidelity; 
which would op; us of all noble ſenti- 
of all —— are of- inward tranquilliz 
ty, would extinguiſh our hopes with! re- 
ſpect to a better and a happier world, and 
would preſent to us a dejecting and debaſing 
view of nature, of mankind, and of God. 

hut what is in itſelf abſurd and ſordid; 
may be dignified, or may be meant to be 
ſome of thoſe who do ſo, may perhaps 
dream of their making great progreſs in the 
paths of learning and true knowledge; 
while, in reality, they are bewildered in a 
maze of dark eee e are my to 
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Ser then, my friend, how we are to 
conclude, upon the whole, concerning that 
: train of ſentiments and hints which is fur- 
| out D ; this hiſtorian. They are in- 
tended, ydu ſee, to perſuade, that it was 
not at al neceſſary for the firſt reformers to 
beſtir themſelves as they did ſinee it might 
have been hoped, that, upon the reviyal of 
 tearnings a reformation would have follow - 
ed of courte;-eſperially: as the attachment 
of the multitude to thoſe: ſupexſtitions, to 
whi they had been long accuſtbmed, was 
not extreme: nay, it was to be. hoped, | 
| —————— bran - 
favoured and promoted even by the court of 
Rome itſelf; and the rather, that the Pope 
dank his chief friends, in conſequence f 
| ſceptical or libertine prints „ Would 
probably have very little regarded what o. 
pinions were prevalent; and would not un- 
ly have allowed men to think and proſeſs 
= they pleaſed, but would have alſo cur- 
_recte _ had been moſt. complained of, 
ps: 


- 


| perk, de ſhall won, if I miſtake not, 


and put a final period to the oppreflive ex 
nn: r 271 tr 

; SOV OY 19430 SH) It $4543" n ol gies tt 
iHixne, tb Ain one might ſalely drop 
the ſubzect: but, that you may have a mote 
full view of it, it may not be improper to 
enter into ſome further particulars, and to 
remind you of en tothe - 
frft ſteps of the reformiation ij by an atten» 
tion to which, it will- be cafily diſcerned | 
what was the ſpirit of the court of Rome, 
and to whom the epithets furious and 
enraged do moſt juſtly- appettain.. We 
have ſeen-to whom this hiſtorian would an. 
them: but that they may he 
aſeribed to very different 
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Lurnbks it is \ wellknown, firſt ſet him · 
tas: againſt the Hotorious abuſe of indul- 
gences. Theſe the Pope had-eauſetl td be 
publiſhed every where, that he might. rer 
medy the diſorder of his finances: ich had 
been much exhauſted ; and might like wie 
have it 1 in his power to beſtow. r 
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on his friend. by affigning them the reve- 
nues that were to be derived from thoſe 
indulgences in this or the other province. 
F. Paul (whoſe account of things I have now 
chiefly in my eye) has remarked, that Pope 
Urban, towards the end of the eleventh 
 eenitury, firſt granted plenary” indulgences 
80 eee gn Hes * 
adds . 3 55 foveralo of his 
ſueceſſors; - who refined upon this new in- 
vention, and extended their indulgences 
to thoſe who ſhould furniſſi men or money 
thoſe alſo who ſhould, in like manner, 
_ affiſt in the croiſades er inſt thoſe Chri- 
| ſans who fell under the diſpleaſure of 
the Roman Pontiffs. He n to inform 
us, that the world! had frequently ſeen theſe 
ſums, or at leaſt a great part of them, ap- 
| plied to purpoſes very e Amen from that, 
ou. A of which hcjt had-been 
' . amaſſed! As to Leo's indulgences, they 
were giwen to all without exception who 
_ would: purchaſe them; and were intended 
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ws be leyied in |Saxony and the north 


Tur who, publiſhed the: een 
behaved themſelves in the moſt ſcandalous 


manner; fo. that wiſe and ſober men were 


— to reach eee 


fouls in purgatory, in order to their inſtant 


delirerance. In the diſtribution of the re- 
venue that Vas to be raiſed from łhe ſale of 
his indulgences, he made a gift of What 


n parts of Germany, to his ſiſter, Who 
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quite ſhocked at the ſhameful tenets which 5 


| they maintained, and at the natüre dhd 


5 circumſtances of this infamous brokage, 
in ſpeaking of this ſubject, a famous Ita- 


lian author fays, that the Biſhop Arem- 
© baud, who received his commiſſion from 


„the Pope's ſiſter, was a miniſter worthy. | 
of ſuch a commiſſion, and that he ee. 


40 

15 cuted it with great extortion and 5 
< rice; that many of thoſe perſons. who 
& were employed: under him, gamed ii 
« theſe e in taverns; and _ 
ag 92 
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tens known through alt Germany, chat 
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- Githe whole of 
the avaribe of a lady; therefore an in- 
e dignation of ſpirit; and an abhorrence of 
c this exaction, and of its miniſters; had 
te been raiſed in the breaſts of men; and 
ce that the character and —_ of the 
e — ſuffe | 
n 2 CET ASGc þ Has A 2 ©} 4 Ne 
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_ & ſeandalo aſſai, & ſpecialmente nella Germania; dove A 
te molti de' miniſtri erano veduta vendere per poco Prezzo, « 0 
giocarſi file taverne la faculta del liberare Patiline 
e morti dal purgatorio. Et acrebbe che I ponteſice, a | 
F< quale per facilita della natura ſua, eſſercitava in molte 
* cole con poca maeſta T ufficio ponteficale; dono. a Mad- | 
6 Galen ſus ſorella lo emolumento, et Leſattione delle in- 
6 dulgente di molte parti di Germania; la quale havendo 


+ ®, fo Haveva as in mots luoghi indegwatione, & "2 


« fatto deputare commeſſario il Veſoovo Aremboddo, mi- 


| et niſtro degno di queſta commeſſione, che Leſſercitava con 
e grande araritia et eſtorſione, e ſapendoſi per tutta la 
. Germania che i danari, cle (© ere nen-endeyanc 


| 6 al ponteſice, o alla camera apoſtolica, donde non ſarebba 


i : FO ſtato poſſidile che qualche or ſene fuſſe ſpeſa in uſi 
10 buoni, 
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- author]: now point at, was not a friend to 
the ee Jet he io not unwilfag to 


foundedit aal boni D ¹ẽCz 
wr mitob0l da ben ein! lo Ir 18> 8 


| haviour'of thoſe who diſtributed them fle 1 
laid che caſs before the'Bihop'of Branden- „ 
burg and the Ar ef Mentz, to 4 
hom he directed very ſubriifſive" letter 
though Without effeck. After warde hæin g 
pm ——ů— Hed he pus 

bliſhed "His ſentimetis about Then! — 
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1 eren 2 era deſtinate a ſativfare all avarizia Cans 
« A haveva fatto deteſtabile non ſolo Velatt] n 45 
| , T minitrt di quella,” ma if note ancora, e 4 | _ 
=. nne concbdeva. La-qual cc 1 
ſione ba vendo preſa Lutero, et hayendo c. 0 e 
0 hear queſte conceſſioni, et a taſſarre i in queſte Pau- 
« torita del 2 multiplicandogh in cauſa ne 


; purgatory 
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putgstbey, penance, and olher points inter- 
mixed with them. This ſmall tract was writ 
in the ſcholaſtio way and his opinions were 
formed into a great many theſes or con- 

dlufions, to the examination of which the 
learned were invited. He ſent it to che vi- 
Car- general of his order, about Midſummer 
AS 8, an 1 a Sore} e 
quaints. 5 —— indul- 
gences had nent the moſt impious 
| and heretical; doctrines; that, they had im- 
poſed; an oath//upon., confeſſors,, binding 
chem to inculcate theſe; and that they were 
| guilty of inſatiable avarice, r ing them- 
ſelves ſecure under che proteQtion of his 
| great name, which many had taken occa- 
ſion on their account to reproach. He adds, 
that be was much affected with. all this 
ſcene; andi that as he was deſtitute of au- 
chority, he had addreſſed himſelf to ſome 
of the great prelates of the church con- 
cerning it; that their treatment of him 
was different; and that the terror of his 
Holineſs's name, and the threatenings of 
ee had match influence upon 


"£2 8 ; them: 
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them : at length, as he goes on, when he 
could do nothing elſe, mung 
gently to oppoſe theſe corrupt teachers, 
calling in queſtion their tenets, and propo- 
fing a diſputation upon 


them. To this end 
he pad wrote and printed a ſhort treatiſe; 
which he might well do; wWwho was, by his 
apoſtolic authority, a profeſſor of theology, | 
 agreeably to the uſual manner in all univer- 
ities, where ſubjects of ſuperior. import- 
ance to any he had touched were every 
day canvaſſed. It was compoſed in the 
form that is familiar to the ſchools, but 
not at all adapted to the u underſtandings of | 
the vulgar. . Now that he had declared his 
ſentiments, he' aſks what he ſhould do. 
le was conſcious to himſelf of his own de- 
feds in point of genius and learning: he 
had been unwilling to appear in public: he 
Was ſenſible, that he had incurred the Ha- 
tred of many: he wiſhed to mitigate it, 
and to guard againſt ĩts effects; and _ 
fore would he commend himſelf to his p 
tection: he refers the whole matter t ki 
Holineſs ; and. concludes with expreſſing 
his nope get to ver JR _—_ authorl- | 
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in dery humble terms. Thi iche dab. 
ande of that famous di If al pho: 
voi et qurion ods S od Mien 
rpg bas wan moi .aicaiti.- 


big? «\Coepit apud mee Ae 
4e ille indulgen tiarum apoſtolicarum, profecitque adgo u 
procones ili, fb ral nomal rerrore dimm fi Beere 


| eee quod 

ce het ſua venena — — 
ita ſtatuerunt ut confeſſures juramento adigerent. quo hæc 
* .ipſa ſideliſſime inſtantiſſimeque populo inculcarent. Ve- 
«7a Hico—extant libelll, 2 poſſunt negare. - Unum 
at de ſandals Tedabant, Li terror nominis; tul; 


6 < befum.——Verum, oiblomings crebreſebant fabulte per 
e tabernas de avaritia facerdotum, detractioneque clatſum 
r fuminique pontifitis, ut teſtis eſt vox totius hejus terræ· 
Ego ane (ut fateor) pro zelo Chriſti, ſicuti mi videbar, 
« aut, fi ita placet, pro juvenili calore, urebar z nec tamen 
4 meum eſſe videbam in tis quicquam ſtatuert aut facere; 
* momui priratim aliquot maguates ecclefiarum, 
Hic ab alis acceptabar, alis ridiculum, alijs aliud videbar: 
« prævalebat enim nominis tui terror, et cenſurarum intenta- 
1 tis. Tandem cum nihil pofſem aliud, viſut et ſaltem leni 
4 uſeale lis reloctari, id eſt, eorum dogmata in dubium et 
diſputationem vocare; | Itaque ſchedulam diſputatoriam 
< edidi, invitans tantum doctiores, ſiqui vellent, werum 
diſputare . Eece hoc eſt incendium, qoo totum mun- 
* dunn queruntar conflagrare; forte quod ndignantur me u 
| 105 num autoritate tua apoſtolica magiſ | theologiz, Jus 
= habere in * ſchola diſputandi, pro more omnium 


ce univer- 
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1n(Muan'while\ they who'-wete moſt on- 
eemed in che ſhameful traffic, were further 
alirmied and enraged at Luthers conduct 
Obloquy, thavſh names, and high threats 
enings ware "poured out againſt Him: ine 
ſome of his adverſaries, part 
das and Relins)' wrote enfwers 18 
book} qhich'were-pormed with the utmoſt | 
 acritnony* of ſtyle. As any thing chat had 
the ſtew of argument in —— 
Was grounded dpon che fuppoſedinfallibi- 
lay of the Roman Pontiffe Luther "enters 
ed into an exatmination ar ch matter, and 
dselared his aſfent to the judgment 


ach mitt on Tse ant o; wh nee 


— thtics ecHube) incatacas be Ragheb 
—— de poteſtate, remillioge, indulgentiis dis 


1 eee eee e e 
ciam ? revotare non poſſum ; et miram mihi invidiam ex 


4 invulgatione / conflari; | Tnvitus vené im pabU | 
im ego indoctus, vacuus ernditione, &. 


« —Bed cogit neceſſitas Hitaque quo et ipſos adverſarios 
Co mitigem, et defideria multorum expleam, emitto * 


4 proſtratum me pedibus tuæ Beatitudipis 
a —_ que ſum et habeo. © Vi. 
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— wo fe the Du — 
was ſummoned to Rome and at the ſame 
be Leo, ſent a brief. to che Elector of da- 


The Pope — | —— with to 
the. Judgment of the cauſe to [this le- 
F- Emperary;Lathts appemed before the 
Cardinal; who firſt repreſented to him the 
2 50 Was in, if he perſiſted in his 
way and then attempted to allure him by 
che Für prölpecr f Wealth ang höncurs, of 
- whic h he gave him liberal promiſes in the 
Popels name, if he would retruct > hou 
timents. But he ſoon found, that this w 
not the proper. method of. dealing — — 
who- — a timorous nor a ſordid 
it, and" whoſe" ſteady” regard to yirtue 


kept him at; diſtance from a 


compre wit any qd. hat might-vio 
Hobbes late 


—— 
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: hte his conſcience, upon any enz derition 
whatſoever: The haughty Cardinal Was 


much eee his firmneſs, and at 
the honeſt freedom of his diſcourſe, ſo 
that he broke out: — . 
ſions and menaces. Luther patiently bore 
with this harſ\uſage ; nay, when he was 
bn his journey home ward, he wrote him a 

ſubmiſſive letter; in order to ſoften his diſ- 

plenſiibei off ap; α,ĺDο noi | 
_ * ot Ba um ac fd rr. 94; nie 


Sieur new. adverſaries were ſtirred up 
againſt him, and againſt che d doctrine 

taught; Which ſtill comtigued:; 40:-gain 
ground, notwithſtandingjall. this oppoſition. 
At length, the Pope, afraid of ſome in- 
croachment upon n er ent; a bull 
into Germany; in which che aſſerted his 
on plenary power, and the validity of bis 
indulgences in theit largeſt extent, as 
reaching bach to, the living and to the 
dead; Which plenitude of power belonged 
to him, as: he was ſucceſſor of gti Peter. 


doctrine of the Roman church, and hat _ 
e be ering hg _m_ 
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He further declared, that this waf the 
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tien of his prinde; and ind Was granted.. 


— | 
ended his caufe, and maultitades eve 
thus encourated;. Aude n e 
to che divine rare; he ventured} to proteſt 
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AT this time too the Pope was ſolicited 
3 to a more ſtrenuous exertion of bis autho- 
ys and he conſented to reſerſ the cogni- 
e to a ſelect congrega- 

tion of 'prelates; dieinbs, and canoniſts. By 
5 — up; _ 

| of a becker — Ae any r ' 
EN of Lather's doctrine as heretical; falſe, ſcan- 
daldus and 


delobmegs high penalges againſt all who 
ſhould teachror;eſpouſeithern; bgives order 


£ dum due Sade 4 ———— pleaſed to 
. add, - that ſinoe Luther had, for a year 
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; 2 — he once more 2 


exhorts hirit, and all his adherents tires 
nounct their errors, within the ſpace of ix 
ty days; and to burn the books/inowhi 
_ they are contained ;zi::otietwiſe! he detär- 3 
mines and-teclarts, ithat the are t UE 
held and treated as notorious; and ohſtinate 
nnen 


0 
| beſcined; nphere-ever — | IE | 
in order toi their being brought ptiſuntrs o 
ome. In the concluſion: he tires js 
bal wo be phie every Where, ang ex- | 
all thoſe who ſhould, obſtruct - 
— r Ks! ol Hits 
by «fl 20 ies ot oof fed It as mt „ 
40 Son Was ral pag un, and this „ 
wee Leo, and his courts _ 
has 40 * 
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princes and v7 meeps to admit of his ap- 
| 2 — — _— of 
1 n b 


15. W. My Hons Nrsröns. 


him. ui alis 84415 bag 21e g is et 
pic 0064 40.5134. on bnd * UA By 
TO w- ANDGC — of the om 
year, the diet of the e s aſſembled 
at Worms; and Luther had a ſummdns to 
attend it, together with a ſafe conduct from 
the Emperor Charles V. that he might 
there give an account ef the doctrines 
which he taught. He: obeyed: the ſum- 
mons, and appeared before that grand aſ- 
ſembly. Being aſked, If he was the au- 
thor of thoſe books which bore his name, 
whoſe titles were then read to him? and, 
wers to be found there, or would: retract 
any of chem! he made anſwer tothe! fieſt 
— That he acknowledged thaſa 
books to be of his compoſure; and with 
regard to the ſecond,” as it was a point of 
great , he alked a little time ta 
deliberate on the return he ſhould make. 
He was allowed till next day; When the 
queſtions being repeated, in che: intradue: 
tion of his anſwer, he made an apology fur 
bn: not having «dreſſed hitnſelf the: _> 
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= | proper terms, as Ore wn pa 
=. giving every one the titles of honour which 


5 d to him. As to his 
| acidipradtices of the court of Rome; a 
me third conſiſted of replies to his adverſa- 
ries. In relation to the doctrines, he ſaid, 
; as he was fully perſuaded of their 
* tunth he would neither act as a C 


nor even as an honeſt man, if he rer 
3 cedithem, or profeſſed to r 
=. He appealed toithemlelves, whether there 
was/not'too-good reaſon: for his writings of 
5 by eee 


. DE might tend to the ſtrengthening of that ty- 
* ranny which had been ſo long exerciſed. 
As to the chird claſs, he acknowledged, 


that he had wrote ſome, of thoſe pieces 
: . 
. r too much heat and and told 
g 10150 | - > them 
; 2 He . BT 
; ' | ? 
1 
4 | $ ; 
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den further, that a a8 h 


pot defend dem; but dn be dhe 


"Gogh — — COG | 
ſon ſhould convince him of error by the 
holy fcripture, - he would himſelf throw his 
books into the flames. nnn 
CE honeſt addrefs'to che! 
— . — — 
little after, the ne 
to him, and required him to- 
once, whether he was reſolved * 
fend his writing? His anſwer vas; That 
he could not retract what: he had ute r 
taught, eee Wits 
or ſcripture; ſhould prove it to be erroneous. 
He was next called to a private meeting of 
ſome eceleſiaſtical and ſecular princes; here 
it was propoſed and urged, that he ſhduld 
refer himſelf to the judgment of a council 
which was ſoon to be aſſembled. TO 


* [ - 


not to be kept with heretics. The Elector 


9 * 4 


10 ub AN on 1. . 


— 0 — — — 
ment: Hlibald:ibe:dorenetl on the teſtimony 
of holy writ. But the Emperot was reſol- 
ved on ſevere meaſures, without violating, 
however,; the ſaſe conduct that he had gi- 
ven; to Which violation there were not 
wanting ſome who endeavoured re * | 
— ———— 
before;. wich determined, that faith was 


Palatine vigorouſſy oppoſed the infamous 
to comply, ſaying very honourably, as Mr 
Lenfatit informs us, chat he did not 
fchuſe to bluſh with his predeoeſſor Si- 
ven giſmund; meaning the prince O had 
moved his ſafe conduct to John Hufs to 
be haſely violated, and who go, not re- 
ſtrain himſelf from bluſhing! in a public 
meeting of the council, When he was re- 


minded of it by chat much-injured,. emi- 
orgs gt i Roam Bett Fania. atoy's +: 


Entre e Seb dy 1 USE 4 


Soon after Lucher's — en 
ny. 0 Worms, 


iet him, ond ain an ehe ee 

1 ——-V—e A 
che Pope's ſentence, and in execution af it. 
Luther is to be conſidered as a nototious 
heretic; and he commands him tobe treaty: 
ed as ſuch, by the princes and: ſtates 
uſual penalties, to impriſon him aſtet a 
certain term of days and every: Were td 
confiſcation of their goods. The whole 
ſtrain of the edict is to a high degree/ſe- 
_ vere; and+thert are ſome uirulemt expreſs = 
ſions in it, which inflamed; bigotry. alone 

dould dictate. But as Lacher, and .the 
_ univerſity of Wittemberg, had the pro 

tection of their natural prinee; and as the 

friends of the xeformation | ſoon became a 
teſpectable body in Germany, neither the 
Pope's menaeing bull, nor the Emperors 
violent edict produced theit intended, effect. 
In courſe of time, Charles was obliged to 
abate, much of his ſeverity towards. them; 


* * in need, a Was 
0 "ny 


26 — en a 14. 


frequentiy the caſe; of the aſſiſtande of 
—— — inthe prfecaion of hi 


nd indeed! the — 3 


mme celebrated F ather eee recom- 
mend his hi 


Nas o bog Zo 
eme have — yo 
becoming moderation Euther conduQ- 
| en Himel in the firſt ſteps of his 'oppoſi-- 
ton, - his zeal and heat of 
temper:- —— — addreſſed 
iimſelf to thoſe of power and influence, 
on the ſubject of indulgences, and laid be- 
fore them a repreſentation of the ſhameful 
tenets, and the no leſe ſhameful lives of 
thoſe” who "publiſhed chem. When ſuch 
application was ineffectual, he afterwards 
ſpoke more openly againſt theſe ſcandalous 
doRrines ; 9 WY honeſt man might 
upon, well 


as 


101 WW. Mr "IN Jar. 2 


well, 17 and which multitudes did 
a8 well as oo i (5 then. nn 
tation N Ac Is _ poſitions, in w ich 
he. had is 8 71 an 1 
when þ he. "db. Art acted. 1 an, the; char raQter 
of a man of learning, 0 ſuitabhy! to the 
duty of. his ſtation, But his adyerſ; rlaries 
thought. it more proper, as. it FH: ſurely 
leſs difficult, to ſound the alarm of. ber M 
to calumniate 1 and to. Parra 


3 <4 4 L424 


of W as * ou 9 5 to have Fe 
and as Luther had humbly requeſted ? Did 
he ſhew any the leaſt inclination to Teſtrain | 
the licentious doctrines and behayiour of 
thoſe; who ſpread. his indulgences, and. to 
correct what all good men were aſha ned 
of? Was this his conduct? Was | 
1 unn to g. chat it would be 1 
4 conduct ? 


; ; 
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| hs "Quite the reve .* "Nothing Ur 
this Ipifit is to be difcerued in him, or in 

the countils of his court. © Inſtead of act- 
ing this part; inſtead of attending to the 
juſt complaints that were made againſt thoſe 
A heralds o the indulgences, inſtead of gi- 
ving eck to the doctrines and enormities 
of theſe miſcreants; this fame ſceptical and 
applauded Pontiff, unwilling to puniſh or 
to cenſure them, diſpleaſed with ſuch ad- 
dreſſes, and extremely offended at thoſe 
0 Who ſeemed to call in queſtion his authority, 


1 1 


EY and to doubt the efficacy of his pardons, 


thought fit to aſſume is ait and ſtyle of 
haughty bigotry; to ſpeak of himſelf as the 
ucceſſor of St Peter, and the vicar of S 
Chriſt upon earth; to aſſert his on pleni- 
tude of a poſtolic power, and the validity 
of his W to the dead and living; 
and peremptorily to injoin all” Chriſti- 
ans to believe accordingly. Here was a 
| ſpeedy and a full deciſion of the matter; at 
leaſt ſo far as his declaration and authority 
could decide it: and this bull was but a 
prelude to the more ſevere and fanguinary 
one, Which was publiſhed ſoon” after. 
a Where 


i 


| 


. 4-4 


freedom; vrhat is became of che 
te genenous d and enlarged: ſentiments of 
religion, from which: the moſt: Happy 
effects ſhould have been derived? Are there 


any: traces; of} the; ſpirit of liberty and mods 
deration in all this: conduct ? any marke 


of regard to faith and religion, to juſtice and 


probity, to equity and candour? Or rather, 


whatever might he his on ſceptical prin- 
eiplos, did ĩha not act in this ſpirit of pride 
——— annoys Jealbus of in- 

:hments. upon the power whi 


Aide dec eee adhering to the 
| — tended to confirm it, he 


pugnant to one or the other: in a word 


he diſcovered the true ſpirit of a Roman 


Pontiff. He ſeems at firſt to have thought. 


weight of his power. But the goodneſt af 


their cauſe, the! truth of heir ſentiments; | 
R Y "ths | 


WE. x 
4 
= 


bes WI Mo Home's Hrerant, 129 
Where:now:.iscthe: boaſtedo<<juſtifenſe:of 


"PIE ihe : 


prin 
could not bear with any thing that was re- 


and his whole: court was willing t6 thinkz 

chat the oppoſition which was made by Lu. 
ther and ſome others was of little confes = 

quonce; and that perſons of no great note = 
in che world might be eaſily eruſhed hy the 


N 
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1 ä — became 4 
Fx. midable to their adverſaries; and Wen 
the foundations of that fabric, ich 
been reared upon the ruins of truth, 5 

5 ve of the rights and libenties of mankind. 


eis istein ts 
3 : vt Juno now, my friend, to whom. the 
1 epithets furious and enraged”. a 

| appertain: what pity it is; that the con- 
Auct of a Pope, who is ſaid to have bben 


+ 20 
: kn * ll * A oe 12 * i 


. a freethinker, and the cœunſels of a court, 
. where ſceptical principles are thought to 
5 have been held in no ſmall repute ; 


fo. what: pity, that the counſels and conduct of 
1 . - thoſemen, from whom better things might 
| have been expected, ſhould be ſo juſtly 
* liable to the reproach ef violence and 
E- rage May not our author s ſtyle then be 
_ inverted on this ſubject? At any rate, 
might be not have ſometimes applied theſe 
| - epithets where they are unqueſtionably 
= moſt proper, and have ſoftened them where 
1 5 they are leaſt ſo? They are, however, 
Fo reſerved (and perhaps it 36 


and acted with too much heat againſt his 


t . - 
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his deſign that they ſhould: be reſerved) 
to be poured out on ſome e 
names. As to Luther, —— whe 
— Ds ons: been conſidering; he was 
ceftainly an eminent, an honeſt, and 4 
abourers not ſo much e. 
rior endowments of mind, as by his pe- 
euliar firmneſs and intrepidity in the cauſe 
of religion, to which he bore the higheſt 
affection. His Zeal to maintain its inter- 
eſts, ſeems to have been ſtrengthened in 
proportion to his increaſing knowledge of. 
its doctrines, and of the complicated er- 
ors of Fopery. That he Was a man of a 
warm temper; that he ſometimes wfote 


adverſaries; and in general that the weax- 
neſs and perturbation of human paſſions 
were ſometimes mingled with His honeſt 
_ zeal; all this, I fay, I have already ac- 
knowledged in the preceding letter, and 
have there added an apology, to which 1 
now refer. Let it be remembered too, what 29 
moderation he ſhewed in the firſt ſteps 'of 
his conduct, of which ſome account has 
R 2 EL” been 


: 4 VR 
v7 1 


: 
„ 
- 
* 


” 
L 


But — — 
at length; and therefore to all that 1 
have faid of him; L hall nov only ſubjoin 


the honourable teſtimony that is given to 


„ Hominis vita — he, in one of his 
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* gnbubow] 300931 Hell mn riot - 
at HBP Tu BoB Von 
S007 47 Of ob 01 beynass be 10 mod 2901q 
remaining points are of left im- 
eee eee e 
a e But as we have propciſæd to 
give due attention to all that otir authof has 
ſaid upon this ſubject, let us nom go on tb 
— ———— — ts 5 
per for it was not yet dome, and that it 
would have been better to have waited fer 
ſome happy: event, * uhich mig repreßm 
the exorbitant power off the clergy all o- 
ever Burope, and put an e toi the u 
_ «bounded uſurpations and pretefifiohs of 
*'the Roman PoRtff” 160m ch uch 
WII A eflitri for i , een 
Io Wen bret was the Chriſtian 
world to wit fur ſuch event ꝰ and ho- of. 
ten had events, which ſeemed to have te 
moſt faouradle aſpect on the reſtraint of 5 
papal tyranny, (for only; this partrof he 
ſubject is in his eye, and to it I ſhall now 
wt La how often, lay, ch 


ſuch events EY without RENTON any 
effect, whilſt men either dared; not to im- 
prove them, or had ventured to do fo, with- 
out ſucceſs ? Nay further, at what time 
ſdever like events ſhould happen, was it 
not ſtill to be expected, that a like-formi- 
tempts towards improving them We are 
not to think, that an unlimited ſubmiſſion 
"was every where paid to the arbitrary dic- 
dates of pontiſical authority, even when it 
was-at 2 n far leſß when i it 
: es, were? made in every. age 3 and ſome 

| then made à bold ſtand 
againſt its 3 the conſequenee 
of which, for the moſt part, was only this, 
that they protracted the date of their entire 
ſubjection. If I am not miſtaken, it may 
de demonſtrated, that the 'depravations of 
Chriſtian" doctrine kept pace with the pro- 


gteſs of the ſpiritual monarchy; and it 


by would be no unentertaining ſpeculation to 


true their unhappy connection and mutual 
fluence. But as they who cannot { 5 
can however feel, ſo in the darkeſt ages, 
tit : | from 


= | 7 


aun e. e 2 vas vow 


bs weiht ili n 4 "ay 5 wboid 


7 1 the of cheſe ages, it, was | 


ei re 


- century? aeg donfuſions | long 
prevailed in the church z the world; was 
fully ſenſible of them; three Popes; Were 


in the n + Mins 


a 


Poo — many amongſt Ode m_ | 


ror. Sigiſmund, Who was. protector of 
the council, . and ſeveral other un. der 


quired ĩt of them, and 


longed for it. ee 


oy 


contending with each other; there was 


a 
* 


— 


* 


F 


4 e 


n e ole. eee 
kinder de progres of dar deſign, and e- 


e F The — deere too, 
— — — 


men bes 


155 wren . 
— There Wat, At is Sus} — - 
n6Ht in both about gro abuſes and nor- 
titles in che pover iment of the church, 
and about the univerſiÞ corruption of diſci- 
pw —— but their ſchherdes were 
che power, and eloded by 
the 5 the eoiitt of Rome; and it 
hight well be expected, that this would'be 
efer hats of All tick deſigns. As piety, 


RIEdenial; purity of life, and Humility 
We net often to best wich hefe, fo 
S they 


| 
| 


I not A to be | 
locked! F chemſelves: 

had indeed, ee 
qualifications of thoſe who r themſelves 
hy begebe of St Peter. dies 2 7 4 l 


Freak yore ries and i Wer — 
mands had been more moderate, much 


might have been obtained even from the pa- 
2 court. When the doctrine of Luther 
« was promulgated, they were ſomewhat 
«alarmed at the ſharpneſs of the Ty; 
Ge. We have had occafion 
mark what it was that he firſt-complained 
of, in what manner he behaved himſelf, 
| boy dher thy he was treated, and how 
faddenly the diſpleaſure of Leo was ſtirred 
againſt him, and againſt the ſentiments 
which he then entertained, though they 
were far from being ſubverſtve of his au- 
 thority, His own jealouſy; and "that of 
his couniſeltors, was awakened; and their 
offnfroe ꝛcal was rouſed, © the "efforts 
which were vehement and formidable. But, 


through the direction of a wiſdom infinite - 


8 . * x 
. \ : g 
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f 
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wy. 


became ſubſervient to its beſt intereſts. | pack 
EXE Arey} . FJ 3 5 8 Ne * 

Tux — 3 of the rulers. wy the 
5 church from any deſign of reformation was 


further apparent, in the extreme uneaſimeſs 
uhich they ſhewed at the propoſal of call- 


ing a general council, in the various arti- 

fices they put in practice on this ,occaſion, 
and in the reluctance, with which. they at 
laſt yielded to the requeſt that had been ſo 
often, renewed by the. Catholic princes. 
When this importunity of theirs had pre- 
vailed, and a council was aſſembled, were 
they nat to the utmoſt degree ſolicitous to 
obtain the direction of it, and to obſtruct ; 


any meaſures of reformation that were, or 


that might be propounded? and was not 
every method contrived, and all that was 
within the compaſs of human, policy prac- 


tiſed, that could be of any influence in this 
matter ? If we read Father Paul's hiſtory of 
the council of T. rent, or even that other 
e was, Holt: * * Eb We an 
eee eee find 


2 
Et 
3 9 
E 7 


one of the dignified prelates of that church, 
in compliance with the dictates; of his con- 
ſcience, had hopeftly. reſolved, to n 


any great iner 


| have. now put, and notwitl 


have been urged for ſome time to quit his 


purpoſe; but if he had refuſed to comply, 
the character of heretic, of an _obſtinate 
e would have been affixed to him, 


82 8 and 
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| find dat they were fo, and that che we 
eee ue cn 2 of ee 
IHR IA 1. 03 3% 915 # TEL F 


Let me be emed n ſuppoſe, that any. 


rooms — correction af. what bu] 
extremely; amiſs, wa tor . promoting true 
been carried on lowly, in the molt regular 
| manner, without i impugning the auth 8 rity 6 
of the Pope, nay eee en J 
power of the clergy. We the caſe. I 
moderation of this ſcheme, of it is, Inbink: | 
moſt probable, that this worthy man would 
have met with the greateſt obſtacles in pro- 
ſecuting his reſolution. Perhaps he might 


— 


* 


15 * > 
: 2 * 


Uſtabliſh articles of reformstion in mattor 


Were not at all 


which che. Catholic" biinces we 0 d hav 
been incited to execute. 1 


2 


TAE 15 * Soc 1 361.09 LIP Oe ad em Ta 
A intginary eas, you: lb be ready to 
y. Not altogether ſo, L. There 
is at leaft one inſtance of it in the annals of 
the fixteenth century. Herman de Wida 
hs Bledtor of Cologi,” in dhe year” 530, 

council of his ſuffragan in 
h were paſſed many decrees ef refer. 
mation rela tive” ily ae manners 


of faith and worthip, . 
of the Pope on "the one hand, or c ofthe 
Lutherans on the other. But his meaſures 
acceptable to the bigotted 
t of the laity, and were exceedingly un- 
acceptable to moſt of the clergy. The 
_ good Archbiſhop publiſned a manifeſto, 
wherein he declared, that he could not 
abandon a cauſe in which the purity of reli- 
gion, the glory of God, and the intereſts 
of his church were i nearly concerned; 
| | | and 


. 


s; but with the truths] of Holy 
_ to which his dectrines were conforms 
able. The Pope was kritated at his ſteadi- 
neſs, n 


— 


Wange that Wb wel = 
folicit the Emperor to render this fegitehive | | 
effectual; who, for political reaſotis;-deeti- 
ned the ſervice for ſome time my but at 

length he ſet about it. The ſtates. of the. 

| province Were aſſembled); ey were or- 
1 — — 
had been heretofbre coadjutor to the Arche | | 
biſhop? the eccleſiaftics readily obeyed;j 
the nobility; and the deputies of 
were reluctant, declaring "that chey w. 

not © throw off that ds” their 20 
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to which they. werte bound dy ſolemn 
oaths-: As they perſiſted in this ſentiment 
and reſolution, the clouds began to gather 
around them. But when the good old man 
the purpoſe he had fo; much at heart, mo- 
ved with compaſſion for his friends, and for 
3 account, of... their affec- 
a. nde! to, him, were ebe be 
dee the defolations, A W, he 


ey 


jos free. rom : 
After which, he ke Ted tired. from, che world, 
and ſpent hep Fender, of his 33 in a 
ö a _— 2 25 4 2" 


56440-25357 oy n cle 45} 27d 1} 


; my friend, is pot all ch . treat- | 
H perſon of ſuch: high rank and merit 
1 — — what J have aſſerted 
= erning the averſion of the court of 
Rome to any ſort, of change that deſerved 
the name of reformation ? 1A thorough one, 


ewe might eaſily perceive, vould nearly 
affect 
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affect thoſe intereſts which were very deat 
3 to them; and if once a reformation was 
length it might proceed. That its beginnings 
therefore were to be withſtood; they ſeem to 
have laid down as a capital rule, whoſe di- 
rection indeed they followed pretty uniform- 
ty. Even this illuſtrious prelate is proſcribed; 
W ing the mildneſs of his ſenti- 
ments, and the moderation of his plan. 
So. unqueſtionably certain is it, that every 
attempt of a reformation was abhorred, in 
whatever manner the purpoſe might be pro- 
Fr, f ale cor a niommber 


- 
1 43 * 


Tux Roman Pontiff, ſays our hiſto- 

rian, . not armed with temporal force ſuf- 
_ « ficient. for his defence, was obliged to 
40 point anew all his ſpiritual artillery,” and 
c to propagate the, doctrine of rebellion; and 
c even of aſſaſſination, in order to ſubdue 
« or terrify his enemies. And what pray 
is this obligation. ? Is any thing that 
| binds the conſcience to be underſtood by 
it? any thing that is derived from the 
principles of virtue and religion? Or rather, 

un Wa > 


a en the won ce pr Aagitions-of 
— — — 
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i it not chat fort of obligation, which every 
ambitious and wicked tyrant has been un- 
der to maintain His 


uſurped and eppfeſſive 
power in every age of the world? that 
fort of obligation, which can never be 


_ pleadediin apology for the violation of che 
; — acts of eee cruel- 


of their fa- 


Such is the nature of that obligation 


which lay upon the Roman Pontiff; and 
in conſequence of it, the ancient ſyſtem 
vas to be retained in all its parts, and 


the'papal monarchy to be upheld, in all 
its ſtrength and wide extent atmen 
3 eee 1 Were 


2 


—— ä — 
of the intereſts of religion and liberty, du- 
ring a very long period of "time? Vet it was 


tobe upheld. And in what manner? «The 


„ Noman Pontiff=was "obliged" to point 


2 % anew 
is 
ut 


| 


\ 


of Ireland, the murder of the two Hen- 


Inn. Mr Bunge r- u; 


5-antw all his ſpiritual artillery; and to pro- 
pagate the doctrine of rebellion, and even 
of aſſaſſination, in order to ſubdueor terrify 
et his enemies. Hence indeed thoſe **tu- 
ee mults of war that were raiſed in ſome 
countries, particularly in France, which 
e . Wu Ft. ove 


Ing 5 N EH Ex + 


ot amen 3 3 "adds | 
our author, timorous and uncontrolled, 

e directed all the : councils, of that ſe, 

and gave riſe to ſuch. events as ſeem 
2 aſtoniſhing amid the mildneſs and hu- 
. manity of modern manners.” Well may 
he ſay ſo. But how cool and languid is 
the ſentiment and expreſſion of the next 
paragraph ?..< The maſſacre of Paris, that 


<<, rys of France, the gunpowder-conſpi- 
4 racy in England, are memorable, though 
temporary inſtances of what? of 
the bigotry of that ſuperſtition.” „ 
deed-? And is this all? Are we to talk of - 
this direful ſubject, as if we were ſpeaking 
of - ſome common effects of blind preju- 
— and W zeal? Is W cha- 

eee ＋ 1 e 
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"Ou that all These ef the Roman - Catholic 
ommunion were ren by this} _ 
No. In juſtice 
kind; let it be oe cob tas humani- 
ty itſelf reclaimed ; and that thouſands who 
ts that communion; abhorred 
thoſe ſcenes of maſſacre and butchery'— 

e im execrantes, ſic judicabant, nul- 
evitia denden as tota an- 
e  reperiri.”” Tis dhe Preßdent de Thou 
who ſpeaks. He ſpeaks of a great number 
of Catholics, and of the ſentiments e 
tertained, concerning the maſſacre 
begun in Paris, which ſpread Kom thence 
through all the provinces of France (anno 
1 8a), and in which twenty-five thoufand 
Perſons are faid to have periſbed . Ita 
« plerique diſputabant, ficque exiſtima- 
<©-bant, facti hujus ratione nomen | Galli- 
cum olim invidia atque adeo infardia la- 


. Wegen — indignitatis poſte- 


6 ritatem 


Eb : * ON," 2 os 
7 \ 
— - + 7 8 
3 a 
* WES - 8 
4 2 = 
Pa * 
On * 1 s Ss 
„ . % \ 
7 x N # Y . Bs 8 
” 1 
* 3 
* a #! * . * 2 K 
* 4 ” . S : , 
1 1 0 15 w_ q 
* V. Mr Hv ME'S H1s T | | . 
4 1 : ; ; ; = 4 I 
* 4 * 1 * * £5 — * - OR Ys n 5 a 
” 8 I 


7 mme — gs „ = 7M : 


- 


 $-lavs in lan ——— 3 
nam cuſi nummi argentei et aurely regi- 
que tertio non. Septembris oblati in 
+, quorum/antica parte regis in throno iſ e- 
*:dentis effigies depicta erat, cum inſtrip - f 
done, Hirtus in rebelles 3 in poſtiea due 
quod erat regis inſigne, cum i 

„ inſeriptione, --Pjetas excitavit fuſtitiam:” | 
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. *dreadfol-tritfunal,” „And L would 1 
only further obſerve, on the whole of this 1 
— hg to the — bh 


* 


$4, 


— if he nnen * ur = 


bunal of the inquiſition, the doctrine of „ 
rebellion, and the mercileſs principles of — 7 
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e — — 
theſe horrible engines of manifold deſola- 
tion were then firſt ſet in motion, hen 
was likely to prevail in many 
parts 15 Europe. But the truth is, perſe- 
eution in every ſhape, and the doctrines of 
enmity and yre nee extent, had 
long before that time but too well 
a, and, alas! but too often practiſed 
il, towards che beginning of the thir- 
teenth century, which ordained, that all 
heretics ſhould be delivered into the hands 
of the civil magiſtrate, in order to . 
ſuffering that ſort of death which was ad- 
judged to hereſy. Eccleſiaſtical domination | 
and perſecution have been always Guadun- 
1 and to the 
former has the ngth of 
beer e eee in un 
ſupport. ad eee ee on of ty Ant 


bs I} 11150 
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i 1. 


* Tux thunder of papal e: 
alſo had been often eng and chin — 
Sin En: PRI often 
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HGſften terrible. In the end of the eleventh 
entury, the Roman Pontiff began to pro- 
naounoe his anathemas and ſentenees of de- 
poſition againſt monarchs, to abſolve their 
ſubjects ftom their allegiance, and to give 
up their kingdoms to the ſpoil of the firſt 
invader. The infamous We eee 
quently and fully imitated in ſucceeding 
times; and almoſt all the weſtern parts of 
Europe felt, in their turns, the:conſequen- 
ces of this lioentious tyranny;.——Although 
the joint influence of bigotry and igno- 
rance, of craft and power; did ſtrongly 
counterwork the reformation, yet was its 
ſucceſs great. And in conſequence of its 


the principles of knowledge and liberty) 
which it hath diffuſed, even thoſe nations 

which compoſe the Roman church have 
their burden lightened; while the papal 
court finds it neceffary to treat td 
| 22 very different from that of its an 
ient pretenſions and exerciſe of p 
— . But this reminds me of * . 
dur — — about the ſtate of learn- 
ingy 1 in theage of the reformation.” cg gi 
7 ; cc Ar 


eſtabliſhment in different countries, and of . 
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the ſtake and 


deute beęn very extenſive; and the world 
had never reaped much of ſe 


Ar the ſame time that ſhe emp 
_— her avowed | 


in her ſupine ſecurity; he had: formerly 
, overlooked as harmleſs and inoffetive. 


> nm +5 


n Spain: 


<, flow:progrefs Which it made in France, 
Germany, and England. From the ad- 
<< miration of ancient literature, from the 


* and i aonlemics we furious — 9 — 
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chat if any one wWas known to embrace 
any tenets different from thoſe commonly 
reeeived, if he did not keep exactly within 
the magic circle, if he advanced but a few 
ſteps beyond it, his progreſs was ſoon 
checked; and himſelf made ſenſible of his 
| danger. Such freedam of inquiry had 
n fornierly not a little perilous 3 but it. 


Now the ye uf its erection "WR the 
#ra of eee e 
(for who does. not know it ?), Eng as its ; 
ſettled rules of procedure are the reyerſe of 


juſtice and humanity, ſo its principal and 


years: 2 and! it is fu 


ſteady! aim has always been, to inforce a 
blind ſubmiſfion to the. eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, 


to guard' againſt all i th 
thing that might introduce the 


ſequence; to Tepreſs all generous freedom 


of ſentiment among men. With the good⸗ 
8 WN at Rome would this tribunal 
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am evil eye by the church of Rome 4and 


2 and ce 
m; by con- 


| age receive it — ts totil 

cc Extinction in Spain; Ge. It would 
have been well; if this author had informed 
us chat was that philoſophy which had 
been formerly overlooked as harmleſs,” 
and was "now" ſeverely checked in Italy; 
which was heretofore known; mM now 
extinguiſhed" in Spain. For A part, 
I never heard of any kind ef philoſophy in 
Spain that is not yet to be found there; nor 
of any very ſevere check that true philoſo- 
phy met with in Italy, unleſs in the in- 
ſtance of Galileo. To lay truth, nr 
ages preceding the reformation, and even 
during the fixteenth century itſelf, tlie 
church of Rome had not much occaſion to 
interrupt the progreſs of true philoſophy; 
for this plain reaſon, becauſe what was then 
called by that name did mot at alb deſerve 
Me No! er ee re — in 


| be Ms Hua Urrränz. 


| phaſing. Qt: This was an honour! reſerved to 
an Engliſh name ; to the rich, the pene- 


from: whom and from whoſe age trus 
philoſophy may date at leaſt her reſtoration: 


or, to change the metaphor; >by--whoih 


the foundations of that ſtrutture were laid, 
ee 1 — — 


A ö pawn 


bal t leq od. vxodw; aorsnond be 


loſophy, which was formerly, and ĩs to thia 


bians, Who reuiyed it in Europe in the 

twelfth century, is made up what is called 
the philoſaphy of the ſchouls. The vulu- 

minous commentaries too of thaſe terined 


angelical and ſeraphic doctors, are ane 


be e is 9 has. 
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give a general ſurvey of its different. regions 
and to diſcloſe: the right method of philoſa - 


ttating, and creative genius of a Bacon; 


10 Tuzzs is indecd a ſputious kind of :'phi-. 


day, reputed in the church of Rome quite 
0 harmleſs and inoffenſive; the old A. = 
ſtotelian ſyſtem I mean; of which, togethit 
with an infuſion of the ſubtilty of the Ara- 
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, bed Wo —— or controul,/ fo farius'l 


S are;-atid whoſe dialecticartand 

jargon havt been ſo often employed in de- 
fence of a corrupt and irrational theblogy. 
This is the chimerical learning and bewil- 


ons, has not only been indulged, but all 


ſome of its branches, may be connived at 


| found; knowledge muſt be abways dreaded; ; 
and its controuli is truly connatural to the 
„ ſervile ae of 


-* Popery ich to + MEI ALI | (18419307 
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has been much favoured,i.dnd/ has” long 


remember: . whoſe: prin as they 


metaphyfical 


Gering philoſophy, which, fer political rea- 


along oountenanced by the Popiſh church. 
Fhe progreſs: af true philoſophy too, in 


in one nation, where the papal yoke is leſs 
burdenſome! But the advancement of 


1 3111 10 V3: dn wad (4. 10 gone 1 3 


TEE folloviing-paragraph>yontludes:our 
author's ſpeculations on this ſubject. . From 
<<, the admiration of ancient literature, from 
be che inquiry after new) diſcoveries, the 
e minds of the milie were every where 
bed us olecaical ſcience; and, in 
281 e 
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ex all ſchools, and academies, the furious 
| <,,controverties: of theology took: place of 
the calm diſquiſitions of learning. „ We 
have juſt now ſaid what ſort of philoſophyx 
| flouriſhed at chat time ; and 1 would deſire 
this hiſtorian to name but one univerſity, 
any one ſchool of learning in Europe, 
here any thing different was than to be 
found. As the knowledge of ancient lite- 
rature was beginning. to be revived;-ſo the 
ſtate of things made it neceſſary for its 
friends to apply much of their labour to 
the ſubordinate ſervices of criticiſm and phi- 
lology, while they endeavoured: to pave the 
Way to che ſtudy of the Greek and Roman 
writers. And in all the parts of this work, 
the Proteſtants very early and very largely 
aſſiſted. Nay, theſe ſame . controverſies of 
theology, with which this author is 
much. offended, quickened the progreſs of 
erudition; Which, without them, I doubt, 
would have been exceedingly ſow. They 
did, in truth, interrupt thoſe . diſquiſitions 
of learning which were carried 4on 
(though, by the way, not always in the 


en manner): by the ingenious Ts 
| 5 
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885 of metaphiyſics;) and the reverend dottvrs of 
| the canon law, in their univerſities.” What a 
—_— nn: that Me- ſhould 1 

act lethargy! e. 


eto of — relative to the faith, 
the worthip and practice of Chriſtians 1— 
If their debates were managed in a whey 
e rious, or even eb er. eee, y. 
the fault Was bed. ab ice ee Fa a 
AGAR ARDS TO two CIEREPIOUYES 
uus, my Send, ki! Ie ag 
all that is contained in this remarkable paſ- 
age” of Mir Hume's hiſtory; "(a ſhort hint 
the influence of learning 1 in an- 
cent Greece excepted); and have made 
ſuch obſervations on it as appeared to me 
well founded: As you will, by this time, 
pretty fully know them, it is unneceſſary 
for me any further to declare, what are my 
ſentiments about the ſtrain of the narrative, 
the hiſtory of facts, the exhibition of cha- 
rs, the oblique” hints, the” reaſonings, 
| and-conchaions which we find in it. The 
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ſhall” take my leave 7 
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_ TH E revieul af learning in — 
1% bad ſurely great influence/in-diffu- 


ſiag the knowledge of: ttue religion: but 


the ſciends of ancient ſupe rſtition were not 
4 little ſolicitous to wtalken this influence, 


and to defeat the purpoſe of the teforma · 
tion. The ſame zeal hath been ever ſince 


* in Popiſh countries; where, as I 
had occaſion already to obſerve, too many 


things concur to maintain the empire of ig- 


norance and bigotry over the minds of mul - 
titudes. In like manner, a variety of cir- 
Elimiſtarices concurred of old, in the Hea- 
then world, for the ſupport of idolatry, - 
which prevailed i in the civilized nations, no 
leſs than in thoſe uncultivated by arts and 
letters. The public religion and the civil 


polity both of the Greeks and Romans 


were cloſely united, and formed a An | 


whoſe ſeveral parts had a mutual depend- 


enge on each other. The principles ns 
practice of idolatry obtained every where ; 
neither could the doctrines of philoſophy 

| | produce 


| 


| 
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| produce any importante” changer! another 1 
interpoſition Was treqquifittg ande 
Vas in due time are 6d: 5919129 100! 
-105 n bayildo 19 6t-15d e 2 WW nee 
I haverfaidjiin the cloſe of my laſt letter 
that in one of our author s paragraphs; chere 
wus a hint at the/influenc@of philoſdphy in 
ancient Greece; wHieh I Have not yet en. 
ſidered. We find it in the paſſuge follows 
ing. Ita might have been hoped, that 
learhing and knowledge; as of old n 
Greece, ſtealing in gradually, would hate 
dp ened the eyes ef men, and corrected 
e ſuch of the ecelefiaſticaÞ abuſes às Were 
ce nthe groſſeſt and moſt burdenſome. To 
render the parallel complete, he ſhould have 
told us, what were thoſe “ burdetiſome ab- 
c uſes that were corrected of old in Greece 
by the gradual introduction of learning; 
and who were the perſons among the Hea- 
then prieſts that "exerciſed! a civil tyranny, 
and laid claim to an © exorbitant power,” 
in that ' country ; Whether, for inſtance, 
che high prieſt of Jupiter at Elis, or ſötme 


one of his brethren elſewhere The fub:- 
ject of which he treats,” and the Whole 
e train 
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| train-of his ideas, would naturally lead our 
thoughts to ſuch inquiries 3 but we may 
con perceive that all this is an -imaginary 
ſcene. We are therefore obliged to con- 
dlude that ſomething elſe is intended : and 
indeed he ſeems to me to affirm, that when 

5 learning ſpread through Greece, the folly 
of idolatry was diſcovered, and its empire 
broken ; and that it was reaſonable to look 
| ſor a ſimilar effect from à ſimilar cauſe, in 
relation to the groſs ſuperſtitions of Popery. 
| But then you will obſerve, that a more en- 
leged view of the reformation is thus gpen- 
, chan dur author is willing to give 
in his general deſeription of it; a view 
which is not confined. to the redreſs of ec- | 
cleſiaſtical abuſes, and the repreſſion of pa- 
pal domination. b but which reaches to the 
of faith and religion. A I ed 
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| . Now, though it is not eſſential to the 
1 5 general purpoſe of theſe letters, you will 
| give me leave to enter a little into this ſub- 
ject, and to inquire into the influence of 
Pasa ue the eſtab religion of 
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Greece t witigredſion, I hope, hich will 
not be umentertaining. NN * e 


8 2158024 4 10 Nate {+ bear 15 
chan the.ags of Pythogorass: eo his | 
time . philoſophy. was but little known in 
Greece. That nation had received from 
Sytia and - Egypt the ſyſtem of idolatry; 
which, by their additions and various infu · 
ſions, became ſtill more perplexed and i irra 
tional. A1 The original in 


they called heroes. . Some ef theſe, were 
honoured with the names of this and the 


other deiſied part of nature. Tho tories 
of the former were mingled with the ope- 
rations of the latter. Thus were they 
blended in the writings of tlie poets; and 
all this medley compoſed the popular reli- 
gion of the Greeks. The knowledge: of 
the ancient ſyſtem was probably preſerved 
in the Eleuſiniam and Samothratian myſte 
ries; but this was à recondite theology, 
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ſtition. It was — — = 
merited the name of philoſophers, ſhould 
approve of theſe in their own: thoughts, 
however they might decline to expreſs their 
; difſent Un Antes. 64 - Beſides, even but 
ſlight d to virtue muſt have rendered 
Nord averſe Bont oecd ds bbs d tales, 
which vice in its different forms Was 
countenanced! and patroniſed. But the 
whole ſcheme was highly acceptable to the 
_ underſtandings and corrupt paſſions of 
, whilft, through all this chaos of de- 
— 2orance,” — ſhed” but a 
e and . 3 [82 90 a 


'S, Om 1 


£53; ane 3 eee to — met 
with in the Pythagoric doctrine and pre- 
cepts. At preſent we have to do only with 
the tenets which concern religion. It is 
diſputed; whether this philoſopher held 
matter to be an eternal principle; but 
that he aſcribed the formation of the world 
to the ſelf· exiſtent God, the Lord of earth 
and heaven, is beyond all diſpute. He 
Mui —— his belief of ſubordinate 
bones 8 * diͤities, 
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10m he injoincd religibus ks. - 


deities! to 
ſhip 60 be — The The ſupreme 


ſays one of his diſciples, js not to be No 


i eeived by fight, but by mind alone: yet 


e his works, and the effects of his energy; 
may be diſcerned and felt by all man- 


kind. There is indeed one God moſt 
« high, cho rületh over all: and many 


e other gods belides' ſubordinate to him; 

«whois their Lord, and is ſupreme in 
. power; thajeſty, and moral excellence *”_ 
This alſo is the doctrine of Timæus Locrus, 


who thus expreſſes himſelf. - 2 mind a- 


lone can wwe difeern the eternal God, che 

«Lord and Father of all things; and with 

our boch eyes we ſee his works, this 
world, and all its parts. He proceeds to 


ſpeak of the ſun, moon, earth, and ſtars; 


and concludes with aſſerting, that the go- 
vernment of the univerſe. is carried on by 
rt inferior deities in err to K . 


* e eee — ny hu Be 


@paro. vd 5 ya urõ g æpdiic ivapyicst, ; dun Nd ivri dvr p- 
_ Jorg 4d wor & wi dg kind 3 Ide, he Ac wiv ò u * rips 


Tipog, 3 6 npariuy Tv Xavlog” ot If AAN vA Hageporris rare Poyapus, 


Baoinever I rr Onatus 
* 1. 5 : | 


&-2 who 


F 
+ 
. 
4 
g 
! 
? 
þ 


=. add, ſeems to have 


| . the: n without e 


— 1! —— ———— - 
a Pr T0 —— — —— 
1 . P a. 4 * 7 


a 18 þ Ion Sp | Ka was” n 
* * * 2 "od * * bh. 
x 4 * * A hi * * 

9 E < * * rn 
ka * * 
4 . 
* = FI 
F . 2 % 
. L 
CI 
* 
* 


RR, * 1 on b 


_ - — ——ͤ—0 in gen 


5 * : | che * Fri Fi 43 Tri 4 þ vita; "3. * 


4 


5 Wr 4+ $14 ben Dona nts 4 1 
ee bende, wha ws f . 
taine 9 1 
ment thoughts, While he ſpoke af dhe ſelf. 
Qiuiſtem God 48 che center: and: governor 


a count he vas charged with 4 
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Te ar furthers. you know, — 4 


diſciples, Plato and — have fully 
opened this part of his aharacter. Hor 


denutiſul. fh inſtance. is his diſogurſt with 
16 in the witings of Nenophon? 


Hie leads hing on gradually: to the acknows 


ledgment of a Deity, and x ptovidence, by 


ſetting before him the marks of divine wiſ- 
om, . goodneſs, and power, impreſſod on 
all his worksz and which may be pasticu+ 
larly diſcerned in the ſtruqute of the hu- 
man body: and in the uſe and arrangement 
of its various ſenſes and members.. He goes 
an to ſpeak. of the ſoul, and its faculties; 
the attentive ; conſideration of which nato- 
rally directs our thoughts, upwards ta the 
ſource of all intelligence and wiſdom. But 
the ſupreme God is unrevealed to mortal 
eye, and we do not ſec the miniſtars of his 
res neither do we fee thoſe 

„ fouls of ours, which animate: our: bodies, 
© and whoſe agency! 1 we feel every moment. 
« Learn therefore, adde he, that as 
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ce your mind directs the motions of the 
body according to its pleaſure; fo the ſo- 
vereign wildem, which Piendes over'the 
te world, regulates all n; ac 

*.cording to ins counſels. 5) Sun ehe enn | 
ach to objects ach great diſtinee,” why 
© will yo not allow that the eye ef God 
0, ean reach at once through che Whole 
c ereation ? As EY the Con- 
a cerns of the Greeks \ both at Home and 


Abroad, W 8 admit, "that 


2 as that be ſees a al ings 7-4 
« ſuperimendet lt ene * CS 

15 „ebe dis 2o059it! 31k Us Us . ; 
ops 6 are rational and worthy 
—— tells us, that he was preſent at a 
neten of us with one en. 


* 0s 745 be The » _ deri; ue * ric Hey 2 
Len. mem. Soer. Ib. . 1 


* - 
E 
1 


AV Mr Hums's HTsr Dv. 10 


the viciſſitude of day and night, in the re- 


of animals to the uſe of man, in our being 
formed for ſociety and its pleaſing inter- 
courſe; and, in general, from the ſurvey of 
the effects of goodneſs and wiſdom he would 
raiſe his mind to the contemplation of the 
original Author. He then ſpeaks of ſubordi- 
nate deities, and of the honour and worſhip 
to be paid them. They, adds he, . are our 
<« benefactors, though we ſee them not; and 
1. he who framed, and who maintains the 
e mundane ſyſtem in its 1 
e viſible in his adminiſtration, though in his 
, eſſence unſeen. Even the ſun, who appears 
conſpicuous to all, will not permit us ſtea- 
«/ oily to gaze upon his light. The human 
mind, which has in it ſomething divine, 
« and whoſe energy we experience, is in 
«, itſelf inviſible: thus alſo with regard to 
«* wind and thunder, whoſe amazing 
“ force we plainly perceive. And if one 
* conſiders all this attentively, he will not 
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K1be- apt to diffepatd" choſe things which | 
ti are utiſeen;! but, by the ſenſibleeffects of 
* power and goodneſs, will be exeited to 
the — and-worſhip of 
W cle EIN IIS MUS, ae 
guad u {4k mr a0 eleming it 
Tus do the thiin-of his wh bend 
Wee the fundamental truths 
eligion' on the minds of thoſe" with 

Neither were his 
ideas of the divine government confined to 
this life; they reached forward to a future 
was a point on Which he laid gredt ſweſt: 
and he endeavoured to confirm it hy a vari- 
ey ef amm deduced from the Hature 


and ſtom the juſtice and benignity of hi 
adminiſtration. His ſentiments on morals 
are well known; on juſtice, temperunce, 
honeſſy, benevolence, und, in general, on 
uu virtues and duties of tlie: Toclal" lift. 
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_An@ ler it be "remarked by the way - that 8-2 
Seen with its ſeveral branches. 


indeed we find no fuch unnatural disjunQio on | 2 
of virtue and religion, as as is to he cen in = 
certain"! ſchemes of philofophy publiſhed, — 

heretofore and of late, for the inflevion 4 4 1 
the Chriſtian world, and which, in hau © * 
| Inflances,” fall far below che ſtandard of Y 

Pagan morals. r N 2 PRO 
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| aetount of their niftithis Wie EUSA ag 
their gods, which were fo favourably re- 
eelved by the multitude,” and on which ſo 

many publie ' rites of ſuperſtition had been” 
Se . frequently and "openly decla- 
Ted his opinion bn this Aötzecr; ar and there 5 
gave his adverſaries an advantage againſt | — 
him, which they failed not to improve, lt 
muſt however be acknowledged, that he did 
not reject che notion of ſybordinate dkities; 8 
ar. rather, that he warmly adhered t0 it. LIT | 
This 1 1s uy where manifeſt in the er | | 
— * ee 8 
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ſpoken of his 


5 2 natural e 105 en juſt ar- 


of Xenophon, and and Plato. As t0 the gods 


ut it is, 8 chat ie el in 
n according to its Preſcribed 
ended the ſame pr 
friends; approving che oracle of the 
be: og * ordains the gods 
to be honoured, i in the manner appointed 
by. the laws of the country . Let us ſuſ- 
pend our reflections for a little, till we have 
diſciple. Plato, who gave 

name to the moſt celebrated ſect of aver 
ben among the Gteeks. nn 26 Hebes 
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on _— 3 of, theology were 
he ſame with thoſe now mentioned. He 
anxious to ſupport the eflential. ar- 
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dor does he every where declare 
tenets of impiety. When We 
many paſſages which relate to the xiſtenc 
the perfections, the providence, and "po. 05 
vernment of God, we muſt allow, chat in . 
them he has r and ſpoke worthily 5 
of theſe exalted themes. The exiſtence of : 
a firſt and intelligent cauſe is proved! from 
_ the frame of nature, from the paſſtye i 25 
diveity of matter, from the aſtoniſning effects 
of conſummate wiſdom and power dif- 
cernible through all his works, from the na- 
ture of che human mind, and from tlie BE 
conſent of all nations to this fundamental : 
truth *. His ideas of the divine excellency - | 
may be ſeen in the following expreſſons. 
lt can be ſaid only of God, that he is wiſe. 2 
e is the ſovereign of heaven and 
earth. The maker and father of the 
T univerſe, - who gave being to the earth, 
the heavens, and all things in the viſible = 
1 and inviſible regions. — The eternal GG llt. 
— Perfect in know) ge and | _ 
* Plat. Philebus, p- 381; a ed. Mate- ed pa 100g; 
Repub." li. 7. p. 702. De leg: lib. 10. p. 946.— YT 
355. * lib. 12. p. 998, 99. et alibki. 
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of its. having. been raiſed out of a chaos; 
of that goodneſs which prompted the Deity 
to call it, into being; and of che glorious 
ion of his power and wiſdom in its 
duction, and in the arrangement of all 
its. parts, according to the perfect plan 
be: had ewes. | " —_ on to cer 
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of ſupetiot intelligences, Which are e 


poſell to have been employed as minifters 
to: the ſupreme, - in awe portions of the 
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works relative to the divine government 


Mankind is coofidered as in a: degenerate 


ſtate Plato doctrine DUES * 


as intelligent creatures, <abjects:-of — 
government, capable of virtue and vice, 
power of choice; and therefore, bo are 


accountable for all their actions, and may 


expect a proper retribution from the wile; 


the juſt, and good ruler of che univerſe! 


They may behave extremely amiſs, and 


may de ſometimes: apt wo impote "their fins 
and their miſery. to him: but Gods n at at in 


) ATE, TRY. themſelves are the 
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puniſſiment, either in this or the future 
Nats; they cannot poſſibly eſcape. The 


wicked and unholy are unlike to God; 


they turn aſide from the ee land are 
diſapproved” and abandoned by him, and 


ſhall receive a puniſhment! 


to. the demerit of their crimes. Not 


only is moral eil acknowledged, but 
its prevalence is lamented: the liberty 
of the human will, the good and bad de- 
ſert of actions is affirmed, and the govern- 
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Turxsxr, if I am not miſtaken; are the 


| genuine ſentiments of Plato; and they were 


employed not only to diſſuade and deter 
from a vitious, but: likewiſe to recom- 


mend and enforce a virtuous conduct. It 


is but natural that the Sande f virtue 
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racmſiion; b ſhould 


bet. Vn Mr Homes Hrsroax. 175: 


ſhould be the friends of religions Aan 
whoſe principles the ſtricteſt and fu 


Aru all 1 muſt, be, owned, dez 
with pain, that this his philoſopher, embraced, 


the ſcheme. of euren ne He 
every. where of ſun, moon, and ſtars, 

mated, and CN, the worſhip them; 
whilſt he js much dilplesſed With Anaxagor, 
ras, Who was not of his ſentimentz in thy 
matter *. He proceeds a. ſtep further, an 

injoins the worſhip. of ethereal demons, who 
are conlidered as beings of inferior dignity, 
rho attend to the actions and preſide 5 
the concerns of men; to whom. 
prayers, ſacrifices, and thankſgiyings. w WET 

to be offered. And this worſhip, in its full 
extent, is admitted into his ſpeculative plan 


ſtars, as ag 


of a Wen. ted republic. Nay, he 
there e that each day in the year 
— 282 1961 <{+..30: itt iat. ebe 
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| mons ; to whom ſacrifices were to be dally 
ä 
| 8 oy br Ga of i this! 5 * 


A e e Abe of this philo- 


Ro. "i which, upon the whole," Was the 
pet that ever the Greeks knew, were not 
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ä ii at unfayourable to 15 and ſuf 2 


7 


＋ 
* * 


tende to 


1 n N | rü indeed, thia at” it 
deſpifed the ſtories of the poets, | that it 
| Abhorred their literal ſenſe, and would Have 
| themiconfidered either as falſe and fooliſh, 
nt m 
£ es wer re "eſpouſed, 
ſtem of idolatry 


| In ihab been ofters ſdid that the light of 


philoſophy couId be but of little effect on 
the national religion of the Greeks; be- 


| . cauſe Whatever might be their | opinjans 
blo | e et 
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yet the phitofbpliers dd hot nil" Aer 
from others in their practice, and cottiplied 
with all public rites. The reaſoning i. 
good, but the facts are not ſtated; a8 1 
chink, with Faſticienit preciſion; and the 
— of WS tots 4 are, iti one feſpect, 
ore expoſed to cenſure than they ſeem to 
deſtrve. Had they been of opinion, chat 
it was folly to talk of celeſtial” and ethereal | 
deities, and of e e errno 
ig up to them prayers and facrifices; un- 
dvubtedly their compliance with the rei- 
A Aol its external forts; 
would have been, in that caſe, dowhtighthys 
pocriſy. And Whillt ſome imputed this be = 


haviour of theits to pufillanitnity, as though | 


thers, willing to judge more mildly; might 
have aſttibed it to 4 general reverener of 
religion, and the laws of their eountty; 
mingled With 4 perſuaſion that the vulgar 
were not ſuſceptible of a more pure and ta- 
tional model of wotſhip. But, in ny ap- 
prehenſlon, this impuration,” arid this 456. 
logy, Have been carried à great deal tb far | 
Soctates, . Plato, ah all the 
* * ee 
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they had bern aftaid to avow the truth; . of 
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were. "the 
of 9 This was the 
at which they aimed; pes this 


bad deen obtained, they would not have 
been diſpleaſed, i in all appearance, with the 
remaining idolatrous fabric. Some of them 
poſſibly kept off from thoſe cere- 
monies which were grounded on the lite- 
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ral nieaning of fabulous ſtory j and paltinjs, 
in the worſhip of their national gods, they 

affixed to them ideas and characters quite | 
different from = which were framed 
but ſtill they cannot, I doubt, be - entirety 
acquitted of — in their — 
ance with eſtabliſhed rites. How für this 
gy, from 0 5 

[oP en 2dr 00, . 
quire. One — certain, that from 
thele principles, and this practice; no great 
change in the me of their national reli. 
Sion was ee W e 
its antiquity the — — W er 70. 
verence] it was adapted to the ſuperſtitious 

biss of the minds ot men; was highly re- 
8 ded by its ſplendid ceremonies and 
numerous feſtivals; and was further guard-— 
ed by the authority and ſanctions of their 


8 


laws. For even theſe Greeks, wich all their 


noble ſenſe of liberty, and at tfiat period of 
time in which they had the warmeſt ſenſe 
of it, would not however ſuffer any one to 
See the public ſyſtem; and far leſs, 
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its heaveoly original aſcertained, ——But to 
"Platonic, 1 opt nh n many kh 
hout the Ariſtote lan, and the Staical philo- 
; obſerved... is fully applicable. The Staics, 
logical ſenſe to the tales concerning Saturn, 
gods, as though theſe were -exprefiive 
of the relations, energies, and mutual de- 
pendence of the ſeveral parts of nature, In 
them and with this correction the ly dem 
of  polytheiſm. was perfectly * reer 
the Wes of er Lent 
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| „Rur hee in ther da pr bald 
that has not been yet mentioned, ' whaſe 
prevalence was likely to.overturn that ſyſtem. 
might haue been hoped, that learning 
* and knowledge, as of old in Greece, 
<« ſtealing in gradually, would; have 'open- 
ed the eyes of men, and corrected, &. 
Lam ugwilling to think, that our hiſtorian 
eee. that particular a 
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int; as indeccd it would ap- 
air HGH: Kr bins to ſpeak of the in- 
wroduclon of „learning and knowledge,“ 
and to mean the gradual: x til the 
| ND Wa- 


— 39 — been 1 ur- 
raigned by true Phileſophy, and condemn- 
8 ed 1 s'<qually4 irrational and 1 Self. 
the entire ſeparation of Gs of its parts, 
and the endleſs combination of the reſt, — 


7 


and from all che inconceivable medley 
chis untverſe *ſomebow broke forth in its 
© glorious form and perfect order, not by the 
energy and direction of mind and counſel, | 
"but by the operations of nature and chance. 
This is the "ſhort 'view Which Plato 
ves of that ſeheme, in his tenth bock of 
laws.” Anddis this what one would'call an 
account of the origin of "this great world ? 
à philoſophical account of the birth of na- 
ture? And could one Sravely pour; out ſuch 
miſerable ſtuff, and dignify it with the 
8 of philoſophy? What an inſult on the 
* human 
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beauty, and order, ſpringing up,” ens ious: 
not. know i nor w If this is ſenſe and 
philoſophy, what then is extravagance and 
folly? Noes he merit the name of man, 
« who, after having viewed the: ſtated 
« and. inyariable, motions. of the heayensy 
the regular arrangements of the ſtars, 
« and the. nice connecion and harmony 
25 which reign throughout the. e 
hall notwithſtanding maintain, that all 

« this is, the effect of blind Khor band 
< not the Work of reaſon; though the 
«. wild om by which they ate conducted, 
Y far, covet the. power of the human 
by mind to com rehend * ? The Roman 
philoſopher; who! ſpeaks in the name of 
Balbus the Stoic, in the paſſage referred to, 
e wr the Earle ſchema. 


2 & O A bend Nats dixerit, qu e 
te certos ciælĩ motus tam ratos aſtrorum ordines, 
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but lead to the extinction of _ 
and ſpread a mournf 

mind of man, and indeed — tle 
face of natute. The corruption of man- 
kind is great: yet the Atheiftical principle 
catinot p Nenad There is ſomething iti the 
e ſoul which ſtrongly its en- 
trance: it has always been, and eber will 
de ſd. Thus it was even àmüdſt all the 
diſmal darkneſs of the Heathen world; 
and 1 doubt whether it be poffible to de- 
ſttoy the innate feeling. It m a be we 
kened, but cannot, 1 believe; be extirp: 
ted. At any rate, upon ſuppoſition chat 
che Epicurean or irreligious ſcheme had 
prevailed amongſt the . — we could 
only have deplored their wretched ſtate, 
who had ruſhed from . . into 
another, from idolatry and ſuperſtition into 
67 | the 
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have been in canſequencs, af the extinCion 


congluſiqus, muſt, be ever N to. 
grand truths and intereſts. of ral ene A And 
with thee truths and intereſts. 

and practice of ſound morals, are intimate 
ly conn; ty) Hand gr fall were 
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dr; — eite ablerved- by Plato, 


that the irreligious plan was peculiarly ac- 


ceptable ta men of profligate manners, 


whoſe vitiqus and debauched Gilpobtions = 


powerfully ſtipulated them to;embrace it W 
Fram chis quarter indeed, has its 

recommendation been all along Fav 
as libertine principles will always give full 


indulgence to licontions morals, The confſs- 


deracy is of ancient date, andi it Rill ſabfilts. 


hen chere is a ſtrong: bias in the 


ſoul to one ſide of a queſtion, even. 2 


Lene Shani may eee yo. tie 


form of an important objection, Amo 
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rar z of Atheiſm, But this, roaſt 


of all true learning. and wifdom,. whole 


ws. rr ren I a let 


will ſtill more en the fubject, tll at 
length the mind'may be unhappily ſeduced 
into ſuch a ſtate of uncertainty,” even as to 
the plaineſt and moſt momentous truths, as 
Mall be; in its nature and effects, but little 


| Uiferent*from'a"total rejection of them. 


Purity of manners in ſome degree; toge- 
ther with ua fincere love of truth, and 2 
diligent attention to it, were qualifications 
required of the diſciples in the Pythagoric 
and Platonic fchools, by their illuſtrious 
founders; for they well judged, that the 
oppoſite character and temper were incon- 
ſiſtent with the right ftudy of religion and 
morality: Happy they, whoſe aims are wiſe 
and good, and whoſe” reſeatches are pro- 
perly conducted. May this happineſs,” my 
friend, be ours. Our holy religion invites 
to a free and full, but let it be like wiſe an 
unprejudiced and candid inquiry. It can- 
not ſurely be expected, that lefs ſhould be 
required of us, than was required of thoſe 
"who purpoſed of old to enter upon the ſtu- 
dy of philoſophy: and we are aſſured, 
From the ou authority, that the beſt 


preparative 
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preparatiue for the knowledge of religious 
truth, is an upright deſire of conformity to 
its dictates. True religion alſo muſt cuer 
diſclaim an alliance. with.ignorance and im- 
plicit belief. "Theſe may be made uſe of 
as the pillars of idolatry and ſuperſtition ; 
and too Tong did they uphold the inwithdy 
fabric in the Chriſtian church. The Pro- 
teffant faith, in diſtincion Fom the Fopilh 
ſcheme, would lean - on no pat 
on the contrary; as it is grounded. on the - 
right of private judgment; ſoit tends to ad- 
Vance che intereſts | of "truth and "leathing 
in the world. And as that which formerly 
deſerved the name of philoſophy, ma be 
| conſidered as a mean betwixt the ſyſtem : 


of impiety and that of groſs popular ſupe 
ſtition ; ſo the «Proteſtant faith interpoſes 
betwixt the manifold corruptions of true 
religion in the Popiſh plan on the one Hand, 
and the uncomfortable. and unnatural Prin- 
ciples .of - infidelity. on the other. If we 
conſider things in this Ught. We hall have 
no improper view of the reformed religion 
and at the ſame time, ſcheral reffetöns 
will "readily occur, chat are little honour- 
1 em "ale. 
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0D" of Nate 16 Sieh a urtiew- 
— lar gr a een my ſentiments 
upon what Mr Hunt has affirmed e concern- 
ing” che different denominations of Pro- 
eſtants, and concerning che tumults of war 
55 ee. 
ald lead. us into a wide feld = hiſtor 
and reaſoning" you” muſt therefore” be ſo 


5 as to acoept of a few remarks on ſome 
Fw things moſt' ider able. 5 ee ban 24g 20 
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Tur Proteſtants,” ſays 8 au 
Ret the tumults of. War through. e- 
«, very part of Chriſtendom? 2 formi- 
. tk ge indeed, if it were well found - 
| Daveraen: chey really ſo” fond of the 
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| * NC, and, 40, univerſal univerſally 
to: propagate- religion” by force of 
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arms? 7 "if we take but a tranſient. ſurvey of 


the hiſtory of the ſirteenth century, we 


v N SORT 


made to this queſtion, and what we are to 
think. of the above aſſertion. Into Eng- 
T | | Hand, 2 


"this author, 
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land. D enmark, 8 red; n, and ine electo- | 


rates and principalities of Germany, the re- 


formation was introduced with the full con- 
currence of the princes of theſe ſeveral 


ſtates, which felt no violent internal convul- 
ſions ariſing from it. In Scotland the nobility 
and barons were obliged to enter into x bond 
of aſſociation for mutual defence i in 1558; 
and after a' ſtate of- confuſion for about two 


years, the; moe l Was e 
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a deſolating war: but was it not kindled by 


the tyranny of Philip II. of Spain, who 
meant to deſpoil theſe provinces of their an- 


cient rights, to reduce them into a ſtate of 


ſervitude, nay further, to ſubject them to the 
dreadful authority of the inquiſition? The 
Catholics and Proteſtants joined together i 1. 


to be wreſted from them, and in oppoſt- 
tion to the plan of civil and eccleſiaſtical de- 
ſpotiſm that was meditated againſt them In 
the progreſs of the war e 0 of che provin- 
ces Wenn the Fe we Proteft- 


ant 


defence of their rights, which were about 
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ant religion; and. farmed themſelvescinto. an 


Emperor Charles V. and of Francs th 
ber a ca, dar N 
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united ſtate· England and France ſupported 


by tums tha intereſts of the riſing republic, 
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the characters of the 
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nor che latter a * in 
power z and if we reflect on their, jealouſy 


e no 


_ eaules of thoſe 


Net wars which were — on, durin g 
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Almaſt the whole courſe. of their lives. As 


they adhered. ta the, Roman-Cathalis cam- 


munion, the diſputes about the refarmation 


could have hut little influence on. their quar- 
rel. The - Proteſtant princes of Germany 
were indeed, ſometimes, in no ſmall dan- 
ger of being overwhelmed. by the power 
of the Emperor. This power was, once 


and again very ſtrenuouſiy exerted. againſt 


them. particularly in the yar 1.547, when 
that illuſtrious prince Frederick the Elector 
of Saxony was taken priſoner in a deciſiye 


battle, which he loſt. His dominiens were 
torn from him, and transferred to his cou- 
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Emperor ſo, far prevailed againſt this mays: 
niininious: prince and his atlics, vet his gee! 
eril-fchenic Was fruſtrated; and in a few. 
years/aftor;iche Mas pleaſedb- td: Inter inte 
terms of peace with the, Proteſtants. 8, 
' they-afteib-upop the-defenfive, dhe ber 
e mults of war canndt juſtiy be impated 
to then. do5wnam -batrogid Das 
-. viet+ 8 inen <4; 605 N 15 518 
Ph r- will hot, I think; be denied by thaſe 
who attentivehy review the hiſtory: of 
| France, dutiag dhe latter half of the fixicents 
century, that the dreadful cruelty of the 
Catholies;- the daring ambition of the 
houſe af. Guiſe, the violent contentiond LE 
for” ane dae dem nne 5 
Philip upbn tat cons mas wy” 
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ſacre of Vitri and aſterwards the more 
horrible one of Paris, uſnhered in their civib 
vnts; which, after ſome intermiſſion, 


broke out again with greater fury upon the 


aſſuſfimation of Henry III. The Proteſtants 
of that cojůH0 unanimouſly concuirred in 
ſupporting the right of Kenry INV. o and 
bote à large ſhare in  theidangery and tolls. 
of the "uiequal war, ' which that! gallant 
piitics>fuftadicd Apainſt: his numerous ant 
powerful enemies; who were united againſt 
him in' What was balled the häly league, 
at the head of Which was the ambitious 
and bigotted monarch of Spain. Henrys 

gratitude towards the Proteſtants of his 
kingdom was expreſſed in, his granting 
them the famous edit of Nantz, and 
Wathe public toleration Which! was by 
it affordect to all of that munioi; 
whicliedi@of'his, ratified in the moſt f6- 
lemn manner; t baſely violated" by his 
grandſon! Lewis XIV. The remarkable 
circumſtances of ousgeabd A which 

acbompanied the Err 1 this edict, might 

5M have 
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Have furniſned out to bur author. another 

f. thoſe memorable, though temporary 
. inſtances: of the bigotry gf the Romiſſi 
*, Giperſtition;” which may <i/ſcem aſto- 
—— amid the mildneſs and huma- 


mity of modern manners; ande the 


more aſtoniſhing, as it is a late inſtance, 
and to be met with in a voluptuous court, 
here the utmoſt refinement of modern 
manners was affected. The doc 


4 trines of peace, and « the/tumults-of 
. rar, form A ptetty antithefis enougn; 


but unhappily the aſſertion in that pata- 
graph is not at all conſiſtent with hiſtorical 
n Moni tb ni boarſt: l in bas 25 
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his © enlarged ſentiments? of things in a 
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which, when they are a . 
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But how. Aare ee ified lads. 
natical genius ſhould be repreſented, 
at other times, as in ae eee 
which is ſaid to be diametrically 
r r? In deſeribing the 

4 of the church o En 
4 its affinity to the tame ſuperſtition of the 


< Cathdlics#.” —« The Englith church, 


ſays he, in another place, . had retained 
er rs en apair 


$3008 

Popery and Prelacy, alone, whoſe ge- 
nus verged towards ſuperſtition, the In- 
1 ——— were inclined to treat with 


* — Hi 


himſelf. It muſt 


not the appellation of Papift, 


mM < his religion was, though in a leſs degree, 


- theſe things are true or falſe, is 
not the preſent queſtion ; but whether-ſuch 
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ion to all that 4 biſhop Mi ates, or that tr 
monarch, who approves that government, 


preſcribes And will the wile and motle- | 
rate of that communion,+—will any ef them, 
who are friends to the intereſts of liberty 


and the Britiſh conſtitution, be well pleaſed 


< while, the prince} affiſted the cleogy in 


s ſuppreſſing ſchiſmati and Inviovators; | 


the clergy, ing return, ineulcated the 


« mens of an unreſetved; ſubmiſſion and 


990 ce to the eivil magiſtrate- The 
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eto order, and to a»decent N 


**, ſplendor: of-- worſhip 371 and, in a word, 


* its affinity to the tame ſuperſtition of the 
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with our author's ſpeculations on this uh 
ject?! In ſpeaking of the arbitrary meaſures 
of James I. The ſame alliance, ſays he; 
« which has ever prevailed betwixh kingly 
WP power: and eocleſfaſtical authority, was 
nov, fully eſtabliſned tim England z7and ; 
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writings which bl dude wp their Hermes; 
and wich ſuch ſenſt and ſbund f i 4 
their ladverfaries ul not withflndy" 6 


1 plete or wing dhe nation 
— ici Fn; pr es An- 
Pendiag oer it, Happily for us, happily 
for the Vonderbs of religion and Abert) iti 
che Britiſr iſlands; their generous urifiet- 
vours were crowned with" ſuceeſs And 
ever fince nr r 
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the beſt friends of the church af England: 
have acted in ſupport o a decent 
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Is it nat alſo; well known, that che ret 

in Scatland have calouſly. con- 
cured in the ſame noble sim, and have 
Send adhered to it ; Detemmined ehe- 
mies of deſpotiſm, I will admit, they have 
abvays been, and I hope will even be i but 
bearty friends to the Proteſtant ſucgaſſien, 
to the preſent eſtabliſhment, toathe mildeſt 
aud heft gorprnmenk that ever was known 
in dheſe iſlands. They bavd ſbemn them 


ſelves its friends in cireumſtanges f peeu- 


liar danger; their avowed prinsiples muſt 


lead them. ta ſuch a cenduch z an ers it, 
nat ſor this, man — theſa, -pehaj 
now! bear them no extraordin 
would be aräed towards. hem in | 


different manner. 7 e . 
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Was it indeed the caſe, that 
in all thoſe countries where the - princes 
embraced and promoted the | refortnatien, 
— —— and a public liturgy 
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Aeterfinine for he negative fide: df-" berth 
_ i queſtiehs? Ben che reformers-in 
e ald . deter mind ü- to che frſt of 


tem. Theſe Wotthy men entertained ſen- 
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Bo inſtitution as | 
| Ken: fec dhe i.0.wbole ſentiments he in- 


far into the conſideration of theſe matters 
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8 3 Others regarded chat 
| < ble and uſeſul #,” 


that fl nin een ö 
leaſt influence of ei 
i e een ee en ee 


ee be og. Boſe 


moſt; of. the Gina — "pre 
Where eſtabliſhed forms vere in uſe, yet tire 


in. nth io tis blunt prirate d 3 of 


their office. But I am averſe from entering 


of leſs importance, which found the diſ- 
tinction between the two denominations 
of Proteſtants. Neither would this be at 
all proper, . repeat nar 
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L who would inculcate a warm zeal for 


heat of temper; but it is pity chat theſe 


bes vil. Ne He br Hi Cr on u. * 


| verſions upon this" hiſtorian,” who _ — ] 
anne | _, © 
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pirit of candour and 


as friends to its intireſt 


— 
leſs they wo would wWiſhf to keep dive 

— c 4s) WINE - 
true [diſciples of our Lord and Saweur at 
— froth key - 
amiable-is the ſpirit of benevolence to 400 


that hoe our Lord Yeſus Clrift fil fers? 


Men may give vent to their pride and ig- 
norance, their ſpleen, "their bigotry and 


ſhould have ſo often put on the ſemblance | 
of religion, and have met with ſo kinda 
reception under this diſguiſe.” As the ene. 
mies of our holy faith have fufficiettly 


avail (themſelves of this objection; "it 3 4 
high time for i its friends effectually to refute 0 
| Av 4200s 


Saks 51. 180 
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= 0 beſtaw their-aticntion, 1 | 
en matters oß another kind, and of far 
_ OO aiodduai ailing | 
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ee the men oblings. 


1 — —— — 
IJ turned, upon the acceſſion of Elifabeth, 
1 4. cheꝝ imported it. in its full force. and vi- 
| | 2 * — into Ae aer N That 
3 — a ſenſe af greg and deepmm, 
= and whole. ſound judgment taught her 
to abhor innovations, endeavgured, by 
. Sed Reddy. ſeverity, to eurb this obſtinate 

4 which, from the beginning, 

« „ poked with an evil aſpect; both on the 


4 church and monarchy. By an act of 
cc e parliament 


24 


the age of ſixteen, who wert übſent 
* en — — 


th — — — 
5466, they were to ſuffer as felons, with- 
1 out benefit of clergy- To ſuch extreme | 
| 0 rigor was the ſeverity p 
bethꝰs mm 1219! e d, 


IA ro t bau oo fork tai l 


£ 


-» SEvERE indeed were ond ber 


in this extraordinary act. When perſecu- 


tion is once let looſe; ic in but-tianiial Unt 
it ſhould proceed from one degree to ano— 

cher; and it is impoſfible te afcertain tlie 
bounds:within which falſe politics, wrathz 
or bigotry, may think fit to reſtrain) its vio- 


lence. This ſpirit is manifeſtly in itſelf ir- 5. 


rational, antichriſtian, inhuman; at all times 
„ ſubverſive 
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fſuboerſiye of tlie natural rights of men, as 
eee ere eee 

true religion · But may not the iniquity of 
EPs ad owt of them, be 
fometimes heightened by particular circum- 
ſtances? when we conſider who they are 


its outrage, and what is the 22 of we. 
That Protaſtants ſhould: Ps n 
ner by their brethren! that they ſhould e- 
ver have done ſo l and on account of things 
that are either confeſſedly of human inſti- 
tution, or at moſt are far diſtant from the 
fundamentals of religion! Pudet bac oppro- 


to form an apology for ſuch a conduct? nay, 
to aſcribe it, in a great meaſure, to © good 
<. taſte and ſound judgment” in a monarch ? 
Shall this be done by an hiſtorian, - who 
profeſſes to look into all that concerns reli- 
2ion with a calm and philoſophic eye? Is 

it conſiſtent with candour, to admit of no ex- 
_ cuſe for what may be blamcable on the one 
band, 
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hand, while os this Ghee dreh eb 
circumſtance is mentioned, nay, even falſe 


colouring is applied to diſguiſe blemiſſies, 
and to conceal deformity? Is it to be 
thought, that he may perhaps be prompted 
OE by a gobd- will to thoſe” ee 
civil government, which, as he aſſerts, were 
ſo agreeable to the one e mee 
iples which 
3 were eſpouſed by the other? Orte this bis 
Nane ge tym 2" 
2 


averſion to thoſe different 
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Bur, parts erm 
rn . upon the Puritans in Queen 
Eliſabeth's time all that extremely ſevere 
uſage? and what was their behaviour that 
could in any e eee 
ment? Numerous quotations might be pro- 
duced, ——— — 
nent members of the church of England 
did, at that time, highly diſapprove. of 
theſe violent proceedings; and I would 
- hope chat their numbers in our age are not 
great, who. do not heartily: ſubſcribe-$0 the 
ſame generous ſentiment. Even they wh 
deen 1 that the Puritans were by 
 Dd2 much 
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pu” too zealous in the matt of bbs 
and ceremonies, may be free to acknow- 
lege that too much rigour was exerciſed 
in the impoſition of them, and in the pu- 
niſhment of all who did not exactly com- 
ply with them. Put the caſe, that they 
were in the wrong who refuſed to wear 
che habits which were in uſe in the church 


room; 2 re er for inſtance, i 


ſtead of a hood and a ſurplice: _ was 
this 4 matter upon which ſuch ſeverities 

ought to have been founded? 3 
elergymen of merit, againſt whom n 
elſe. could be objected, were to be harraſſed 
and impriſoned, degraded and baniſhed? 
Was it reaſonable, firſt to create à neceſ- 
injoin the ſtricteſt conforinity;' rand in the 


next place ſeverely to puniſh the leaſt vio- 


lation of it? Allow me to ſay, in behalf of 
thoſe who ſcrupled to uſe theſe habits, that 
the general principle on which they pro- 
ceeded was the ſame, which had rightly 
infucncecihe — of the reformers in 
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. inſtances; for cxample, cher. ahl 
ſetting up tables in place of them, Rid. 
« ley, Cranmer, Latimer, and the reſt 
of the Engliſh reformers, were uns- 
4 nimouſly of opinion, ſays à late hi 


nan, - that the retaining 8 


*: ſerve only to nouriſh in peoples minds 

the ſuperſtitious opinion of a” propi- 

. tiatory maſs, and would miniſter = 
%, Occaſion of offence and diviſion *. 


like argument, in relation to —— | 


early as the year 1550 and it was thought 


lower houſe of convocation +. It is eaſy to 


throw out a little wit on this ſubject, 26 
our author has ſomewhere done; but if 
we look back to theſe times, perhaps it will 
appear that this affair was not quite ſo 


frivolous. All theſe habits; from the ſcar- 
let robe downwards to the white ſurplice; 
had myſtical ſignifications affixed to them 
dy che church of Rome: . er 


hos * Nea!'s hiſtory of of the Puritans, vol. 1. [2 5. = 
1 I Te * SOLOIST IRE 5 92400 


— 


n 


3 


% 


”— 


* 


ERS on det V. 


cably 
tions sd clergy; nnd: it was a 
notion among the people, Aa ewithout 
garments their miniſtra- 
tions were ineffectual; In the judgment 
therefore of many, it appeared more ad- 
le to lay be the Popiſh habits, and 
to; ond ſome. n — ee nay, 


N 


"hears wow of this in un 
5 authority turned the ſcale againſt 
y che act of ſupremacy, in the firſt. 
paſſed in the ſecond, that princeſs was in- 
veſted with extenſive, and almoſt unlimit- 


This power the exerted, / in a very ſevere 


manner, by the court of high commiſſion, 
during the courſe of her reign; pay; ſhe 
was apt to be extremely offended, when 
che parliament, at different times, meant 
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to correct its harſh meaſures, and to cir- 


cumſeribe that authority which themſelves 
had red. P att = of this kind 
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ingly: During the firſt ten or twelve years 


CO 


ancient; babits: and it will not be con- 
teſted by thoſe who have any regard to the 


ibrfoncotamiſiiabert ordained, that every 


uy «ſhould {wear obedience to the 


<« Queen's injunctions and 
. from the lords of OY privy 


1 — ps 
n, of the bi- 


— ee and chancellors 


1565 ; and ſuſpenſion, impriſonment, and 
eee eg were the fatal n of them. 
fy otter Oe 20 0pnt 119123 eee 
Ir is not . to dane wes hi- 
dory of thoſe differences, and of the un- 
relenting behaviour of the commiſſioners 
towards the nonconformiſts, by ee 
became alienated n the church. 
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Kana; zeal: of her eccleſiaſtical 
umiſfioners was chiefly exerciſed about 


1 of mankind, that matters 
1CC to a pretty high pitch, when 


Vet theſe were their orders in theoyear | 
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by witneſſes, and all other 
and means they could d 
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—— — the better trial and o- 


4 pening of the truth; andi if any perſons 
Dare obſtinate and diſobedient, either in 


Locher cotiſegier> excloſatiibel, or: "oY 

according to your diſeretions; or ta com- 
Amit fe Gall: fibinders: to ward there to 
remain till he ar they ſnall be by. you 
wait three” of you, enlarged or delivered *. 


23 


wie — a court that was conſtitutet 
ho ſuch a commiſſion ?- ſome clauſes of 
Which had fo» near an affinity 
ſtyle of the court of ingquiſmom. Thiere 
were twenty-four, 3 articles fra- 
med by the on that occaſion ; 
and of W — wn you mpy Judge 
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rigorous procedure was to be ex 
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by a letter which the Lord Treaſurer Bur- 
leigh thought proper to write on this ſub- 
ject. It une a nt. (ele — 
ſure. He bes the Archbiſhop. — | 
— terms. It may pleaſe _ 
Grace, I am n trouble you 
| 6 oft as I do; but I — 8 
<«..of ſundry. miniſters, recommended for 
| 3 — peaceable in their 
<< miniſtry, Who are greatly troubled by 
6. your Grace, and your colleagues in com- 
*, miſſion; but I am alſo daily charged by 
counſellors and public perſons, with. neg- 
bea of m duty, in not ſtaying your 

e Grace's. vehement proceedings againſt 
. miniſters, whereby Papiſts are greatly 
<, encouraged, and the Queen's ſafety en- 
£ 9 have read over your 
<« twenty-four articles, found in a Romiſh 
< ſtyle, of great length and curioſity, to ex- 
amine all manner of miniſters in this time, 
e without. diſtinRion, of perſons, to be 
« executed ex officio mero : and I find 


them ſo curiouſly penned, ſo full of 
| x > 4. « branches 


* | {| 
* 4 4 


| \ 
1 


Let. VII. Mr HuM#s His Tory, 215 
branches and circumſtances; tat I think 
<«. the inquiſition of Spain: uſed not ſo 
* many queſtions to comprehend and to 
trap their ptieſts· I know your canofiifts . 
„ can defend theſe with all their particles ʒ 
but "ſurely; under correction, this judi- 
4 cial and canonical ſifting poor miniſters 
1 or reform And, in 

<,; charity, LIthink they oughit not to an- 
— theſe nice points, except they 
vert notorious Papiſts or heretics. I 
ve write with the teſtimony: ef a good con- 
_<., ſcience; -;\ I deſire the peace and unity of 
+.-the church! I favour no ſenſual and wil- 
+ ful recuſant; but I conclude; according 
to my ſimple judgment, this kind of 
e proceeding is too much favouring of ne 
*, Romiſh- inquiſition; and is a device rar 
ether to ſeek for offenders than to teform 
„ miniſters» to your U common regiſter to 
$ cer ſo many articles at one in- 
„without a copy of the articles Tr 


an anſwers.— 1 pray your Grace 

bear with this one (perchance) fault, 

* * that I have willed the minifſters*not to 
„ 4 
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ſe articles, -exbept their chn- 
0 Sienche may later them e, Wal 
bein rst O And n 
— was the humane and Chriſtian ſpi- 
bretheh en on Weh im ir weuüd 
not deæſiſt. — — 


— iaſiCin — — 
E- pdbegan de think-of a "total ſopuration frofn 
= - Heloftabliſhed cherch; and t hold Tepatate 


ullerhblies, dot the yedr=—eightyix., The 
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dei terhaned in its ebimpnünöng and I 
5 would have fermained in it, if un exact 
confdrmity; without che let abatement, 


maauaack not been demanded of them. I need 
|, | ndt»fay whit loyalty towards the Queen, 
3 and zeal for the Proteſtant teligion,” was 
* ee ee, * ere the 


0 Neal bit. 1e, , he 8 5 5 
| 8 2 Spaniſh 
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| — for — kde 
of Commons was met Ainwilling/to:comply 
with their rocdueſt: but nsr the Qusen Ob- 
ſtructed dt, they co, obtam no--retiteſs. 
They were ſtill profecuted ; and ſbrme of 
ther! wrote  datirical opamphiins,: whoch, 
; _— by wile men 
| againſt them vg t baſtz u her Mjeſy 
urged the two houſes tf parliatnent to dom. 
pel retuſuntꝭ to attend diie ſer vice ef the 
church, they yielded ito ber meſſageand = 
paſſed al act, intitled, ffi An ht for the 

. puniſhiment d (perſons; cobiinateby ref = 
ee ſing to come to church, and por ſaading 

Mt: others to impugn ehe Queen's uthbrity . 
an ecoleſiafiical euſes : in wich ãt ts 
enacted, That if any perſun aboye\the 
4. age of: ſixteeri; ſhall ſobſtinately irefuſe to 
. 55 repair to ſome church chapel; or uνj,jẽů-kt 
place of common prayer, td hear dwine 
ſeryiee; for the ſpace of one memth, 
without lawful cauſe; or halle rat any 


1 3 time, fotty days aſter the end of hs 5 
a ſeſſon , by printing, writing, or he, ms 
« © word, 
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. words; go abbet to perſundke aytof her 
Fan eee to deny, withſtand, 

or impugn her r be, the 13 
10 thority in cauſes 
ec diſſuade them from g to whidech; 
to hear divine ſervice, or receive tlie 
Sac COMMUNIOT according as the law di- 
erects ; or ſhall be preſent at any unlaw - 
ful aſſembly, conventicle, or meeting, 
under colour or pretence of any! exer- 
t ciſe of religion; that every perſon ſo of- 
eufending, and lawyfully convicted, ſhall be 
<: committed to priſon without bail, till 
they ſhall conform, and yield themſelves 
1 church, and make à declara- 


ec tiom of their conformity. But in caſe 


the offenders againſt this ſtatute; Pein 9 . 


<-lawfiilly" conviet;\-ſhall-not ſubmit, and 
— leclaratio n within chte inodths, 
into perpetu⸗ — Audit they 
4 do N within the time limited 
ee ee, quarter- ſeſſions, or juſtices of 
ti peace, or if they return at any time aſter- 


« ; ads without r ow” 8 licence,” they * 
q vd .ccttthall” 


W IS | 


[ 
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%, ſhall ſuffer | mA NO! t bengßt of 
«. clergy-* Nau 0 ft Stani lieu: -" 

a neden Right 4: aides rad e | 
Wuar 4 Givi of bigotry and violence is 


burg Well might it be termed by a late au- 
thor, one of the ſevereſt acts of oppreſſion 
and cruelty, that ever was made by the re- 
c preſentatives of a Proteſtant nation and a 


ieee people. Never once, it ſeems, did 129 


it enter into his thoughts, and there are 
few into whoſe thoughts it would have en- 
tered, that all this was, in a. great meaſure, 
the effect of the 6996 talte 250 ſound 
"a apt to ima zine, that the . 
had been guilty of ſome atrocious crimes, 
which drew down, upon them this ſevere 
reſentment. But in vain will you ſeek for 
' theſe, unleſs great guilt be imputed to them 
on account of their ſentiments, or, if you 
will, their refractory behaviour with reſpect 
to the diſcipline and rites of the church; 


984 


entirely innocent. 
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taught her to thias innovations He 

| might have added at leaſt an exception as 

to thoſe which herſelf approved. In the 
beginning of her reign, - you know, all the 


laws of her ſiſter Mary were abrogated, and 
che Popiſh ſyſtem was overturned. And 
would any detriment to tho Proteſtant re- 
ligion have enſued, although matters had 
been ſo ſettled as that ſome indulgence 
might have been ſhewp in relation to ex- 
 ternal-forms, and a few things of leſs im- 


fining t theſe ſo minutely, and of urging an 
ſuch rigorous methods put in practice to 
enforce it? Such a condutt may well be a- 
ſeribed to other caufes; but can never, 1 
think, be referred to true wiſdom and juſt 
policy: That Queen's ſound judgment and 
ſhining talents were -nobly diſplayed in o- 
ther ſcenes: but theſe now before us tend 
rather to blemifh than to adorn her character, 
in the eyes of all-who have any regard to 
the religious rights of mankind, and are 
void of the ſpirit of bi gotry and party-zeal. 


So 
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80 late as che year 1592, ſome of the moſt 
eminent amongſt the Puritan Pang ee 
declared, in a ſupplication | 
they dddreſſed- to her, chat chey did not 
think it vfl to make « Chin in che 
church, on account of what might need to 
be reviſed and further removed. Our 
* whole life, add they, may ſhew 
te che evident proof hereof; for always 
© before the time of our trouble we have 
&« lived in the daily communion of it, not 
te only as private men, but at the time of 
our reſtraint (as many years before) 
_ preached, and exerciſed our miniſtry in 
che ſume; and at this preſent moſt ears - 
tr neſtly beſeech all in authority over us, 
4 eſpecially your excellent Majeſty, "that 
« e may fo proceed to ſetve Gud and 
« 'your Highneſs all the days of bur life.“ 
Yet theſe are the men whoſe ſpirit and to- 
nets are ſaid from the beginning, to have 
«looked with an evil aſpect, both on the 
« church and monarchy.” If it be onee 
laid down as a maxim, That a «ſfoundjudg= 
ment will teach a monarch to abhor in - 
« novations, and if his power be hut little 
00 15 c FF „ Br, ſubject 


exerted not only in — —— 
vernment, but; likewiſe perhaps | againſt 
thoſe, who would introduce ©eplarged;!: Ol 

er libertine : ſentiments about delt 
gion. Such perſons, I doubt, would ſoon 
give up with the wiſdom. and <qpity of - 
maxim concerning innovations, 
were in danger of having — 
lanction of the above act a ee 
in executic en them. 2» yiw 
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0 me ſtate a vie dab 
it put an end to this letter. Do but ſup- 
poſe that any particular monarch was a e 
friend of! the Roman-Catholic church, and 
— doctrines. The monarch has a 
great reverence for the ſuperſtitious and 
pompous ſervice of that church; he is a- 
fraid of the Proteſtant ſpirit, as breathing 
too much of liberty; he ſees plainly that 
which © his ſound judgment teaches. him 
to abhor; and in eee! his 
Si l | "64 good 
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4 taſte and found as Ry he will 
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N. the preceding letters I have, gone 
—— was — — Dantes 
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of the firſt reformers. . Having _ far, 
I.ſhall add two letters more upon ſome o- 
ther points. An accurate examination 
of this author s hifterical narratiye, and of 
his political ſentiments and reflections, 
which are every where interſperſed, would 
lead us into too long a detail. Let us there- 
fore content ourſelves with a general 
of ſome things moſt important, whilſt we 
attend to what he has ſaid concerning the 
: riſe. of the calamitous civil wars, and the o- 
riginal grounds of difference betwixt King 
Charles and his parliaments. This, doubt- 
leſs, is a ſubject of which an hiſtorian ought 
to have very clear and determinate ideas. 
Wo And it 7 well be expected that his ſen- 
8 whatever they are, ſhould be at 
leaſt uniform. As Tam to lay before you 
. the 
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1 of 


the ideas and ſentiments of this writer in — 

his on Words, I ſhall be . io . 
to tramſeribe ſeveral af 

ſtor y. ene r c er * 1 

GN οEj "948" echte lervror= rod DOTY 6. 

ans of the com- 

Commons, in the 


ben geg fame cauſes of their granting, 
in need K euch kg b ; he 


1 in the following manner! To 
et add another 


e all. theſt cauſes-we 
Add copliderable: moment. The houſe of 
5.-moſt-intirely governed by a ſet of men 


Sol the —ͤͤ and the 


$-ed; i 
—— projects, a by 
— chip! hat/ than 
«of them; unſlergone in preſecution of 


* 


them. Among theſe we may mention 
he name. bf bir Eduard Coke, Sit EAG. 


*5 win: Sandys Sir Robert Philips Sir 


dee Seymour, nns 
e a te we.” 7 John 


party; and united; a8 
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Wo John Elliot, 0 Sfr Thomas — 
Mr Seldeng Mr Pym. | Animated with 
Wain regard to liberty theſe m ſaw 
* with regrete, an unbounded powel ex- 
* erciſed by the crown, and were reſolved 
dente Seize” the opportanity;” welch the 
«Kings neteſſities offered *thery, to re- 
| ke! Yithe then Pretbgatwe Wichtithdre fon 
$[6hAble cöfnpafs Phe"! thei fee ftors 
"only" give way toi! and 
St. vorable f to/ikingly power, 
Lend had been able; hotwithſtinding, to 
AaApreſerve ſome remains of Übefty q it 

5 *. wandte impecote e her: when 
i all theſe . 
and ꝓtoſecuteũ — inane? 
* 3 maintain any ſhla- 


+ ſitiott u fach unlimited! zuthorby 


e ſoyereign- Tas neceffary to * a 
+#:xhoicer:r! Either to abandoſi intirely the 


s privileges: of the people;7 ar to ſcoure 


them by firmer and mort pfeciſe batriers 

 _ than the conſtitution had hitherto provi- 
e ded ſor them. In this dilemmma, men of 

e ſuch e genius 2 independ- 


ot 8 ent 


ent fortatte could not long, delibezate v 


freedom, and reſolved to grant. i 
Inde their neceflitqus prince, withoub.. 


by extorting, conceſſions. in fayor.of. dil lt, 
bett Tt = 9vuds off ti VN 5 ba 
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Tais hiſtorian well ngws, that in the 


Deen 


famous petition, of right, which, both houſes, 


ol parliament offered to the King three years, 
after, they quoted. many. ancient ſtatutes to; 
prove the illegality Ly Ns an. arbitrar 
8 it. een 
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| — —— ſome 25 mea aſures oſs. 


abſolute, ee they conclude, Ah / 


| pee words. , All which. they. moſt h 
« bly. pray of your Mot Excellent Majeſ 


Laacher rights and liberties according ig 


layrs and ſtatutes of this realm; 3 5 


« that your, Majeſty would. alfo, vouchlafe 


325 declare, that the awards, doings, and. 


Abit 1915. ort wo a⁰ veto! Sa cewery 
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They generouſſy embraced, See 3 


* tote e 
e in — hall 
7 00 be drawn hereafter into conſequence 
or erample“ To all which his Majeſty, 
chough ſomewhat ungracefully, at laſt a- 
a greed. What in the above our 
; m calls + « conceſſions in Fayor of 
4 Ciel liberty," is by both houſes confidered 
in a quite different light, and as a: juſt re- 
cogniſance of their ancient rights and li- 
berties, which were contained in the efta- 
bliſhed "laws of the kingdom. He ſeems 
to ſpeak of the general aim of cheſe patri- 
ots with approbation, though in à turn of 
E remarkable” enough. 7. They 


- and refolved to grant — to their 


« neceffitous prin ce, without extorting con- 
a: n i. fer f bil liberty.” Hour 
unhappily is a generous purpoſe here con- 
nected with an ungenerous ict? und in 
what an extraordinary manner is the former 
afined as the cauſe of the latter? ie goes 
on n of the King's ſentiments and 
views: Thoſe lofty ideas of monarchical 
« power, al were very com 


3 LENT a / 


eden wan a. le 6 direct his cpn- 
t duct, than barriers to [withſtand his 
0 Pauer; a conſpiracy to etect nem ram 


5 open wiolence and rebellion 5. The 
cCanſequcner vas, that the tuo parliaments = 


cond years of his reign, were botit of diem 
haſtily diflolved ;- and that he proceeded to 
raiſe money by different means Ihe laſt of 

which was a general loan that he er- 
e Arun en. 
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on this demand of a general lnan, were to 
| Have ſeveral queſtions put to them upon oath, 


| their anſwers to which they were peremp- _ 


torily injoined not to diſcloſe; our author ex- 
preſſes himſelf on this ſubject in the follow- 
ing words. 80 violent an in 
power, ſo abſurd eee 
A were the objects equally. of 


ee and ridicule. That ſpeculative epd, „ 


adds he, might lend aſſiſtance 
cal, and religious tyranny ſupport. civil, | 
2 ſermons were preached by Sibthrope and 
„ Manwaring, in favor of the general 
very induſtriouſſy 
te ſpread them over che 1 Fame 
« Obedience was there.recomme! ded in its 
e full extent, the whole authority of the 
5 Rate was repreſented. as belonging to the 
«King alone, and all limitations of laws 
mn and co were rejected as ſeditious 
660 and impious. So openly was this doctrine 
< eſpouſed by the King, that Archbiſhog 
88. Abbot, a r and virtuous prelate; 
tc becauſe he would not licenſe Sibthrope's 
« ſermon, Was baniſhed from London. 
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«, yond controverſy, to the whole nation, =_— 
te that their anerſtors had beten 6 Jene t 1 
* perfoflal Uiberty; as 10 ſceure it again 
* rbitfäry power in the eren, by flxiſe. 
« Verl ſtatutes; and y an article of le 
de roar eBartey ſelf; the moſt ſatred unn 
*. dation of the las and wonſtitution- But 
the Kings of England, we had nete 
“ been abe to prevent" the enacting ff 
<« theſe laws, had ſuffleient authority, en 

2 che thde of liberty Was ſperit; to hinder 
0 i thi6iF regular execution * The juilges 5 
ſtion: „The nation, they ſaw, were ales 
. ready, to che laſt degree, èxaſpetated: 
1 Their chains were now held up to ther. 
c An the moſt invidious of Ss 
the crowm, that of imprifining the W.. 
r jet; was here, openly; and folemnily, and —© 
* in numerous wſtihces, exercifed for the 
«moſt mvidieus purpoſe, in order to extort We. 
% 10 ans, or rather ſabſidies, without onen: 
« of parkamert. But this was not the dr 
10 n a Oe the: natibn/  . 
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" the whole, 0 ous thus-co 
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. favor of the King's n 
. « great difference, upon coi 
W obſerved betwirt the an Ade 
1 = power, however irregular, might caſual- | 
WW. . ly; and at intervals, be exerciſed by: a 
„ prince, for the ſake of diſpatch or ex- 
inch; and yet liberty Tall ſubſiſt, in 


_ HW W r e under his admini- 
t tration. But where all theſe were redu- 
s ced into a ſyſtem, were exetted without 


1 “ interruption, were ſtudiouſſj ſought for, 
2e n order to ſupply the place of laws, and 


=  *Yfubduc the refractory ſpirit - of the na- 
tion; it was neceſſary to find ſome ſpeedy. 
ES = « remedy, ors finally to abandon all hopes 
8 of preſerving the antient freedom of the 
75 SE cc conftitution. Nor could r moderate men 
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' Gr) meaſures. The Conimbns; as yet; had . 
eee invaded his authority: They hac 


te only exerciſed, as beſt pleaſed them, 
<< ebe rn privileges. Was he exeu= | 
ales Bette, from one houſe offurlia. —&& } 
Ws ment, he had met with ſome harliand. 1 


<2 unkind treatment, to make, in/revenge,, 
an unjuſt and illegal invaſion on therights | 
and liberties of the whole nation & : 
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ui: Wurn the Cummont ewbled, they 
<< appeared to be meg of the ſame! inde- 
{*.pandent- ſpirit. with their predeeeſlors, 
and paſſeſſed ef ſuch riches, that their 
groger Was. eomputed te ſurpaſs three 
times that. of che houſe of Pets; they 
e Were deputed: by hurroughs and aun: 
F< ties; inſlamed, all of them, by the late 
open viglations of liberty; many; ef the 
et members themſtlyes had been baſt in- 
8 0 priſon, and had: ſuffered: by. the/ar-- 
<< hitrary meaſures of the court; yet, not- 
£ withſtanding //all theſe. circumſtzaces, 
+ hcl might | prompt them; to, Embrage 
* violent reſolutions, they entered up 
, dat. with perſect temper. and dage- 
« mm They drew up the famous bill 
called the petition of right, which having 


* Ruſbworth, quoted by Rapln, vol. #:"Book 19 fe of 
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gone through both houſes -of „ 
was at length aſſented to by the King. 
paſled_ into 2. meu Hu. inks: 


was it, indeed do very hard 2 Ger w have 
his aſſent | requeſted . to a 
tittle of which was conformable be ar. 
eſt· ſcatutes? and that the4 4.0 

give. this. petition pf. right t 3 to 
« bill of ſupply. However, even enalthough 
their conduct hed, been able the impu- 
tation of extreme rigor, yet he thinks 
it may allow of an apology. vn There is 
nothing, which tends more te excuſe, 
70 if not e eee eee of e 


« nel principles, - as — 
compatible with a 2 
— — 
„ which the Commons found,, upon inqui- 
"0 to be printed by ſpecial 
« from the King; and when this ſermon. 
« was looked into, it contained, 0 
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| this hiſtorian, © ran extremely, high, on 


account of this violent rupture betwixt 
« King and parliament. Theſe diſcon- 


1 ere Charles very imprudently inflamed 


lot, Holes, and e eee 5 


"foananed. +6 their trial in the king's bench, 


+. for ſeditious ſpeeches and behavior in 


— parliament ; but refuſing to anſwer be- 


e fore an inferior court for their conduct, ; 


ce ag, members of a ſuperior, they w. 


a, condemned to impriſonment during — 
h King's pleaſure, to find ſureties for their 
good behavior, and to be fined, the two 


tc former a thouſand pound a- piece, the 


latter five hundred. This illegal ſen- 
E tence, procured by the influence of the 
crown, ſerved only to ſhow' the King's 


bye diſregard to all the privileges of parlia- 
© ment, and to acquire an immenſe ſtock 
9 popularity to the ſufferers, yho had 


TY ſo bravely, in. oppoſition. to arbitrary 
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My able to his royal ears? 


che King merely as ſoft and4 
were alſo put 


ef EW rd. W The 
gentle” in bis tetoper 
* 2 High commiſſion, w 
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ler Alus alls chats Paige, dis biftg: bt 
rian, it would appear, declares againſt the 
King's arbitrary principles and manner * 
government, and in favour af thoſe” who 
endeavoured; to oppoſe them. But his 
ſtyle riſes alittle higher, and —_— | 

animated with the full ſpirit; of hiberty, | 
when he declaims againſt the tax of -ſhip 
money. The impoſition of ſhip- money 
cc is apparently the moſt avowed and. moſt 1 — 
dangerous invaſion of national privileges, 
«© not only which Charles was ever guilty 

* of, but which the: moſt arbitrary Princes . | 
in England, ſince any liberty had been 

| * aſcertained to the people, had cer ven- 

e ftured upon. In bain, Were precedents 
of antient writs produced: hom wide 1 
were kheſe precedents from a power of _ 
 <-arÞitrarily obliging the people, at their 

L charge, to build new ſhips, td vie- 

* tual and pay them, for che publie; nay 
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V <. to. furniſh. money to the crown for that 


 «. purpoſe? What ſecurity either againſt 
25 the farther extenſion of this claim, &c. ? 


ing all. theſe. ; reaſons, 
pd. judges; four excepted, 


. gave ſentence in * of the crown. 


„obtained by the 


4 n de end. for which he had ſo ge- 


2 44 nerouſly ſacrificed his ſafety and his quiet: 
. * people were rouzed from their | le- 

thargy,.and ſaw. 1 the ae which 
were prepared for 1 r Nabe 
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— - : - i mhole.. __ — ci all 


this ſeem fully i 0 aſcertain our au- 


thor's political ſentiments, and to fix them 


on the fide. of liberty __ the conſtitution? 


In theſe and ſeveral other paſſages, the 
King's lofty ideas of monarchical power” 
are acknowledged, and his arbſtrary mea- 


ſures of government arraigned : | the names 


110 FE practical deſpotiſm and © civil tyran- 
ny” are beſtowed upon them... The 
nation was treated like a conquered. pro- 
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« vince,” and labored under a" cbmpli- 


& cation of grievarices: :=—Their chains were 

10 een ee 1rd and the moſt invidi- | 
« ous prerogative of the crown, that of 

2 CE the ſubject," was openly,” and 


ee ſolemnly, and in numerous inſtances, ex- 
ee erxeiſed for the moſt invidious purpoſe: 


The antient freedom of the conſtitution” 
was in the greateſt danger of being over- 


en — A more ſubmiſſive nation than i | 


the Engliſh would have ſhowed fymp- 
< toms of diſcontent; © at theſe multiplied 


* val betwixt the firſt and ſecond parſia- 


*  violences and diſaſters.” Their liberties 
« were in a manner raviſhed from them, 
and illegal taxes extorted: The inter- 


« ment was diſtinguiſhed by many open 


ce and flagrant violations of public liberty: 


The King gave way to ſeverities'inthe 


ſtar- chamber and high "commiſſion :— 


The principles which exalted prerogative | 
© were put in practice during all the time, 


e when he ruled without parliament” 


(notwithſtanding his ſolemn conſent to the | 


petition of right). Their violations of 
* law,” (he ſpeaks of the monarchs James 
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© XK evety,excepting\thip-mbney,: dhe moſt 
1 eee ene eee of monopolies, 
3 do ſolemnly aboliſhed, a er re- iterated 
„ben ers, Wen Gf rl 
ES * ne dpenly alen . he. tax inf 
5 mi- money ig ſtrongly condemned: Hamb- 
daes ſpirit in oppoſing it is applauded: 
che judges gave ſentence in favour of 
3 the crown are htanded with a very ignomi- 
3 nious epithet: und “ the people;” we are 
"told; +  Siawplamly/he ohains which were 
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Tomes ſentiments, « one gr 
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caink, might naturally iſſue in a pretty full 
4 . r of King 
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the 7 — no — C — ts | 
dent is; intended by this hiſtorian. or] In 
other paſſages of the hiſtory very-different | 
ideas and ſentiments are exhibited; of 
which 1 ſhall now give ydu at ſpecimen? 
Immediately after his Warm declamatio 
againſt ſnip- money, and his; repreſentation 
of the miſerable ſtate of things in the kings 
dom, ſee the cool, the unexpected and 
ſurpriſing exordium of the following chap= 
ter. The grievances, untler Which the 
“ Engliſh labored, when conſidered itt 
e themſelves; - ſcarce deſerve: the name. 
How? Even though they, were < treated 
like a conquered province; had their 
< liberties in a manner! vreſted from 
t them; were ſubjected to illegal im 
* priſonments; illegal taxes, to the ſeve· | 
rities of the  ſtar-chamber and high 
« commiſſion,” and ta the other effects f 
« civil tyranny ? The 3 
< under which the Engliſh labored, . 
“ conſidered in themſelves, ſcatde Dow 5 
the name; nor were they either bur- 
5 thenſome on the people's: revenues or any 
| 5 16 | x 12 1 —_ way. 
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— to" the Handed Hokbnky 
«of mankind.” (Can you imagine yourſelf 

wo! be reading the fame author?) Een 
c the taxation of ſſp-mon | 
&+ of: the conſequences, was rather" an ad- 

< vantage to the public; by the judicious 
d uſes which the King made of the money, 
Lclevied by that expedient. Peace too, 
et induſtry, commerce, opulence, along 
with justice und linity of © adminiftration : 
«/all cheſe were fully enjoyed by. the 
people; and every other bleſſing of go- 


vernment, except liberty, ot rather the 


te preſent exerciſe of 1 and its 
proper nnen fl” n We Ex 
187d, birt” 2orvong; pn ft ape! | 

2 had ſpoke oftiihs mch | 
of the leaders of the houſe of Commons to 
oppoſe arbitrary power, and to defend tlie 
libettics of their native country t” their de- 
hr is ſaid afterward to have boen to re- 
„ duce the cron te neceſſties und by 

multiplying theſe neceſſities, it was fore- 
4 e that ns ** 
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n 
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et, VIII. Mr Home's Hrerenx. 2311 
eon all fades, muſt, at lalt. fac b. and 


be no longer eee TY the privileges 
*,of the People. SA 2 5 01. ; vie riarrsd 1 R | . 
cords arab rw b net d wot . Zo 
II often talks of * 1 limited 
* n the antient conſti- 
5 tation tation z7 by and by, this conſtitution 
i repreſented as ambiguous, and dhe me 
— tranſitory efforts of popy- We | 
lar liherty, . It is, allowed, that perſonal lie 
berty was ſecuted by mat ancient ſtatutess 
againſt arbitrary power in the crown; and — 18 
Vet much may be ſaid in ſupport f its x * | 
Cerxciſe and the ſubject ĩs not Without ts 
ee ee ed the houſe of = 


| han F 's) « the; t — — | 
they needed never hape had 32 


e ence with any of theifymonarchs H Mr 
Hung ſhould; have told us; Wllen it was 2 
that, the. extorted loans, and levied taxes Pen 
out Cad ir: patliament;; and wat 
Ar 16-45% itt Mid 5 bo lpnſt"s 63. 
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ſe tes were The turbulent go- 
n. nt of England, — 4 — | 
< betwixt privilege and preroga 
* afford a variety of pee which 
gh voy add il den dee Be 


je and pri- 
* is my had be 


tion any rights or eonſtitu IM alk f The 
hold hiſtory of England demon rat 
that it was never aß Abſalute, but a f 1 
- monarchy; and that tlie reyal auth 
indeed mote or leſs- limited, but ſtill lt 
ed in all ages. Ac follows, therefore, that | 


 the' Engliſh con- 

— — U ite moſt ſaered and fun- 
damental las. Nay, chib writer upon 
_ 2ſomie ocraſions ſeems inelined to allow wg 
 ' they were ſo: at other times he end. 
to ſpread a thick miſt over; tl tis jd 
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Tn theſe: principles of md. 
(he had been ſpeaking of | arbiteary> ones, 
which prompted the King to impoſe the 
tax of ſtũp- money) . were derived from 
<0 the uniſorm tenor of the Engliſh Jaws, 


bel it would be:rath to afin. Doubtle 
it would; eſpecially as hirnſelf elſe where 


affirms, that ancient laws oppoſed- them; 
and chat acting according te tliem in the 
thip-money tax was a'*moſt'avowed/anl 
& dangerdus invaſion of national privi- 
leges “. He goes on : he Ain. 
«<:ting nature of the -conſtitutisn;” the'ini- 
ee patient humor of the people, and the 
variety of events, had, no doubt, in 
different ages, produced: many ercep- 
tions. and cbnttadictions : Theſe ohſer- 
_ £:2vations only may be eſtabliſhed on both 
te ſides , that the ap Were fü. 
ve ciently ſtrong in favor o the King t a. 
, pologize for his following ſueh maxim, 
* and that public liberty muſt be ſo preca- | 
** rjous under this exarbitaglh prerogative as 
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e 55 to-cepdefiian oppoſition »6at}:onlyilexcu- | 
(able, but laudable;\in the pciople 8. 80 
very moderate and cautious, and ſo con- 
ſiſtent too areg the 1 and conelu- 
bens of this hiſtorian. 1.1. noed bell al) 

| | 3<j IC 90 Aaicke/ 


Ae Weduct of both parties — 
. cheginuing of chel diſmal and deſolating civil 
War. Here. I cannot help obſerving, that, 
in my judgment, he has done injury: to chat 
Sause which, it would appear; . to 
ſupport; by attempting an apology for | 
me principles and acts of arbitrary power, 
| Ae: were avowed and exerted * che 
not far more proper, o rale the e ta of | 
MP the, royal cauſe; inſt 
| the gr oands'' lad, denn. by L. Clarmngdon 
and ſome other {hiſtorians And t aſſert, 
that alter his Majeſty had paſſed the trien- 
nial bill; that other for the abolition of the 

hamber and high ee Lon 
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bad alſented uo mn exckllonti auch iport- 
ant acts, in erder to the ſetthity/ fr 

aan end u nene ef public Hberty, 
m— 5 to hate Been fatibfed, 
mould net have urged things further, 
far leſs to ſuch an extremityf It -, have 


beer better perhaps; fer Su aüthof te HV 
followed this general? plan, Wickeut Geudiza- 
ann, 


ting into other und mer dangerous paths. 
anardoragmi..d2 ,qm, u nod, 
lis 6pinion>of te Eatl ef Strafford's 
cbnduct, and his character ef: Rrchbiſhop 
Laud, are not unworthylof Gr attention: | 
* The —_—_ reforms Oays he in 


— nes 


they immediately entered upon aße, 
s and by unanimous conſent they ſtruck a 
"blow; "which may in à mannet; be re- 
ugarded as derifwe. The Bier Sek. 
lord Was wonlidered as chief mißiſter G7 
_ « tate, both on account of the bredit; 


„ which he poſſeſſed with" his b ng: and 5 


of his own IC. and un&6mihon ig | 
agg oo cc and 
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which compoſes he-Briciſh, anarchy. *. 
:;feveral, hours ſpent in bitter 


eee bai dressed ,of 
<, high treaſon. This motion was received 
* with univerſal, approbation .- Pym Was 
te choſen to carry up the input, 
22408) moth of; the houſes camaniad vii 
den ſd fagrecable an ermnd l. I vas 
charged againſt him, that he had endea- 
 voured to ſubvert, the fundamental laws ef 
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. garded this conduct, i prrkdene; of the 
£ lieute- 
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nut of Treland, a5 oounſeller or 
* münder i in England. But tho wary 


|; < months were employed by the matügers 


in framing che accufatieh, and üll Straf- 
< ford's'anfivers were extemporary; it aps 

* pears ftom compariſon not only that 
« be ws free fm the me of treaſon, 
_ of which there is not the leaſt appear 
„ ance, but that his conduct, making l 
— oh 


5 «lowance” for Dümmum infirmitles, e 
to ſucli fore aS innocent, 
cc and ev un ble *.“ t is not 
to aequit Kit of all blame; his conductywit 
ſeems, is intitled to our ſtrong approbation. 

He had been à favourite miniſter, at the 

esd of nis May jeſty's' cotineils; for more 

that ſpace of 
ume, the tigte whih' exalted — 
* \gative were put in practiee; money 
levied, either by che — rn 0 
laws, or by violations; ſome more open, 

» ſome more d diſguiſed; ef the" privileges 
«7 ol this — oppreſſive and illegal mea- 
were purſued „ akte law, in 
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— nſtances, was, nice violated; | 
dh and the people ſaw; plainly the Chains 
6 Which were prepared for them: yet. ck 
ter all the conduct of the prime miniſ 
and favourite, who abetted. all theſe: illegal 
and arbitrary meaſures, Fri and wo copied 
dener ſo exactiy in his err of 


0 


did not however appear ſo to any one — 4 
ſon in the houſe of Commons. The Lords 
Falkland and Digby, Mir Hyde, afterwards 
Lord Clarendon, and the other patriot 
royaliſts, zealouſſy concurred in Strafford's 


rages ys One of theſe,, Honourable 
Lords ſaid of him, that he committed ſo 


mann mighty andd fd manifeſt enormitics 

<..and opprefſions in the kingdom of Ire-. 
nd, that che like have not been com · 
mitted by any governor, in any: govern- 
e ment, ſince Verres left Sicily; and aſter 
do his Linridhip wa; called; O from being 
« deputy of Ireland, to be in a manner de- 


7 puty of England, he and the junto gave 


f< ſuch counſels, and purſued ſuch courlſes, 
K * * hard to fay, whether 13 were 
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u tünater - And it was che ſteady 0 pinion 
of Lord Digby, that the Far ef Seaford 
vas the moſt dangerous miniſter, and tlie 
«moſt maker to free ſubjects; and 
88 chat his practices in themſelves had been 


3 as high and tyrahnical as any ſubject ever 
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; *. Nay His Majeſty - 
himſelf, Who had been preſent — 
the whole trial, declared, in his ſpeech to 
both houſes of parliament,” that tho He 
« could not condemn him of high treaſon, 
yet as to matters of miſdemeanours, he 
e Was ſo clear in that, that he did not 
think my Lord Strafford fit hereafter o 
*« ſerve him or the common wealth a i an 
of truſt, no not the meaneſt. Such 
was the opinion of the Lords Falkland and 
_ Digby, of the whole houſe of Commons, 
and of the King himſelf, concerning the 
Earl of Strafford, "whoſe conduct is by this 
| hiſtorian ſaid to have been, not only « in- 
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K mies wete allo: 
_ N and true piety, 7 


1 his revenge, . 
5 ; eee 
= mons againſt Strafford, Laud, — 


= thers, ame he thin {Ons was an in- | 
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«, nde Ach ani nioharchy;:6xented 
| 0 themſelves, with: the utmaſt Vigor in the 
<, redreſs: of grievances, and in pi | 
«the authors of them *. The dad . 
the Puritans were: not the only perſuns ws 
condemned the conduct of this prelatet 
Very many of the church beſt o friends; 
and who were-all-along|\conformiſts/to s 
government and liturgy, were highly di- 
pleaſed with ſome of his innovations, win 
the ſuperſtitious ſpirit that was diſvovered in 
them, and with the, hanginy and-arbitraty 
4 manner of their mpoſit * But though 8 
tit had been otherwiſe, b 3; 
ſtyled enemies to true piety; whowps - 
oled theſe, and who entertumed hart un 
perhaps mean thoughts of the perſon:who 
. ROD) * 
en on e the pan — 3 
or thres following Pages . he talks — 
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r was ——— me- 
«| chanical devotion, which was propoſed 
ce ton be his model of religion. 

3 to inadvertency, or to ſome- 
Seng that; — is termed me- 
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of n are a con- 
Fa 8 * vi ee, wens 
affixed - any determined ideas to them? | 
However. that may. be, as the Puritans: = 
pear to be the of his conſtant and 
3 on account both of their 

CHA — 


— enemies to — 
alſo, all of them, — fn 0 be 
conſidered as downright rebels, and : de- 
clared enemie to loyalty.“ ; aft I; 8096523 
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with 1 and candor, he had be- 
| fore conferred on their \bretfirenitin\S6ots 
. ns a called them : determi? 
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pen ths ihr adde 6 ki illry,” any ohe 
muſt perceive in what an extraordinary manner he. has 
ſtrained every thing againſt them. See, for inſtance, how, 
he ſpeaks of the ancient confeſſion of Faith, in which the 
 . tenets of Popery were condemned. e futions covethnt” 
« conſiſted ſirſt of a renuneiation of. Popery, formerly: 
r and compoſed of the molt, WE 
& furious and moſt virulent invectises, with which any 
« human beings had ever inflamed their breaſt to an unre- 
_ © lenting animoſity againſt their-fellow-creatures,” p. 227. | 
| High ſounding words theſe, Which might hape been reſex-— 
ved to a more. proper place, as there was ſurely no fort of  _ 
occaſion for them in talking of a- confeſſion of faith, wich 
renounced the-errprs and cerruptions of the Roman church. 
——Again, concerning the eccleſiaſtical government. in, 
Scotland, © Without accuſer,” ſays he, without m. (4 
* mons, without trial, any eccleſiaſtical: court,” however _ 
4 inferior, could, | in à ſummary manner, prongusce a 
_ © ſentence of excommunication, for any cauſe, and againſt. 

Bt any perſon, - even tho” he lived not. within the bounds | 

4 of their juriſdiction- And, by this means, the whole 
. tytanny of the inquiſition, tho“ without its order, was 
introduced into the kingdom, p. 64 An eſtabliſn 

ment this which, Lbelieve, 59 never heard of till this 
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| -iv"Scottand;: in the year 1648; 
—_ 0 The moderate Prelbyterians, WI 
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OW”, e r have done it e- 
N as than by ſubjoining the following ſen- 
# tener to the character he had given of this 
1 prelate? This was the man, Who ac- 
_ < quired ſo great an aſcendant over Charles, 
_— and led him, by the fuperſtition of his 
=: . temper, into a conduct, which proved 
«. 0 fatal'to himſelf and to his kingdoms.” 
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x TurxE is but one dene paſſage of this 

3 hiſtory, upon which I week at preſent 
EEE offer a few reflections. We haye ſeen Mr 
3 Hume's account of the original grounds of 
Alͤliſſenfion betwixt the King and the parlia- 
; ment; in which he has taken notice of the 
illegal and arbitrary meaſures which had 
1 been carried on during the ſpace of fourteen 
— years, and of the general intention f the 
| parliament to redreſs paſt grievances and to 
x provide a barrier againſt the jrruption of ar- 
ditrary power in time to comę: and thus 
_ the ſtruggle betwixt liberty and prerogative 

gave riſe to the civil war. Their Viola- 
tions of law, particularly thoſe of Charles, 
. are palpable; and obvious, and were; 
eee Peddsg, mene, of 


ons, though leſs poſitive 
and m mn are no leſs diſcernible 
cc, „ by good judges, and were equally ca- 
en of deſtroying the juſt ballance of 
© ' the conſtitution. While they-exerciſed 
ce the powers, tranſmitted to them, in a 
manner more independent, and leſs 
<« compliant, than had ever before been 
4 practiſed; the kings were, imprudently, 
1 but, as they imagined, from neceſſity, 
<. tempted to aſſume powers, which had 
A ſcarce'ever been exerciſed. or: claimed by 
«theſe oppoſite pretenſions aroſe alt the 
« factions, 75 convulſions, and diſorders, 
«© which attended that period *. The 
ſenſe of all this is perfectly e ' How 
ſurpriſing then to have this ſubject preſent- 
ed to us, in ſo very different a light, by 
the ſame author, in the following para- 
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and of the croſs in baptiſm. On aceount 
of theſe, were both parties contented to 


dive, all uthors, who" have -raſually 
te male mention of thoſe public tranſac- 
tions, fill repreſent the civil diſanders 
Sund cm uifone 8 o& from teli- 

gut comtroverſy, amd conſider the po- 
2 übt, dipans about power and liberty 
—_ eee fubordinate to the other 
partiaments, impriſonment and 
1 — ene p- money, an 
arbitrary and Megal admiiſtratzon; cheſe 
3 'foully, and not Without reaſon, 
* complained : But the "grievances, 
& hich tended chiefly to enflame the 
r patliatnent and nation, —— at- 
De! were, dhe { „che ralls placed 
bout the altar, — on ap- 
«« proathing it the fiturgy, ("the breach'of 
the abbath, ern I! chpes, Laenn- 
„ 1Hleeves,” the uſe ef che bing in # 


throw the government into ſuch violent 
5 convulſions; and to the W that 
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* e ; an at 
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Hage aud uf che Mand Mat be aec- 
_  <knowledyed;! that the diſorders in Scot- 
< land intircly, and thoſgin England 'tmoſt- 
r ſo mean and on- 

tempuble an origin . a dif Iris 
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and partiarnent, ſo that we ſhonld meet 
weich it everywhere in the papers thut puff 
£20 E on both: ſides; Butz for my part, 1 
doubt whether it is 40 be once Hu in 
amy one of them „ 10 far W per 
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novations- were — — by the 
Commons; neither were they defended by 
the King.——As little did he adhere to 
the book. of porte, about which the zeal of 
— had been vhretofhre 
aly,exercuſed.- .. James's -<< 

ration to 2 recreations and ien 


* and fr the © ſe, — recreation 


es ay — his 2 wv — 
4e. claration. This « Heel fo however, 5 
Was attended with fatal effects to multitudes 
of che e va would 2 — their 


4 Ginful, 2s 


— the Lord _ qa midi 
to efface a ſenſe of religion, and to intro- 
duce a general diſſolution of manners a- 
en the wales: © Was this a proper ſub- 
Me {9066 


# 3 


VI. Nr Hu Hifrony. 2p | 
deeded àgainſt the miniſters of religion; = - 

and in the courts of | biſhops. too ©; Where 
eee ee ee excommu- ; 


bounds 8 of ——— wh 


this treatment. 80 very warẽů was the 
zeal nenn . 
ful a cauſe. ee | 
Zig. 10 ebe on ale: 250 ol. Tull, 

: Tur liturgy then is the only remaining 
article that is of any conſequence; con- 
cerning which, the houſe of Commons pe- 
an chat it ſhould be reformed. This 

” of one of the 1 


1642, two”! months — the — eee 
cout: neither did he altogether reje& the _ 
2 —— The - two! laſt articles of his 
paragraph, the ring in marriage, and croſs 
in baptiſm,” are put in, I ſuppoſe, 1 
to heighten the ridicule and contempt 
which he intends to excite. But how has 

it happened, that, in all this enumeration of 
particulars ars, he ſhould have forgot the moſt © - 


— * all, namely, "dijo 
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yanable on — 65th able? 
—_— wars: Does his-Eardthip 
i reprofant the. civiFdiſofders au Som 
4 ſions 'as-proceeding' fromm religious o. 
«-troverſi?”: and daes he confider the 
_ <--diſputes-about phwer and liberty; about - 
the arbitrary power which chad been ſo u 
_ farmljyexertiled by/ the crown tothe vide 
lation of „ 
ject. “ as intirely ſubatilihate to ther G 
ther? Lord Clarandun N ſenſe of things 
will: be known, by attending toch fow pals 
hr mi ny Ty Fern! off 


- 


» yay krtoch Ae 95508 ED or 7 "v0 

Aue his entry. on the hiſtory ef tha long 
gain , cms the! third bob, eee 
are theſi. dn the hauſe of: "Comm 
i« dere many perſons o Alden un us 
. vity, ho being poſſeſſeſl of g *great” ang 
1 plentiſul fortunes; tho''they:werk unde. 
1 vote enougli to the ecurt Hack all ima⸗ 
ginable duty for the King]: and àfection 
« to' the government eſtabliſhed by law or 

© antient cuſtom; and without" doubt th 
« wr part of that body confiſted' © 


M m 8 cc „men 


_ 


1 8 


— 


n, ot id ae aß 
eren in the 
«(of church or ſtate % And müeed it 
about fortnight after their meeting, it 
was reſolved, chat none ſhould fit in their 
houſe, but ſuch as would receive the com- | 

munion according to the ulage of the 

| church of England. When the civil war 

WEE: ear out, many of them went to join the 

yet Lord Clarendon ſays, in relation 

$4 is teraper of the houſe, 'in the begin- 

ning of the year 1643, that very ich 

the major part even of thoſe members 

e who ſtill continued with them, were cor- 

e dially affected to the (church) govern- 

«ment eſtabliſhed, at leaſt not affected to 

„anyother f. His Lordſhip has drawn the 

characters of thoſe ho were moſt. diſtin- 
guiſhed in both houſes of parliament, in | 

| which I cannot diſcern the leaſt veſtige of 

N thoſe ideas which Mr Hume has ſuggeſted to 

us * Earl on W had no deſire _ 
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e vernment of the church LIT he Carl 
of Eſſer was rather diſpleaſed with the 
perſon of th and ſome other 
1 biſhops/>thaw-indeveretorahe function; 

Land he was as much devoted as any 


man tothe book of common prayer, and 


2 —— to be — 
——— a — 
able man, and a good ſcholar *. In 


« truths” adds he, . in the houſe of Peers 
ly at that time taken notice 
_ of the Lords Say and Broolte, as polktive = 


ee there were only 


enemies to the whole fabrick of the 
* church, and to deſire a diſſolution of 


that Recent fiche Burt of Warwick 


* himſelf 1 
averſion to Epiſcopacy, indeed profeſt- 
ou tlie Ontrary. In the houſe: of Com- 
t mons, though of the chief leaders, Na- 
ee thaniel Fiennes, and young Sir Harty 


Vane and ſhortly after Mr Hambden, 
„ who had e- ovvned it, were be- 


ted 16:4 1 tas 4 +54 x61 | 1 FLY IC: n 1 11 2 «A 


6 eee w p. 233. 334. K 


„„ m2 « lieved | 


a vin. OED CITY wh | 
chere mould be any alteratibn im the gb. 


2 LF HT ERNS ou Det VII. 
N lived to he for root and branch 4:3hich 
_ rey ſhortly tor a gommon expreſſion, 
aud diſoovery ef the ſeveral tempersiʒ yet 
Mr Pym was not df that dnind, her Mr 
Hallia, norcanꝭ of-the.! mn; or 
#*.thoſe. Jawysre:who drove. on moſt furi- 
* oufly-with dem: all v rere pleaſed 
Saru the government! itſelf ef the 
t church.“ His Lordſhi proceeds to in- 
wem ue, that * the firſta deſign chat was 
# entertained againſt the church, and 
eck Was feceived, -ih-ithe houſe of 
Commons -wath - a 2 viſible oountenance | 
And approbation df many, vhs were nei- 
e ther of the ſame p in iples nor purpoſes, 
155 wüs Mort bill that was brought in, to 
:** take” away che biſhops votes in parlia- 
e ment, and to {gave them out in all com- 
. miſſions of the peace, or chat had rela- 
tion to zuny tetnporal affairs. This Was 
| < contrived: with great die on 


40. Peers were much-Aüpoled, — — 
them, none more than the Earl of Eſ- 
ay _ was all the - n ho ob- 
9 j > Off 2 11 * | 


b VI — Hara. * 


. eved. chat they "hlentceatdded.» auß 
<_thing:-Which Ge hes 
Fr intereſt, hy remſon of the-number dfothe 
<<, biſhaps, O, for the I Mmoſt / part, wjani> 
en e 


—.— — . 
<<. verſions from their ſpiritual Charges. In 


* * the-houſe of C gx «they. aſed. that, 


and other atguments, 60 romoye't the 
——— -nongs Moch 8 
ern 5 fs 1994 * Au 0H: be enen 25 
N „eee 
pe bauen grew ade to. Bare read 


1 *.4g6;".9nd\ dar: Jew. alam who 
have calually; made mention of ;thole 
ge. public tranſactions. And according to 
this account, che houſe of Commons, ſo far 
from having been inflamed with zeal againſt 
ae government and liturgy, 
was generally well. affected towards both ; 
& that the queſtion relative to the excluſion 
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was corifidered as fuborditiate x6 thoſe which 
regarded tlie intereſts of the ſtate 
he Commons Had early erpreſſed their 
„ ee eee ee den ee 
atio eee Ws eee 
3 ſays Lord Clarendon, 
. Foe — on; as a moſt palpable in- 
vaſion by the whole body ef 
* upon the lavrs and liberty of tlie people; * 
0 that the houſe of Commons declared, 
1 EC. that” theſe” canons. ' conitited"th dem 


EB Pires err en to the lberty 
1 — property of the ſubject, and to the 
+. «<"privileges' of "parliament *. — 

| hs light in which they viewed them 
an their reſolutions againſt them — 
unanimous:” "They were likewiſe extreme 
ly offended” at the various opprefior s and 
Leverities which, "Kor" ſwine ü pat, had 
exere ical courts: 
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theſe: who. notwithſtand ing 5 
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red to epiſcopal; government The great 
Lord Ballad, for inſtance, even — 3 
| ment eiten th allowing mner fe. 


_ of; eee sehe ſays his N 
3 have brought in ſuperſtition and 


c ſcandal under the title of decency, and 
© have been leſs. eager on thoſe, — 
ff our church, than on thoſe who an weak 
i conſcience, and, perhaps, as weak rea- 
dons, only abſtain from it. Nay, it has 
$ been more dangerous for men to go 
qt: te a neighbouring pariſn, when, they had 
5 no ſermon in their own, than n * s 
©, finate and perpetual recuſa 
+, maſs hag been ſaid in ſecurity; a conven» 
_ 4$iticle has been a crime; and which is yet 
more, the conforming ren 
e, has been more exacted than the con- 
G to —— ——The. con 
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could" ef the: "poſped;> without 
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—. — 5 Tee eng po" 
2 ut this — ne mean = 
. copacy, — 
e übuſed that — en, ; e/ W hay 
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dnnn aud ue wen 
e counts neceſſary, ſhould be mapoſed upr 
% on them mn 
ings; in which 
 alifis-in-the-houſs 
at a: redreſs af 


without over: 


grievances, 
turning the conſtitution of the church. And 


— this matter a late accurate hiſtorian 
has given his judgment in theſe 
* It appears to me, that there was.'no 
5 formed deſign as yet (in the year 
cc either in the houſe of Commons; or a- 
mong the Puritan to ſubvert the . 
< hierarchy, and erect the Preſbyterian -go- 
is vernment upon its ruins.—80 that what 
e terwards, was the reſult of the ſitu 
* of their affairs, and not of any formed 
« defign: As that changed, ib did the 
* councils and meaſures 9 
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reſult of all is, "that the debate 
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nous in we Paragraph deere deen was 


reach he had but little r — 
up the moſt part of the particulars there 
inſerted; ſuch as, the Archbiſhop's innova- 
tions, which had been ſuppreſſed; what con- 
cerned the book of ſports, which was not 
inſiſted in; and the habits of clergymen, 
which were hardly, if at all, — Nay, 
after the canons of the convocation had 


been rendered ineffectual, after the ſuppreſ- 


ſion of the high commiſſion, and putting 


an end to the arbitrary ſeverities of the ec- 


cleſiaſtical courts; and even after; the act 
had paſſed, which excluded the biſhops from 
a ſeat in the houſe of peers, and the reſt of 
the clergy from any temporal juriſdiction; 
yet, after all, the civil diſcords ſtill conti - 
nued, which ifſued in the calamities of 


war. The cauſes of this you will find in 


every hiſtory; perhaps in fe more impet - 
fectly than in that of our author. Let me 
quote one paſſage more from Lord Claren- 
1 in Which He Wills the ſtate of 
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things, at that period, in his aſſigning rea- 1 = 

| 3 —  _ 

r 2642, as pete him. WS: Ls 72 
* Ha Ri. e 00 Ihe ier : 

. Bur they again, ſays his Lordſhip, | 
$4 * — that junc- 
ture of time; the incredible diſadvantage 
_ '* his Majeſty ſuffered, by: the miſunder- 
| landing; of his going to the houſe 
Commons, and by the popular mite 
of privilege of parliament, and conſe- 5 
L quentiy of the breach of thaſe privile-t 
ee ges: and, on the contraty, the great 
height and reputation the factious party | 
had arrived to, the ſtratagems they 
«, uſed, and the infuſions they made ino 1 
the people, of the King's diſinclination 3 „ 
do che flaus of the land ; and eſpecially, - 
e that he had conſented to all thoſe xx. 
e cellent laws made this parliament, of = 
« which the people were poſſeſſed, very 
*, E and meant to avoid them: 


te that the Queen had, an irreconcileable — 99 
© hatred to the religion profeſſed, and to a 
« e whole nation, and that her power 
| Nun 2 ; : Wil 


or. 
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ö < Ws wie wat thete Win a 
; — to fend the Prince beyond the 
< ſeas, Ale to marty him to ſome Papiſt : 
above all, {which the principal of them, 
<« with' wonderful confidence, in all pla- 

© 668 avowed do be true), that the rebellion 
< in Ireland was fomented, and countenan- 
© ce ut leuſt, by the Queen, what good 
ce terins might be got for the Catholics in 
'« Priglind : 1 fay,- eee e 
< all Hils III cohchade, that it cn ern- 
e his Majefty by all gentleneſs and oon 
< deſtenſion td. undeceve, and recover 
e me to their Tobriety and -anderftand- 
< ing, Ge. k. A preat deal mere might 
be qudtecl : but the ſubject is 0 plain, ant 
o well khown, that more, I think, is un- 
neceſfary; as .it is Rkewiſe to add any fur- 
mer reflections on our author's ſcheme in 
thee above puſſage. Only read it again, and 
chen decide concerning it. It may be 
er worth obſerving, that all the hiſtorians, 
<'who'lived near that age, or hut perhaps 
* i more decfiwe, All we reren 
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2 "I 


Te cee au, ee. * * 
8 . 5 « caſually 
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« caſually; made mention of -thoſe-;public - 
| — tall repreſent the civil diſ- 
<« orders and convulſions as procerding from 
religious controverſy, and conſider the 
« political diſputes about power) and liberty 
«- as-intirely :fabordinate to 
<< Rut the grievances, which bemed chaß. 
ly to enflame the partiament and nation, 
* eſpecially the latter, were, the ſurplice, 
che rails placed about the altar, the-bows 
———— ici 
<-count of theſe; were both patties con 
<<: tented to throw the into 
«ſuch violent 'convaltions; and to the dif 
grace of that age and of this iſland, it 


« ders in Scotland intirely, and choſo in 


1 
«and 1 Ps es 
akin may for diol: ee — 
ihe pleaſes, and may thence draw what 
concluſion he thinks proper; but let him 
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ment, cannot ſubſcribe to his concluſion. 


not impoſe a neceſſity on others, Who, as 


x 


LY 


Fa 
i of 
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b. VIII. 
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= Carr atowotahaliniooad e line 


of the ſtate of things See at that 


rem 1 re 
this' -occaſion: But as I am ahways beſt 


pleaſed with what aſſiſtance may be had 
From Mr Husar himſelf, and as this is the 
thod, I ſhall 2 prove, 


— — tht xii,” 


to which he now refers en ib 2. 


. eng were ext 


* 
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Wiru regard to the firſt commotions in 


1anc in the year” 16375 3 * 


at the King's increaſing — of the 


ru — and his raiſing them to the chief 


dignities of the ſtate; ſo that intereſt 
joined itſelf to ambition, and begot a jea- 
loufy, leſt che epiſcopal ſees, which, at 


4 the reformation, had been pillaged by the 


nobles, ſhould again be enriched at their 
he King too, warrantedd 
0 * 
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* during a courſe of thirty years, had been 


< exacted of intrants into the miniſtry}; 


* in which: they ſwore: to obſerve the ar- 
<<< tickes' of Perth, and ſubmit to the litur- 
_ «© py and canons. And in a word, the 


whole ſyſtem of church - government, 


“ changed, by means of the innovations 
5 introduced by James and Charles *.“ 


Then he talks of the general fear of Popery, 


tained in relation to the tendeney of theſe 
innovation. Amidſt theſe dangerous 
„ complaints,” adds he , and terrors 
< of religious grievances, the civil and ee: 
« cleſiaſtical privileges of the nation were 
imagined, and with ſome reaſon; not to 
< be altogether free from invaſion. The 
& eſtabliſnment of the high commiſſion by 
James, nme, authority of law, 
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cc aldthes lows hed: leſ — dithe 
6 nation, that they were known to have 


<«< had employed, in order to inflaence the 
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. n . very conſiderable 


the crown ; and erected 


«Ke 


6. u the moſt dangeraus and arbitrary: of all 
*©/ courts; in a manner equally dangerous 


e and arbitrary. All the ſteps towards 


«<-the: ſettlement” of Epiſeopacy bad in- 


te deed been taken with conſent of par- 8 
e liament :* The articles of Perth were 
* confirmed in 1621: In 1633, che King 


contrary to the ſentiments even of 
«-thoſ& who voted: for them, and were in 
e reality extorted by the authority and im- 
«©-portunity of the-ſovercign. The means, 
4 however, which both James and Charles 


e parliament, were intirely | of 
833 dere intirely. regular 3 when in 


the very preceding ſentence- he had ſaid, 


that *© theſe laws were extorted by the au- 
<6 thority and importunity of the ſove- 


te reign. Accor ding o Biſhop Burnet ict's 
account, the moſt * of them 


tag DONG 

ſhameful ]; and no reaſonable pretext 

* r theſe 
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* nn dh def 5065 thels ads of 1666, and 1609, 
« were drawn into one. To this great oppolition was 
*« made by the Earl of Rothes, who deſired the ats might 
4 be divided: but the King ſaid, It was now one ac, and 
_ < he-muſt either vote fur it or againſt it. He ſaid, he was 
z 25 any man, but chat ad- 
e dition was contrary to the liberties. of the church, and 
4 he thought no determination ought to be made in ſuch 
«. matters without the conſent of the'clergy,at leaſt} with- 
c out their being heard. The King bid him angue no more, 
« hut give his vote ; ſo he Not content. Some 
« few lords offered to argue ; t the King ſtopped 
Eos aw Almoſt the whole 
Commons voted in the negative: ſo that the act was in- 
_ © deed rejected by the majority: which the King knew; 
« for he had called for a liſt of the members, and, with 
bis own pen; had marked every man's vote: yet the 
6 ſaid it was carried in the affirmative. The Earl of Rothes 
« affirmed it went for the negative: but the King faid, 
« The clerk of regiſter's declaration muſt be held god, 
« unleſs the Earl of Rothes would go to the bar, and ac- 
« cuſe him of falſifying the record of parliament, which 
e was capital: and in that caſe, if he ſhould fall in the 
ec proof, he was liable to the ſame. puniſhment : fo he 
ice would 1 not venture on that. Thus the * was publiſi - 
| Oo. 4 * 
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faysg ee The canons for eſtabliſhing ectle- 
ce, ffaſtical juriſdiction were promulgated in 
4 163 5; and by the nation were received, 
«/\tho' without much appearing oppoſition, 
yet with great inward diſcontent and ap- 
« prehenſion. Men felt diſpleaſure, at ſee- 
ing the royal authority ſo highly exalted 
4 15 them, and repreſented as abſolute and 
15 * uncontrolable.. They ſaw theſe ſpeculative 
« princip ples of deſpotiſm reduced to practice, 
0 and a whole body of eccleſiaſtical laws 
s eſtabliſhed, without any previous conſent 
« either of church or ſtate: They dread- 
e ed, that, by a parity of reaſon, like arbi- 
te trary authority, monty like pretexts and 
. principles, would be aſſumed in Civil | 
© matters *. And in a following page, ne 
_ concludes: © In ſhort, religion ming-' 
mpeg with faction, private intereſt with the 


at "of liberty, er- re on 


+4 
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7 «od though i in tro ons rejetted.. The King ex] reſſe 
e a high diſpleaſure at all who bad concurred in that oppo- 
<« fition, " Oc. Burns s s Junmazy of affairs before. the he. 
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| _ from his own narrative, that a combi- 
nation of circumſtances very different in 
their nature, gave riſe to the firſt commo- 


tions in Scotland: and a proper attention 


to theſe might have checked his career of 


inſult, and diſpoſed him to a milder ſtrain 


with reſpect to his countrymen, than is to 

be found in the ſentence tranſcribed above, 

and in many other paſſages of this hiſtory. 
I know no one who pretends to juſtify all 
the counſels and meaſures. of thoſe times: 
but no candid reader can approve of ſuch 
partial repreſentations, and far leſs, - of ſuch 
abuſive, and. reproachful language, as is on- 
ly to be matched by the ſtyle of certain an- 
niverſary declamations. The following re- 


flection of Biſhop Burnet muſt needs ap- 
pear extremely juſt, when he finiſhes His 


ſhort ſummary of hiſtory on this ſubject in 
theſe. words: The. xielence vith, which 


1 75 
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te eaſily convince one, that the provocation 
«in aye bogs ery ighin: * 
„ ſuch an entire and een ws 
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Bur I Have gone Further in this RA 
than Thad at firſt intended, though I have 
confined myſelf to things moſt material, 
and chiefly to Mr Humt's ſpeculations on 
the Engliſh government, and on the gene- 
ral grounds of difference between the King 
and parliament, from the beginning of his 
reign to the eve of the civil war. As to 
the manner in which it was carried on, and 
the various changes in the public counſels, 
till the army of the Sectaries put an end to 
the power of the houſe of Commons, and 
their leaders formed the daring deſign of 
bringing the King to a public trial, and 
executed the ſentence, which in their ex 
traordinary court of judicature they had 
pronounced againſt him; I ſhall not enter 
at all into any part of this ſubject, nor into 
an examination of our author s narrative, 
Bi and 


1 
: 
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and ſentiments about it The nation was 
redt cec to a din 1al ſtate; | and the- hypocr 1- 


times, may be deſcribed in what terms our 
author pleaſes. But ſtill the diſtinction be- 


views, ought to have been, all along, care- 


fully maintained; neither ' ſhould the in- 
tentions of thoſe in one period be imputed 
ther. IS "A e +44 has e 
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drawn of King Charles appears to be us 
fo than would have been expected from 
ſome parts even of this hiſtory. He had 


formerly ſaid of him, that < in every other 


age, or nation, this monarch had been 


« ſecure of a proſperous and happy reign *, 
though in the beginning of a preceding 
Re he had told us, ——ů—ů 
miſſive nation than the Engliſh, would 


«| have ſhowed ſymptoms of diſcontent at 
* thoſe multiplied violences and wal 3 


Mr Hume's hiſtory, p. 199- 9 he 
0 a | 


{y, the fanaticiſm and fury of - theſe latter | 


\} 
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“ ſters *, which he there mentions: In 
like manner, near the end of the hiſtory, 
he thus — himſelf concerning the 
King. Some hiſtorians have raſhly 
* queſtioned his good faith: But, for 
« this reproach, the moſt malignant ſcru- 
«tiny of his conduct, which, in every cir- 
& cumſtance, is now thoroughly known, 
«affords not any reaſonable foundation. 
On the contrary, if we conſider the ex- 
<« treme difficulties, to which he was ſo 
« frequently reduced, and compare the 
e ſincerity of his profeſſions and declara- 
< tions; we ſhall avow, that probity and 
honor ought juſtly to be placed among 
e his moſt ſhining qualities. In every 
« treaty, thoſe conceſſions, which; he 
0; thought, in conſcience, he could not 
„ maintain, he never could, by any mo- 
. 85 or perſuaſion, be induced to 

grant +.” So he now aſſures us; but 
3 he had affirmed what follows. 
« But this conceſſion (he ſpeaks of the 
King's agreeing to reſcind the canons, the 


th . Mr Hume's hiftory, 5 . 005 185 - - 
＋ Ib. p. 469. ” | Ha einm 8 AG 
1 3 : . | liturgy, 


| 


liturgy, and high commiſſion in Scot- 


land, in the year 1639) „was gained by 


cc the utmoſt violence, which he could 


impoſe on his diſpoſition and prejudices: 
c He even ſeoretly retained an intention 


<< of ſeizing favorable opportunities, in 


<« order to ne round, which he 
6 had loſt *; and again, in relation to 
his employing: Papiſts in higher or lower 
offices of truſt, In this particular, they 
ce the Commons] had, no doubt, ſome 
< reaſon to blame the King's conduct. 


% He had promiſed to the laſt houſe of 


* Commons a. redreſs of this religious 
© grievance: but he was too apt, in imi- 


3 of his father, to conſider theſe 


* promiſes as temporary expedients ; 


<« which, after the diſſolution of the par- 


* liament, he was not any farther to re- 
«* gard . It is quite unneceſſary to 


add any e on | ſuch” paſſages as 
_ theſe, of which a pretty deal, 0 e 
to be e eee Bol ngguig 
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W eminent eat of inkdelity 
has thought fit to expreſs his con- 
£ 5 — of: their underſtanding, who do not 
acknowledge a firſt. and fupreme cauſe; 
and cho, in a, ſurvey: of the works of na- 
ture, do not perceive. the ſignatutes of di- 
Some of his Lordſhip's predeceſſors in free- 
thinking, Tindal, for inſtance, would pro- 
bably have talked in like manner of thoſe 
tion, Were not led on to the ideas of good 
nei and juſtice, and of the moral govern- 
ment of God. If theſe are excluded from 
the mind, vain: to all the purpoſes of reli- 
gion and morality, is the mere ſpeculative 
idea of a firſt cauſe, The foundations of 
piety are overturned by his Lordihip's phi- 
loſophy, as much as by the tenets of the E- 
picurean ſect. This any one, I think, muſt 
acknowledge, who attentively conſiders 
both. There is certainly, ſomething unna- 
tural in that zeal which is ſhewn for pro- 


+, moting 


* ene of e - Can 
it ariſe | from à ſteady :perfiiafion of their 
truth and excellence? Impoſſible. Can it 
flow from a love of virtue and of mankind? 
Surely it cannot : for the irreligious ſcheme 
is manifeſtly ſubverſive of the intereſts oſ 
the former, and of the peace and happi- 
neſs of the latter. Shall this be attributed 
to pride, and an affectation of ſuperior 
parts? & minded but annette 
r ae eee 
they may call the 5h, philoſophy. On the 
"contrary, in attention to theſe, many are 
apt to be ſurpriſed at the weakneſs and do- 
tage of underſtanding, into which a reputed 
genius may fall, even in thoſe diſſertations 
and tracts, in which he would pour re- 
proach on the worthieſt names, on the 
moſt ſacred truths, and on human reaſon 
itſelf. The vitious and debauched may be 
ſtrongly inclined to take ſanctuary within 

the precincts of irreligion: but there is not 
thing in virtuous minds that can direct 
them thither. What would T Have to do 


* in a world devoid of a Deity, and devoid 


Ep - «af. 
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< of a- Providence * ?” This was the lan- 
guage of a philoſophic prince of old: it is 
they gy. mk ngen Wine,, 


20 Tur principles ne pee Ba bebe 
a edly demand our regard on account of their 
native excellence and bliſsful effects. The 
devout character includes in it ſuch a ſenſe 
of the power, goodneſs, and wiſdom of 
God, of his government and ſupreme au- 
thority, of our entire dependence on him, 
of his inſpection of our conduct, of his 
numberleſs benefits and overflowing mercy, 
as effectually ſways the ſoul to the fear and 
love of its creator and benefactor, to a will- 
ing ſubjection to his authority, to an ardent 
deſire of his favour, and a full reſignation 
to his diſpoſal, mingled with humble 
truſt, and with the animating proſpects of 
a future ſtate. : - This in general is true 
piety; and theſe are its natural effects. Ex- 
ternal worſhip and obedience flowing from 
ſuch ſentiments and diſpoſitions,— this is 


the ſervice, the reaſonable ſervice which 
God 3 ky" 
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Ir has often given me pleaſure to obſerve 
the regard that is ſhewn to piety in ſore 
of the writings of ancient philoſophy ;. 
whilſt men were directed to acknowledge 
a preſiding providence, at all times, and in 
all their concerns, and to acquieſce in the 
divine adminiſtration *; to aſk the aid of 
heaven in all their anderm +; and to 
render thanks for their ſucceſs, for their 
deliverance: from dangers, and for all the 
good things they enjoyed f. They were 
further told, that it ought to be their ge- 
neral aim in life, to follow God, to con- 
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a | ſent 


_ to as PROS 4 con- 
formity to him, in their becoming juſt, 
wile, jo Or By They were put in mind, 
that the divine preſence was ever with 
them, and they were called to act as under 
a ſenſe of it 4, and ſo to fear the Deity, as 
neither to perpetrate not Aide what was 
impious and wicked ||. « Delight thy- 
« ſelf in this one thing,” * the virtuous 
Emperor, and reſt in it; to be going on 
5 from one kind ſocial action to another, 
* with nee of God *. — 


bo bv Bos 
| * Kal Bloc 22 
The wpie 18 dd Crnnoying.—— NN zr Tabra r, ole ruy- 
baue rt: A gt be e cer agg 07 ge- gp 


4 a3 3 1-8 xv 28550. exeror s Tri Ae 27 
A bee, a re en bee dee By dun, 5 be, g. 
gponionac. trio Hal. Plat. Theztet. p. 129. 
rr ae de ie dert, d brare Tie Sa 

$a. 1d; de. repub. lib. 10. p. 760. d Ahle da. daurufc rd 
E 


1 


i be e, e Spar, RS 
. penbetrors. ayer, Orr jcover bps. W 5p ien. ab d die e, Trl, 8 


6 d utripog dci a ici. $ Tis Throig ypeie pores tic T6 BNN 11 
irt Ama. sert. l. 4. c. 14. Plato 1. 10. de rep. 7.705 et alibi. 


1 pabre "enki pniny ahh} dnboron, wht mu 
6 amor Peer Xenoph. Cyrop. I. 1 


A Thos eee To ee perafbetiveey 
Fo rata ona, ov ann e. NM. Ant. I. 6. 57. 


« neither 


1 1 
L 
* 


* 9 k 
\ * 


* 


N 


e neither will you rightly diſcharge any duty 


«| to men, nor any duty to God, if at the 


cc ſame time you regard not the connec- 


tion between things human and di- 


4 vine . The foul is formed r piety 
« toward God, no leſs than for ju a; 3 

and ſo in many other paſſages. The fame 
ſpirit breathes in the following expreſſions 
of a celebrated philoſopher, who lived at 
Rome in the age of the Apoſtles : © Look- 
ing up to God in all that you do —1 
attend to what men ſay, and how they 


act and I turn in to my ſelf, to ſee if 


« T too commit the. ſame faults. If 1 
was formerly liable to them, and am not 


% now, to God I give the praiſe || — „ 
Stay, mortal: be not raſn. The com- 


bat is great; the attempt godlike. It is 


© for ſoverei gnty, for liberty, for a cur- 
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< rent of life clear and unruffled. Call to 
mind the Deity. Invoke him to be your 
« aſſiſtant and ſupporter *. I know 
te to whom I owe ſubjection and obedience ; 
cc itis to God . And to mention but one 
_ - paſſage more: Had we underſtanding, 
what elſe ought we to do, both in pu- 
blic and private, but to praiſe God, and 
to pour out our thanks before him ? 
% Ought we not, while either digging, 
_ « ploughing, or at our meals, to ſing this 
ce hymn to God; Great is God ! who hath 
« given us hands, and organs for ſwallow- 
ce ing and digeſting, and who makes us 
c grow up inſenſibly, and breathe even 
„ while aſleep. For each of theſe things 
« we ought thus to bleſs him. What 
. * then? Since you the multitude are 
<« blind, ought there not to be ſome one 
« to perform this duty in your place; and 
pay this hymn to God for you all ?- 
cc Were 1 a nightingale, I would do the 
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« buſineſs of a nightingale:— now that I 


4 am a rational creature, I ought to hymn 
e the Deity. This is my buſineſs: this 


*I perform: this is my poſt; and, while 


* Jam allowed, I will never leave it. And 


« you I will exhort to join with me in this 
8 my ſong *.” 1 ä 
Sede 1117 eien 
Sven „my lend Vers lade Saen 
of ſome Pagan philoſophers: thus did they 
honour the pious principle and — —. 
To them, therefore, might we appeal o 
this ſubject: and this appeal, it —— 
feem, ought to have influence on not a few 
in our age, who may be, I don't Know- 
how, more ifelincd to regard the ſenti- 
ments of an ancient Philoſopher, than the 
dictates of our holy religion, r the 
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cerning a few paſſages of Mr Home's hi- 
ſtory, relative to the worſhip of God. 
Let one of them ſuffice for a ſpecimen, of 
—— N and manner of 
eee nen ane 


* 


ce 1 ridicule to a . 
e d, ”, ſays he, c may be thrown on pi- 
cc ”" ceremonies, it muſt be confeſſed, 


that, during a very religious age, no in- 


„ ſtitutions can be more advan 


tageous tt 


*/the, rude multitude, and tend more to 


, mollify that fierce and gloomy, ſpirit f 
«, devotion, to which. they are 15 ſubje cd. 
« Even the Engliſh church, tho it had 
te retained a ſhare. of Popiſh ſuperſtition, 
may juſtly, be thought too naked and un- 
« adorned, and ſtill to approach too near 
the abſtract and ſpiritual religion of the 
« Puritans. / Laud and his aſſociates, by 
« reviving a few primitive inſtitutions of 
t this nature, corrected the error of the 
« firſt reformers, and preſented, to the af- 
66 frightened and aſtoniſhed mind, ſome ſen- 
10 1 exterior obſervances, which might 
a of "Oey 
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occupy it during its religious exerciſes, | 
a — abate the violence of its diſappoint- 
ed efforts. The thought, no longer bent 
off on that divine and myſterious Eſſence, {o | 
c ſuperior to the narrow capacities of man- 
« kind, was able, by means of the new 
model of devotion, to relax itſelf in the 
« contemplation of pictures, poſtures, veſt- 
„ ments, buildings; only Laud “ did 
not conduct this ſcheme with the en- 
<« larged ſentiments and cool diſpoſition of a 
* legiſlator, but with the intemperate zeal 
*. of a ſectary. The meaning of all. this is 
but too manifeſt ; and thus at length theſe 
ſame inſignificant ceremonies, whoſe 
very inſignifieancy recommended them 
to che ſuperſtitious prelate *,” are to be 
held as primitive Iinftiqtions;” Which 
are to be conſidered as of no ſmall conſe- 
quence, and worthy the attention of a wiſe 
legiſlator; and -< the mechanical devotion 
which was propoſed to be raiſed, by 
them , muſt be mme en 
commended to our oegars. Jan 0 
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Bor did this writer think of what he 
was about, when he ventured to talk, as 
he hath too often, in a manner fo irre- 
ligious, as would have been ſhocking to the 
ſenſe of a ſober Heathen ? Here, 1 my friend, 


I am at a loſs how to proceed. Shall I 


ſpeak of impiety covered with a thin veil ? 
of an attempt, a weak and fooliſh one in- 
deed, to reſolve all piety into ſuperſtition 
or enthuſiaſm, that it may be thus expoſed 
to reptoach and ridicule? Muſt it not very 
ſenſibly affect every virtuous and good man, 
to ſee religion ſo inſulted, and its ſacred 
principles treated with profane irreverence? 
Shall I talk of the awful guilt that is thus 
_ contracted ? and of the deplorable and hor- 
rible ſtate of things, in every light, if the 
ſpirit of impiety ſhould ſpread and prevail? 
Licentious as are the manners of the age, 
— J truſt; is not its characteriſtic. 
Some efforts indeed have been made to 
propagate its abſurd and pernicious tenets, 
which even many of thoſe whoſe morals are 
not irreproachable, ſhew themſelves diſpoſed 
to look upon with merited. indignation and 
contempt. How dreadful a thing for any 


One 
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one to go about, by oppoſing the eſſential „ 
truths of religion, to weaken the found. 
tions of human happineſs and hope; no . 
of ſociety. itſelf, and of all truth, juſtice, 
and probity among men. And how mean, 1 
how ſordid the aim, to ſink our nature to 1 

- "= 


a level with that of the animal creation? 
Guilty and unhappy. men! ho are ſo af- 
ſeated, and fo prompted. Cod grant they 
may be brought to ſerious. reflection, and | 
to u Tober mind; ere the heavy preſſure of ' 
affliction be upon them, 1 6 death, draw _ "Y 


A N Dl! f | 

Dow it is not x: enough for us to . the | 
irreligious ſcheme : it is of the utmoſt con- 4 
ſequence, that we have a lively ſenſe of the 1 


worth and excellency of true piety ; which rk 
ſurely doth not conſiſt in abſtract ſpecula- 

tions, is far different even from a full aſſent 
of the underſtanding to the fundamental 
articles of religion, and comprehends in it, 
as I have before obſerved, many noble diſ- 
| Poſitions of the heart... What Mr. Hums, 
in one place, calls the abſtract and ſpi- 
1 ritual religion of the Puritans, is elſe- 
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where defined to bea mode of wor- 
« ſhip,—that borrowed nothing from the 
«ſenſes, but repoſed itfelf intirely on the 
« contemplation of that divine eſſence, 
_ «which diſcovers itſelf to the underſtand- 
ing only. This ſpeeies of devotion; fo 
& ſuĩtable to the ſupreme Being; but ſo 
«little ſuitable to human frailty *,” Ge. 
Thus will men talk of ſubje&s; to which 
they are perfect ſtrangers, even in idea; 
while they ſpeak of the imagination, in- 
d of the underſtanding and will ; and of 
— ation and abſtract ſpeculation, in- 
ſtead of the rational n defires n 5 
ſectons of the foul. eee ee 


5 


Wenz it n hill; 1 ihe e 
upon this author's repreſenting aſtoniſhment 
and terror as ingredients in the devotion of 
thoſe whom he would have us to conſider 
as enthuffaſts; ſince, according to all his 
ideas, theſe emotions ſhould belopg to the 
ſuperſtitious character. But, in truth, he 
n to ſpeak of _— as 45 cr wr * 


n 


* vr ne ton, p 2. , 
NOS devotion 


: 


devotion in general. I could wiſſi that this 


of a gullty mind, and at the contrition of 4 
penitent and humble ſpirit? F could al- 

moſt beſeech him, not to talk lightly or lu- 
 dierouſly of this home-fele ſubzeck,. Is it 
poſſible for one in a ſober and "vacant 
hour; or, it may be, when ſolitude and 
ſllence are forced upon him by ſome pains 
ful diſtreſs is it poſſible for him to look 
back on a life ſpent in folly and vice, and 


on ſome of its more guilty ſeenes, without | 


the ſenſations of remotſe and anguiſh'? 


Can the reflections of conſcience be warded 


off as heretofore, or its judgm 1ent and con- 
demnation be evaded, or 'overawed'? Do 
not theſe naturally c direct our thoughts up- 
ward to God, and forward to futurity? 
Does not one then know and feel himſelf 
to be a ſubject of the divine government? 
And muſt he not diſcover one irrefragable 
proof of his righteous moral goverfifnent; 


in theſe inward perceptions of the imme 


diate diſmal conſequences of guilt? Is not 


this according to the general order and con- 


ſtitution 
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writer would bethink himſelf a little. 
Does he point at the dejection and afiguidy | 


* 


je eee eftabliſhed/?:/and . to 
that fundamental law of — 
which. allots preſent and future puniſhment 
to tbe workers of iniquity? Is not this ad- 
miniſtration here begun? 1s it not felt in 
FF mie breaſts of the wicked, as well as exhi- 
bdited in the melancholy effects of many 
baſe and vitious acts? May not this be ap- 
pealed to the experience and obſervation of 
all mankind? Unhappy thofe perſons who 
have, moſt taſted. of the. bitter Kin of 
them bleſſed of God, I ſay, bleſſed of 
God, to become the ſalutary medicine 
of their ſouls, the means of their being 
reſtored to ſpiritual health, and, by con- 
ſequence, to inward tranquillity. In thoſe 
1 who have the uſe of their reaſon, re- 
[ mwmotrſe and fear are, in ſome degree or o- 
1 ther, the attendants of heinous guilt. And 
when one is thus pained and dejected; 
whither ſhall he betake himſelf for deliver- 
ance and peace? Whither indeed, but to 
that Father of mercies againſt whom he hath 
en whoſe laws he hath violated, 


whoſe 


| 


i 
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whoſe mercies he hath abuſed, and whoſe 
righteous diſpleaſure he hath incurred? 
Deeply ſenſible that he has to do with 
God, in the ſpirit of humility and contri- 
tion he will pour out his requeſts before 
him, and ardently implore forgiveneſs. 
The anguiſh of true repentance is ſoftened 
with the hope of mercy : the riches of di- 
vine compaſſion toward penitent offenders 
is an amiable and delightful ſubject. Ho])]¾ 
fully diſcloſed in the : Chriſtian revelation, 
in its effentjal doctrines; and in the whole 
plan of our redemption by the Son of God? 
In it we are aſſured, that God is in Chriſt 
e reconciling the world unto himſelf, not 
* imputing their treſpaſſes unto them.” 
Whoſoever in faith and ſubmiſſion hear- 
kens to this doctrine, and with the fpirit 
of a true penitent returns to his/heavenly 
Father, is accepted in our Redeemer, and 
bleſſed in his ſalvation. How divinely ex- 
cellent and truly god- like is all this grace? 
How is it ſuited to pour light, comfort, and 
joy, into the dark, the doubtful and diſcon- 
ſolate ſpirit ? Thoughts of God as the great 
le W and n of the world, may 
„ 
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well ereate diſmay and dread in the minds 

of the guilty and polluted, who know the 
demerit of wickedneſs, and feel the miſery 
of internal diſorder. But as their recovery 
is begun. when the ſentiments of Chriſtian 


flüitb, and the purpoſes of genuine repent- 


ance, have fully entered into the ſoul, ſo 
theſe. are blended with hope, and with 
the pleaſing views of mercy and acceptance 
in our Lord. Theſe, my friend, are 
not light concerns: undoubtedly they are 
trouble, our hopes beyond the grave, and 
our everlaſting felicity are included here. 
Reaſon and religion conſpire to dictate the 
important truth; which muſt be aſſented 
to by all who believe in God, who regard 
him as the ſupreme ruler of the intellectual 
world, who think worthily of him and of 
their on rational natures, and who deem 
themſelves to be of a rank of beings ſupe- | 
eee ee zie te 


A Bur let us take a VIEW of piety att iden- 
nal worſhip in its full extent. It ſuppoſes 
* eee and belief of the prime ar- 


ticles 


. 
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ticles of feligion, and it ineludes in it — 
becoming affęction of ſoul toward the moſt 
high Go in all his glory and grace, ad. 
in all the felatibns AR le ba 8 „ 0 
at creator, de benefactor, our 72 
deemer, e and judge: | 3 4 * 
iet Wool Doe Ant 1-80 
Do we naturally admire what is Hs : 
and love what is good, and eſteem what'is 
excellent ? and ſhould not this admiration, 
eſteem, and love riſe up to delightful reve- 
rence and adoration, whilſt we think of the 
ſelf-exiſtent Jehovah, the almighty maker 
of heaven and earth, whoſe works pro- 
claim his power, intelli gence, | and good- 
neſs, and who is ee ne holineſs, Jo- 
ſtice, and truth? Ys | | 


Do we. rightly n wii as the pie 
of nature, whoſe energy is ever exerted on 
the material world, who upholds all things 
by the word of his power, who ditects the 
motions of the hoſts of heaven i in 'their 
comely array, whoſe providence | is unver- 
ſal, whoſe goodneſs is diffuſive and who 


opens his n , and ſatisfieth the - fre 
Rr | of 
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N every iving ching? and is no tribute of 
adoration to be paid, no incenſe of praiſe 
to, aſcend. upward. from this lower world, 
from the rational creation, Which is alone 
capable of ſuch noble acts of gratitude and 
5 religious worſhip ? Or ſhould: we not rather 
join in the beautiful and lofty hymn of 


praiſe, which the great Poet puts into the 


T4 


. EY — —_ 5 Porent if good, 
__ . Almighty, thine:this. univerſal fame. 
Thus wondrous Jar: ; 26 bow, wondrous 
then! 
 Unſpeatable, $6 fitt 7 — theſe þ eavens, 
To us invifible, or dimly ſeen. 
In theſe thy loweſt works : yet theſe 3 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
, Speak ye who beſt can tell, ye ſons of light, 
Angels, for ye behold bim, and ui % ſongs .._ 
And choral ſymphonies, day wi thout night, * 
. Grrele his throne rejoicing ; ye in heaven, | 
On earth join all ye creatures to extol 


Him 69; him , him Ka and without 


PN: end. 
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Hail univerſal "Lord, be ounteous fil” 05 
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What an elevation of Kütticbt ind Ml 
guage, which flow from a facred ſource? 
What a dignity of devotion i is here; wor- 
thy of our firſt parents, worthy bf a ſtate 
of innocence ! But to re des: 
+1 $5 9TF+-"4 To8t ringed 
DO we think of God as the Father of 
© Our ſpirits, in whoſe hand is our breath 
« and life, and whoſe are all our ways; 
« who holdeth our ſouls in life, and ſuf- 
0 fereth not our feet to be moved? - Do 
we conſider ourſelves as indeed unworthy 
of his regard, and yet the objects of his 
benignity, in a thouſand” inſtances, from 
day to day ?—Do we reflect on the gifts 
and care of his providence on our being 
preſerved in health or relieved in ſickneſs, 
ſhielded from dangers, delivered from 1 im- 
pending evils, bleſſed in our families, our 
friends and worldly intereſts? Do we attend 
to all the effects of his munificence and 
paternal care? And muſt not the foul be 
| penetrate with a lively ſenſe of his infinite 
a * | 


— , 
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goodneſs, and. the tribute of a - grateful 
heart be offered up with facred delight ? 


Do we abhor the thought of ſtupid inſen- 
fibility or of baſe ingratitude towards a be- 
nefactor, a friend, a parent on earth? and 
can we think lightly of an | habitual diſre- 
gard of God, and of aggravated ingrati- 
tude towards our divine benefactor, - our 
heavenly Father ? Are we ſo highly indebt- 
ed to his bounty, and do we deny him the 
honour that is due to his name? Is it rea- 
ſonable, is it fit that it ſhould, be ſo? The 
mind and heart recoil from the thought 
as impiouſſy abſurd. 0 bleſs our 
God, ye people; and Fa the voice of 
e his praiſe to be heard. ——Gie thanks 
« unto the Lord, for he is good ; for his 
« mercy endureth for ever. Who can ut= 
< ter the mighty acts of the Lord? who 
« can ſhew: forth all his praiſe Great 
« and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
« Almighty; juſt and true are thy ways, 
« thou King of ſaints. Who ſhall not fear 
"hee, jt and glorify thy name? 
«: for: thou only art holy. Thine, O | 
we Lend, is the, ee and the power, 


cc and - 


* + 
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and the, glory, .and.the-majeſty.:1 ſo all | 
«; that, is in the heaven and in the earth, 


O Lon. 
* and thou art exalted as bead above all. 


F is thine ; thine is the kingdom, 


0 ine and judgment are the habi- 


« tation of thy throne: merey and truth 


| 6 g0 before thy face.——1 will extol thee, 
e my God, O King, and 1 will bleſs thy 
« name for ever and ever. Every day will 
te bleſs thee, and I will praiſe thy name 
for ever. and ever. Great, is the Lord, 


and greatly to be praiſed ; and his great- | 
t neſs is unſearchable. One generation ſhall 


« praiſe thy works to another, and ſhall 
« declare thy mighty acts. 
« abundantly, utter the memory. of thy 
great goodnëſs, and ſhall ſing of thy 


« righteouſneſs. The Lord is good to all: 


and his tender mercies are oyer all his 
<« works.——The Lord preſerveth all them 
% that love. him: but all the wicked will 
« he deſtroy. My mouth ſhall, ſpeak che 
e praiſe of the Lord: and let all fleſh-bleſ 
his holy name for ever and ever. 
hleſs ye the Lord, all ye his hoſts, ye mi- 


0 niger of his that do his pleaſure. Bless 
| 11 the i 
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& the Lord, all his works in all places of his 
« dominion: bleſs the Lord, 6 my foul.” 
ber ablage of amiable and gat 
ideas is here preſented to us? Well may 
the mind be efilightened and the heart 
warmed by ſuch juſt and ſublime conicep- 
tions, which are mingled mr” the” "op 
en pg n 
AB boss N wl ht tag biellca 
48 only potentate, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, whoſe dominion en- 
dures unto all generations. Reverence 
therefore and ſubmiſſion are due to "him! i in 
this' venerable character: whilſt, as the 
loyal ſubjects of his kingdom, we yield a 
willing obedience to his authority, Which 
is ſupreme, and to his pra warren are 
1 88 0 1 Juſt, and 70 | 


* 
i - % . 
7 / 


— * * * ' * 


8 to the ande will muſt | 
ever be regarded as a comely diſpoſition 
of mind, and an eſſential part of true 
piety. That his providence ſuperintends 
all the affairs of this great world, and that 
| good men are the objects of the peculiar 


Care 
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care of heaven, is to 9 Shs ee iy 
of comfort and joy. Without 
wide waſte muſt this — 8 to vs, 


and ho very deſolate the condition of hu- 
man life? The view of a, een, of 


4 ages > providenee, is as a friend 
guide to direct and ſupport the weary tra- 


veller in a ſtrange country, Where he is en- 


compaſſed with dangers; and about to be 


involved in darkneſs. Well may full reſig- 


nation and humble affiance. be united in 


the minds of the ſervants of - God; whilſt 


they conſider, themſelves as in his hands, 
who does all things wiſely.and well, who 
alone knows what is beſt for them, who 


will never forſake them, who i is now train- 


ing them up for an unſeen and eternal ſtate, 
who hath invited them to place their 
0 in him, and who “ will make 
<« all things to work together for good to 
«. them that love him.” | Reſignation and 


| ſerenity of foul are the conſequences of 
Tag delightful views and | hope; he, Ten 


F 2 * 


wy have Fe e vs * hte Bis 
and An of a humble penitent, When 


he 
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Lo" hy. 


an#*Fally an d "thi Pricey: truth 
| Which unfold the wiſdom and grace 


of the F 


mediatorfal heme: In it there is a firm 


_ Huridarion aid, hot only for our preſent 
- ward: peace, but likewiſe for every ex- 
- alting. and iche g hope.” Thus too "are 
we brought under ee e "obti< 
gations to the ſervice of out God Ya Sa⸗ 
vibur, which muſt be ever ſuitably regarded 
by All v ho are intereſted in the bleſſings of | 
dhe ede ion Rich is in Chriſt Je 


approve | themſelyes © is 
oF, AA, e 2504 Rv 
v 13-934 n | ch LEN fl 4 12 
I tlie ie of the wotidrous" 


inſinite 
in the "goſpel, mult not” the pious prin- 


diſplay of "adorable wiſdom and love for 
our recovery from'a ſtate of fin and de 


and our being. called to the hope of life 
and glory, through Jeſus our Lord: He 
muſt be conſidered as devoid of the ſpirit 
of a Chriſtian, who' is not affected in this 


Bit 


Wu . 


goodneſs that is eklübited 6 us 


e of gratitucde be ll" mote” cheriſhed. 


© our ſpirits? whilt” we attend to the 
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manner. In all the acts of piety too are 
we to be enoburaged by thoſe peculiar doo --- 
| conſider Jeſus the Saviour a8 our mediator 1 
and interceſſor, through whom we are in- I 
prey meg, 10 Got, and in whoſe 
this, kite run a through all the _ 
of; Chriftiawworthip.- bas. b at 4 
$295: 6d 03 wort 312-2007 ole bat oi a. 
_— Digit to reflect e 
0 S e ourſelves, and on our | __ 
preſent ſtate, without perdeiving that we 
are, in truth, weak; indigent, aud dependz. 
minds a ſenſe of our abſolute dependence | 
on God? Thus are we'taught: 86 doknow- © 8 
ledge him-in all 3 hoon. 
_ ply of all our Wants, and to 1d 
ſelves at all times to his guardi ow 
guidance. They who fear and ſerve 
may indeed be that his power, 
goodneſt, and wiſdom will not be inactive; 
FM vii tba las 8 
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anc ee — * 
— be delivered from tie dangerous 
___ » nates :lnates of ſin, to: be guided and) anirhated = 

9 For entering 
and: perils ſtate, to which: they dow lock 
and whither their deſifes, their 

aims, and affections are no to be directed. 
Ale who formed the ſfirit of man, Well 
Kno every Way of acceſs tol it, and in 
hat manner it may be infſuenced. Is ʒt 
the language both of religion and of true 
Pzhiloſophy, that we are dependent crea- 
tures; and ſhall this dependence be ac- | 
knowledged in out leſs important intereſts, 
and the thought of it be rejected with re- 
lation to thaſe of the higheſt moment? Is 
che divine agency confeſſed in the material 
world; and fhrall it be denied in the intel- 
ae 2 Would a rational creature of 1 
ſenſible of internal maladies and 1 


a. 
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eech e ter ſpititual health and 
3 lift up n plicstions for di:. 
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_ videraid:; and will theſe be diſregarded by 
our heavenly Father ? 2 
prompted to lock upwards, in ehery ſeaſon = 
of diſtteſs and need W and Thall the upright 
and pious do ſo in vain? {UE ye 
<_ evil,” ſays the Redeemer of menu, . know 
* how to give good gifts unto. your chil- 
Fi dren, how much more ſhall your Fa- 

cher which is: in heaven ge e Ha, 
 '©clipinit,/andcallgpad things;>to:them that 
eK him ND The doftrine:of: divine aſſiſt- 
ance is in itſelf moſt rational, and is well 
ſuited to our ideas of the: goodneſs of Gods 
and of the illuſtrious manifiſtation of itꝭ in 
the Chriſtian ſcheine 3" in which the cleareſt 
_ promiſes of his abundant grace are contain- 
ed: It muſt be acknowledged, tis true, 
that this doctrine hath been : too oftiperverts 
ed to the purpoſes of ſlothi and preſumption 


om the one hand, and ef :wild: eithudſiaſn 


om the mieren But is Norm AP dem 


n 9 liable to as mil. 4 


repreſentations af ignbrance, and to the 
perverſions of vice and folly. 2 bre . 115 
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Ds 12 me Ikwiſe remind you,, wat a 
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ö Wan Merits: —— thing in 
x " this ſubje& that is not peifectly agree 
able to the dictates of out pureſt reaſon? 
Is not all veneration due to the eternal God, 
3 the Creator of the world, the Father of 
our ſpirits, glorious in holineſs and! goods 
neſs, ſupreme in authority 'andipower? | Is 
not our lively gratitude,” though a poor, yet 
a proper return to his benignity, his muni- 
1 foence and mercy to — Recs 
* rity, and an unlimited 9 to his 
will? Is it not moſt fit, and does it not 
tend ty our greateſt good, to cheriſti the 
_ thoughts'of | our entire dependence om him 
nin all regards, and humbly to commit our. 
ſelves to his grace and protection? As the 
Chriſtian revelation has given us ſome new 
diſcoveries of the glory of God, and of the 
— OW relations 
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relations which he bears to us, does it not 
become us to attend diligently to theſe, and 
to be ſuitabl affected by them? If con- 
ſeious of guilt, if truly penitent on account 
of it, and eee EH: for remiſſion; 


nigh in Jeſus our Lord ? Are we ever in 
his preſence, and ſhould We not revere it ? 
| Are we accountable to him fot our con- 


An brd /pgtyis * e 
ſhiploffthe-mind and heart: theſe are ſen- 
timents and diſpoſitions ſtrictly rational ani 
truly excellent, which are obviouſlysfound- 
ed in right apprehenſions of ourſelues, and 
of God. What ſhall we think of .the ſtate 


of. an intelligent creature who is 'wholly:a 


ſtranger to them, and who lives with 
out God in the worldr“ Is not this a 
baſe and unworthy habit of ſoul, which we 
Peta dba! 2 and ba Um 2 


him, who has mercifully invited us to dra 
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me —— hof true 
piety are ſo perſpiruous to an atteintive 
mind, that ĩt woilld ſerm they inuſt / berac- 
knowledged in theory by: all :whi believe 
uri Gad, even by thoſe who have never 
1 infliegce:in-their-mnſpirits. | 


Werren, of Ann diſpoſitions- If 
theſe are felt, they will be expreſſed a aid 


the frequency of ſuch acts tends to con- 


fim the: pidus habit. As: the ſpirit of dif- 
fuſive benevolence is the true Chriſtian 
ſpirit⸗ ſo it: will enter into our privata and 
bocial worſhip; whilſt we render thanksto 
dur God for the various gifts of his botnty 
and love, not only to !outſelves;/ but to OU 
fellov : Chtiſtians, and all our brethren f 
mankind 3 and earneſtly pray o:farvtheix | 
good; for: their greateſt. good in the ad- 
vancement of the intereſts of the kingdom 
of God upon earth. In ſhortʒ true piety; 
in all ita parts, in ell its at, has g manißelt 
Ba ag _ tendency 


"= 5 Ale, — an, put. 
y undelevate the ſoul, to e ald to 
animate us in the path of dur duty, and its 

lead us onward through-every ſtige of life; 

tc its concluding men erenity and 
node. TY amor ni e en 
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I have done, Sir; and hall not take ny 

further notice of the looſe and irreligious 

*  ſneers which Mr Hume has not been a- 

fraid to throw out on a ſubject of the high- 
eſt dignity, and of. infinite importance. We 
have had enough of his confuſed ideas and 
| ſpeculations about ſuperſtition and enthuſi- 
aſm. Rational and manly piety diſclaims 
an affinity. with both. They may indeed 
borrow her venerable name, and may dif- 
parage it in the eyes of thbſelwho are unac- 
quainted with her native worth and -hea- 
venly original. But true wiſdom will 
teach us to mark the great diſparity, and to 


be on our guard againſt deceitful appear- 


ances. May this be the concern of the 


friends of religion; whilſt at the ame tine 
they ſtudy to Thew the mild, the pure, Eg 
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/ knowledge are in themſelves nearly allied; 
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